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A 365 Day Devotional

January 1st.

Jeremiah 29:11 For I know the thoughts that I think toward
you, saith the LORD, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you
an expected end.

The Lord is our God. He made us. He decided how we
should look, how tall we should be, and who our parents
were. He is not a man who tinkers with things for his own
amusement. The Lord God is from eternity, and He plans for
eternity. Our place with God is a safe place. We can trust God.
Pain is no reason to turn away from Him. Suffering is not
pleasant, but suffering is also in His plans. His Son came into
our world. He walked among our people. He felt our pain.
The Son of God was rejected and despised. He was nailed to a
cross and died to complete God's triumph over evil. Suffering
was part of God's effort to bring us home to His dwelling
place. He knows that we are made from the dust of the
ground. He knows us fully, even in our sin and fallenness.

God knew our beginnings in the womb. Our existence
was His choice. We are part of God's purposes on earth and
from there into eternity. Where God is taking us can never be
fully understood in our present lives. Believe in God because
God is not wrong about us. God is goodness, and God gives
goodness, even the goodness that comes from carrying a cross.
God is the Eternal, and if we believe in Him, we will have
eternal life. We were not created to serve ourselves, but to
serve God. God is the one who gives and makes us whole.




Exploring the Scriptures

January 2nd,

Psalms 105:4 Seek the LORD, and his strength: seek his face
evermore.

Seek to understand God by observing His ways. Look
at God's track record. He has brought many saints to glory
long before we came into existence. Those who have trusted
God have found Him sufficient in the most terrible
circumstances of our world. In the deepest valleys, they have
found God's presence to be a comfort that has carried them
through the trial.

God is the strong one. We are weak. In God's arms is
the strength of the ages. God will walk with us in our daily
lives, in our aspirations, even in our despair. God will refresh
us with His Spirit. Our faith should not be in great displays of
power, but in God's voice walking with us. God has promised
to speak by His Spirit, telling us the steps to take to the right
and to the left. God's presence has come into the ordinary life
we are called to live. This is the miraculous realm - the
ordinary, the mundane of our existence. This is where the
impossible is accomplished. No place is too low for God to
walk with us. The Lord is a humble God. He does not need us
to boast about Him or to make Him feel great. God is already
great. He came to bring us into God's life. God will guide us if
we let Him. God will increase our faith. Look for God at every
sunrise and at every sunset. Look for God in the average and
the ordinary. He is like God who is found everywhere with his
grace freely given. The only place from which God withholds
Himself is from the haughty and the proud.

Never cease to seek God, for we shall surely find him,
and in finding him we shall find life.




A 365 Day Devotional

January 3d.

John 16:33 These things I have spoken unto you, that in me
ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of
good cheer; I have overcome the world.

Walking with God is not always the easiest way. God
is on a mission to take us to a high and lofty place. He wants
us to dwell with Him on the north side of His mountain. We
are made of flesh and bone with an indwelling spirit. Yet God
wants to bring us all into His glory.

Do not fall in love with ease and pleasure. This is how
our world thinks-it wants luxury and plenty of money, but
God thinks of better things. God has an eternal purpose in
mind. God is preparing us for the peace and security of the
worlds to come. God does not seek His own good as our
world seeks its own good. God seeks what is best for us. God
will carry our daily burdens. God will walk with us over the
most difficult mountains. There is no darkness in our world
where God cannot call you His friend because God will never
leave you. If others forsake you for their own interest, do not
think that God will. He does not forsake those whom He
loves, and He has loved you.

The troubles of our world are not gathering around us
because God has forsaken us. Our world is against God, just as
our world is against those who love God. He is greater than
our world, just as His Son was greater than our world. One
day we will be greater than all our trials and tribulations. Be at
peace knowing where God is leading us. He has plans for us
in glory that we cannot even imagine.




Exploring the Scriptures

January 4th,

Psalms 139:7-8 Whither shall 1 go from thy spirit? or
whither shall I flee from thy presence? If I ascend up into heaven,
thou art there: if I make my bed in hell, behold,thou art there.

God's Son has walked the length and breadth of our
world. There is no evil that is unknown to Him. God has
overcome the greatest and most wicked plans of the evil one.
There are no secrets that can be hidden from God. He is close
to you even when you don't feel anything, even when you
don't trust Him. God is still nearby. When fears torment your
body. When torment sets deep in your soul. When terror
haunts you with the fear of death. Know this-God is greater
than death. God's power has conquered hell, death and the
grave. They are under His feet and will be completely
extinguished when God is finished with this world. Comfort
yourself with the works of God's hands and the thoughts that
God thinks. He is from the heavens above you, and He plans
to take you home with Him. On the peaks of the mountain of
His holy city, God will make you dwell.

We are learning about God now, and we will learn
more about God in the ages to come. Do not despair. Do not
give up on God. The day is coming when He will banish all
our fears and wipe away all our tears with His own hand. God
will lift you up on the wings of the morning. God will take
you by the hand and He will lead you. Even in the darkness
He will be a light to you.

Praise the Lord, for we are fearfully and wonderfully
made. In the very depths of our being, God has fashioned us
with His own hand.




A 365 Day Devotional

January 5th,

Psalms 34:18 The LORD is nigh unto them that are of a
broken heart; and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit.

We come from a proud world that is so unlike God. He
is humble and willing to walk with the lowly of heart. This is
very different from the life we naturally know. God wants us
to walk like Him. This is the only way. For the proud, they
destroy and damage the hearts and lives of those around
them. They seek their own selfish ends.

Do not despair. Trouble takes us on a journey that
shapes and bends our hearts to fit into God. We must learn the
ways of heaven, which are completely different from our
ways. That is how God measures success. How much do we
become like Him. God does not measure success the way our
world measures success. They do it by the accumulation of
silver and gold and the addition of possessions, because they
are empty vessels and will always be empty.

Heaven belongs to God, a place filled with riches
beyond what our minds can comprehend. God does not need
more possessions, and neither do we, to progress spiritually.
God has given us what we need to walk with Him, and He
will willingly give us everything we need in the world to
come. What we need now is to learn from God. Trouble and
trials are the stones that lie on this path. They will bruise our
feet and hands. These are the pains that can find comfort and
consolation in God's presence. What can never find a place in
God's heart is a proud and unbroken spirit.

God will keep us, and God will save you. He will never
leave us.




Exploring the Scriptures

January 6th.

Isaiah 40:30,31 Even the youths shall faint and be weary,
and the young men shall utterly fall: but they that wait upon the
LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings
as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and
not faint.

God is the one who sustains us. He gives us life. The
Lord gives us every breath and He will give us the strength for
our journey. God will not leave us alone. Do not measure God
by what you think God should do. Measure God by what God
has done and what God is doing for us. See the hand of the
Lord in the simplest things of life. Do not discount the divine
because the Almighty wraps His works in the clothes of our
world.

The Lord is our friend, in darkness and in light. The
stars speak His name. Go out and find a place where you can
see the glory of the Lord written in the heavens above you.
Move away from the turmoil of our world and seek the
stillness where the Spirit of the Lord walks. God is concerned
that heavenly things grow in our lives. These things do not
grow in the air of our world, but only in the breath of heaven.

You need to be alone with God and His work. Walk
through the shadowy halls of the forest. Stand beneath the tall
trunks of the trees the Lord has made. Listen to the voice of
the branches that speak above our heads. They are so near and
yet so far. They speak the voice of another world. They speak
of God, of His strength and of His victory.

The Lord will renew you as the Lord renews each new
day with fresh glory. Even the storm is not against you. Even
destruction cannot remove the heavenly things that the Lord
will put in you. In sorrow the Lord will be there for you, and
in trouble the Almighty will always lift you up.




A 365 Day Devotional

January 7th,

Psalms 146:1,2 Praise ye the LORD. Praise the LORD, O
my soul. While I live will I praise the LORD: I will sing praises unto
my God while I have any being.

Stop and take time to praise the Lord. God has not left
us without reasons to praise. Your praises will break through
the barriers this world puts around your mind. Your praises
will make nothing of the shackles that the evil one puts on
you. Your praises are what you need more than what God
needs.

Thankfulness is not a virtue that you learn in our
world. Thankfulness is something that God will teach you. An
unthankful heart is a danger to itself and to others. Your
thoughts are not whole if you do not give thanks. The
corruption of the evil one seeps into every part of your being
and is partially cleansed by your gratitude. God will cleanse
the rest as we learn the habits of heaven. Open your eyes and
look around you. Lift your gaze from the turmoil that is
always swirling in our world. Reflect for a moment on what
God has done and give thanks.

Look into the eyes of those you love and thank them.
Touch their hand and tell them what you see. Speak to them of
the goodness that heaven has written in their hearts. There is
no man or woman who does not have God's fingerprints on
them. The Lord has written His works in their lives.
Thankfulness will bring life to your world and to those you
love, for praise is the air that heaven breathes.

Do not put your trust in the powers of our world or in
the strength of men. You will find happiness by trusting in the
God of old, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.




Exploring the Scriptures

January 8th,

Psalms 46:1,2 God is our refuge and strength, a very
present help in trouble. Therefore will not we fear, though the earth
be removed, and though the mountains be carried into the midst of
the sea.

God surrounds you with His presence even when you
cannot feel or see Him. He knows that the voices of trouble
can roar loudly and drown out your senses. Step away from
the noise of our world and allow the Lord to comfort you. He
is not a God who cannot feel what you are feeling. His Son
walked in our world. He heard what the evil one was saying
and doing to creation. The enemy is the father of lies, and
nothing that comes out of his mouth is the truth.

God is about good. His creation is not about doing evil.
Even the destruction you see around you is not a display of
God's evil intentions. The evil one is lying to you. He takes the
works of God's hands and tells you how harmful the Lord is,
how much the Lord plans to hurt you, when none of this is
true.

The Son came to our world and is still here with His
Spirit. In the storms of life, God is there. In the upheavals of
your schedule and the earthquakes that happen literally and
figuratively, God is with you. God plans to finish His work
very soon. The Lord is coming again to take you home with
Him. In the meantime, do not allow the lies of the enemy to
enter your heart. He is the one who would destroy you. He is
the one who would lead you away from the great happiness
and joy that God has planned for you by drawing you away
from the Almighty. The evil one cannot be trusted, even if he
offers you what looks good. He would fatten you with smooth
sounding words for the final destruction he plans for you,
while God has only good things planned for your future.
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A 365 Day Devotional

January 9th,

Romans 8:31 What shall we then say to these things? If God
be for us, who can be against us?

God is with you, and you can find great comfort in His
presence. Your abandonment is a lie of the enemy that he
speaks in your ear. He often speaks of your loneliness and
emptiness. Do not believe him. God is with you. Take courage
and do not doubt. Think about it often and draw closer and
closer to the Lord. The enemy wants you to question the
Almighty. To ask, "Is God with me?"

God has told you that He is with you. Stay with Him.
Do not rush ahead and do what you think is right or the way
things should be done. Your zeal is a good thing. God wants
you to be zealous for Him and His work, but God also wants
you to stay with Him. God has a certain way of doing things.
God takes His time. God thinks things through. God thinks
about the best way for you to go. Don't assume you know
what God is thinking.

God is not interested in the most glamorous way of
doing things. God does not crave attention. God does not do
things for people to notice. God does what He does because it
is the best way, which is often the quiet way. The still morning
sunrise, the normal sunset, and the long walk home. Learn to
stay with the Lord. Ask yourself often, not is God with me, but
am I with Him.

God promises you that there is no condemnation from
His heart toward you. The Son died for you. He rose again
and is seated at the right hand of God, from where He often
speaks of His concerns for you. They are also the concerns of
the Lord, for God sent the Son into our world. Nothing in our
world can separate us from the Father.

11



Exploring the Scriptures

January 10th,

Matthew 6:20, 21 But lay up for yourselves treasures in
heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves
do not break through nor steal: for where your treasure is, there will
your heart be also.

Learn from God. Do what you do with eternity in
mind, not just for temporary gain or fame. Do not think of
what you can get in return for the good deeds you do. Do
them because God would do them. Learn to act like God in
both words and deeds. The Lord is the most humble God.
There is no mountain that He will not climb to reach what is
lost. There is no valley too deep that will keep the Lord from
following the lamb that has gone astray. When God thinks
about what He is going to do, He does not consider His own
gain as men do. God does what is best. God did not withhold
pain and suffering from our world. He could have done that to
make Him more popular with His creation. He is the God who
gave and the God who took away. For this, the Almighty is
hated by our world. Be like God. Give what you have to give,
for there is a need that you can meet. Learn not to give things
that can harm the other person.

Many times the Lord withholds His hand from giving
good things. In those moments, God allows sorrow and
suffering to exist. This is not because God loves sorrow and
suffering, but because this is the way that is the best way to
His joy. The Son walked this road to Calvary, and God
allowed the Son to die on the cross. God did this because the
way to Calvary was the only way to reach the goal that God
needed to reach - the defeat of the enemy. God's enemy is the
enemy of all that is good and of all who are good. Do not
allow the evil one to teach you how to benefit only yourself.
Such actions pass away before the day is over. Learn from the
Lord. God will teach you how to do the works that last
forever. In them you will find life and not death.

12



A 365 Day Devotional

January 11th,

Psalms 46:10 Be still, and know that I am God: I will be
exalted among the heathen, I will be exalted in the earth.

Do not rush so much. You are in a great hurry to get to
places you think are of great value. You will find your
destination empty and the journey frustrating. Rest in God
instead. Exalt the Almighty. Honor the Lord each day with
your words and actions. Do what you see God doing. Study
God and His work. He is the great and powerful God. He
made the worlds and the heavens above you. Go outside and
marvel at what God's fingers have formed, the span of the
Milky Way, the curve of the moon, and the blaze of the
noonday sun. There is nothing that God has not made. The
branches of the trees whispering in the wind, the birds
emptying their hearts in the morning with a mighty song, the
height of a mountain carved into the sky.

He is a great God among the heathen, even among
those who do not know His name. They look up and down the
walls of God's creation, and they know Him before He comes
near them.

We worry about too many things. There is not a
sparrow that falls that God does not care about. There is no
man or woman in the farthest corner of the islands who will
not be given a chance to hear God's voice. God has spoken
before and God will speak again. They will be given the
opportunity to come home if they choose. They will know that
He is God. Honor the Lord and worship with them.

There will be a river flowing from the throne of God,
making the city of the Lord's dwelling place glad. God will
reach you from His holy mountain, and God will help you.

13



Exploring the Scriptures

January 12th,

John 15:5 I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth
in me, and 1 in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without
me ye can do nothing.

God is the source of all life, and life is what you want.
You may think you want pleasure, ease, and abundance, but
the desire that comes from the deepest part of the human soul
is for life. God is the source of that life. God is the only source.
Self-indulgence is simply an attempt to draw life from God's
creation. God has created pleasure and abundance, but they
will not satisfy us without God's life.

You have to abide in God. You have to trust God. You
must learn who God is. The Lord will make you like He is. The
Lord is a vine, a growing vine, a luxuriant vine that does not
draw its strength from our world. The Lord draws His life
from eternity because He dwells in eternity. There is no
dimming of the glory of God. There is no drought to sap God's
life. The Lord is the vine that can always give you life.

Be a branch attached to God. Learn to listen to God's
words and God's commandments. Listen to the sound of
God's voice. The enemy steals everything, even God's
commandments, and speaks them back to you with his lying
lips. His voice is full of fear and condemnation. He lies about
what God wants. The enemy only wants to take, while God
only wants to give.

The Lord will make you a branch that will bear much
fruit that will feed hungry souls. You can be a blessing to your
family, to those around you, to the world, but only if you have
drawn your life from God. The Lord is ready to give you life if
you are ready to receive His life. This is God's promise and
command to you.

14



A 365 Day Devotional

January 13th,

Psalms 118:24 This is the day which the LORD hath made;
we will rejoice and be glad in it.

God knows there is trouble in our world, but there is
also incredible beauty. God made that beauty, and the trouble
that God has allowed is only for a season. Do not dwell on the
trouble. God is not saying that we should not feel the pain.
The Son felt our pain, but He did not live in trouble.

Live in the day of God. Live in each moment. God
created this day for a purpose. You will not find God's
purpose by avoiding God's day. The Lord will come to you in
the ordinary, in the everyday, in the storm and in the
sunshine. The hand of God guides the thunderbolt, the raging
tornado, and the hurricane. These are part of the Lord's Day,
but they are not the end of God's things.

God has not left our world in the midst of trouble. God
will never leave our world until He has saved what can be
saved. God's hand is not a weak hand. God is working among
us and in your life. Do not be surprised at what God can do.
The day will show you what God is doing. Do not back away
from the goodness that is in God's day. Do not allow the
enemy to blind you to the goodness of God. Do not listen to
the lies of the enemy. His lips twist and turn everything, and
he sees nothing but ruin in God's Day.

Be happy instead. Look around you for God's
goodness. See the beauty even in the rising clouds of God's
thunder, in the glory of God's lightning, and in the power of
God's mighty wind. They are a testimony of the Lord
contained in each day, as is the cool breeze that comes down
from the mountains on a bright sunny day. Live in God's day
and be glad. Rejoice and be exceedingly joyful, for God is with
you.

15



Exploring the Scriptures

January 14th,

Romans 8:38, 39 For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor
life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present,
nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature,
shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ
Jesus our Lord.

The enemy of our souls has created many awful and
fearful creatures of the night that walk in our world, robbing
you of your peace and even your sanity. You wonder why
God allows them, why God tolerates such horror to live in our
world. God would explain these things to us if we could
understand them. What God can tell you is that our enemy has
been defeated. The Son has measured the depth, the length,
and the breath of the enemy's wickedness and has overcome
his power.

We are safe in God's hands. There is a day coming
when God will remove the enemy and all his evil works and
workers from our world. Until that day comes, we are safe
with God. God knows the night can be dark, and the day
haunted with the enemy's work.

God knows the valleys are deep, and the tortured
screams of the enemy's rage echo in our ears. Trust God. Hold
fast to the things you know about God that are true. God is
beauty and God is light. God is the author of freedom, and
God brings freedom with the touch of His hand. Do not settle
for less. Do not fear and let go of God.

God will be with you in failure and in success, in every
place you go. God has loved you with an everlasting love, and
nothing can change this love.

16



A 365 Day Devotional

January 15th,

Hebrews 12:2 Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of
our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross,
despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne
of God.

Look upon the Son. Gaze upon his face while he walks
among the people of our world. See His compassion, see how
His heart is stirred by our great needs. See also the pain which
crosses His face, His struggle with understanding our world,
the hardness, the bitterness, and the faithlessness.

The Son knows the Father. They have been with each
other from the beginning. He created the worlds, and God sent
Him to our world, to the darkness that has settled on our
horizons because of the enemy. Listen to the words of the Son.
He talks about God because He knows the Father.

The Son knows where God is going and the joy God
has planned for the end of the journey. A day of a great feast is
coming, when all gathered in by God from our fallen world
will sit with the Son at a table spread before God's throne. We
will eat, be merry, and sing Songs. We will celebrate God's
great victory over His enemy, the one who hates all that is
good.

The Son faced this enemy, carried the cross, climbed
Golgotha. He faced disgrace and failure, yet He persevered
because He knew what lay ahead. The Son is the Father's joy
and the source of great rejoicing. Look to the Son and never
turn your eyes away. God loves him with an unparalleled
love, and those who honor him will be honored by God. The
Son sits at God's right hand, waiting for us to join Him.

17



Exploring the Scriptures

January 16t.

Matthew 11:28-30 Come unto me, all ye that labour and are
heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and
learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest
unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.

Our world is a troubled place. God knows that, and
God knows that you are troubled about many things. Rest in
the Lord. God is not like our enemy who is proud and has an
unbroken spirit. God is not like the men and women who
walk in our world seeking their own good. These people crush
our souls and rob us of what little wealth we have. God is
totally unlike them.

God is also not like the religious men who seek their
own glory. Such men seek their own position. They claim to
speak for God, but their voice is not the voice of God. They
speak in the language of men. They move and act from a
selfish heart.

God is the God of low places. Mary gave birth to the
Son in a stable among the lowing of oxen and the bleating of
sheep. The Son was a king, destined for a throne next to the
Father, yet he lived in a carpenter's house for thirty years. He
learned the carpenter's trade, took up the tools that work
wood, and worked them with the strength of a man.

The Son laid aside his crown, his glory, and his place
with the Father to walk in our world. The Son did this because
he is like the Father. God is the God of the humble and the
lowly. God does not identify with the haughty and arrogant.
God is not at home with them. Learn to live like the Lord.
Learn to find joy in the ordinary pleasures of life. Be lowly and
humble, even in your greatest success. When you do this, you
will find rest for your soul, for God is at rest.

18



A 365 Day Devotional

January 17t,

Philippians 4:19 But my God shall supply all your need
according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.

The Lord is the God who sustains you. The God who
holds you in the palm of His hand. The Lord has given and the
Lord will give again. There is no good thing that God will
withhold from you. Give your requests to God. Breathe your
needs to God in prayer. God will decide whether to give you
what you ask for. He promises not to make His decision
against your best interest. He will not deny you because He
wants to hurt you. If what you are asking for is what you need
from His will, God will answer your prayer with a quick
"Yes." God can do anything that needs to be done because God
has the power and the supply in heaven. There is no shortage
in eternity. None of the heavenly creatures suffer pain or
hunger. Our world still does, but our world will change one
day. Our world will be made like the glory of heaven.

In the meantime, we can ask for what we want without
worry or anxiety. God knows the future, and God knows the
past. God knows what is best for us. Do not be angry if God
does not seem to hear. Do not think badly of God because you
do not get what you ask for. God does not answer because
heaven is lacking. God withholds His hand because He has
something better in store for you. God desires to work in you
something that will shine with a thousand glories far beyond
what you have thought to ask.

You can trust the Lord. God has plenty and will give
out of His great abundance. God's denials are not the end of
the story, but the beginning. Do not stop asking or pleading
for the best. God can give you the best. Has God not already
made you in His image? You are a reflection of His face. God
wants to bring you fully into His glory.
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Exploring the Scriptures

January 18th,

Habakkuk 3:19 The LORD God is my strength, and he will
make my feet like hinds' feet, and he will make me to walk upon mine
high places. To the chief singer on my stringed instruments.

God wants to lead you to great success. God is the God
of the mountain and the God of the valley. There is no height
that God has not climbed. God wants to take you there with
Him. The valleys are where the tears are shed and the sorrows
grip the heart. God is not a stranger to the valley and neither
will you be if you follow Him. God will comfort you in the
valley, but there are songs that can only be sung on the
mountaintop. There are things that can only be seen from the
tops of the mountains. God would not keep these things from
you. God's power can take you to the highest peaks of success.
There is no need to be afraid of falling, even as you walk to the
edge of the precipice and see the vast view spread out far
below your feet. God will be there and His strong arm will
hold you up.

God will give you air to breathe in those places. God
will put in your heart the words that need to be spoken. Do
not be afraid. Do not let go of His hand. Do not think that the
Lord is only the God of the valley. God made the mountain,
and the mountain is His friend. God will show you His beauty
in the highest places. God will take you to peaks you thought
were impossible to climb, to an abundance you thought didn't
exist in our world. God will give you feet that will not slip on
the high rocks. God will put an instrument in your hand that
you will play with a skill you learned in the valley below.
Nothing is wasted with God. The hard times and the good
times are all in His hand. God has given them to you for your
good and for your welfare.
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A 365 Day Devotional

January 19t,

Psalms 27:8 When thou saidst, Seek ye my face; my heart
said unto thee, Thy face, LORD, will I seek.

God is the answer you are seeking. God is the
destination you travel towards. The face of the Lord is like no
other, great in might, power and glory. There is no other end
but Him. God is not telling you to seek Me because He has
sought something from you. God tells you to seek Him
because God has something to give you. There is no other
spring from which the waters of life flow forever. You will not
find life unless you find God. In His face is the power that
made the worlds. You are struggling alone, seeking so many
things, money, power and happiness. God is all you need.

The ancient stories of man speak of a face hidden deep
in the underworld; a face entwined with snakes, so evil that
one look at this face turns men to stone. They call this face
Medusa. God simply calls this enemy evil. Evil will turn your
heart to stone. Evil will turn your life into a life wrapped in
chains and bondage.

God's face is the face of humility, the face of beauty, the
face of glory. Behold Him. Seek God and He will bring
abundance into your life. God will cause an outpouring of
great virtues and great abundance. God will change you. Not
into an image of stone, but into His image, the image of life.
God will make you as He is, fruitful and abundant in all
things. That is why God tells you to seek Him, because He has
much to give. The only reason God takes away is to give you
more.

Seek God first and seek God last, and never stop
seeking God until He meets you face to face. Say this often in
your heart and be of great courage. God is for you and not
against you.
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Exploring the Scriptures

January 20th,

Isaiah 55:9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so
are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your
thoughts.

God is the one who created you. God has a plan for the
universe. God has a purpose for our world and for you. God
has given you freedom, and God knows that you have made
wrong choices. Those mistakes do not hinder His plan. He is
the Lord, and He can deal with disruptions. God will find a
way to accomplish what is best for your life. Your mistakes do
not damage you irreparably. He is the God who heals and
restores. Our world is a broken place, and we are broken in
many ways, most of them beyond your understanding.

God does not allow brokenness into your life so that I
can play games with you. God does not seek your humiliation
to give Him an advantage. God gave you life knowing that
you would not always choose the right paths. God knew that
the weight of your parents' wrong choices would be added to
your shoulders. God knew that the clutter and debris of your
world would accumulate. God understands this, but God has
not wavered from His plan. God will save you and God will
keep you. God redeemed you and bought you back to
Himself. God did this while you were in your brokenness and
sin. God allowed things to go wrong because there was no
other way to give you freedom. Without freedom, you could
never live in the kind of relationship with Him that God
desires.

Do not let your inability to understand God keep you
from trusting Him. The Lord is God, and He will always be
God. The Lord thinks differently than you do, and the Lord is
not always able to explain Himself in terms you can
understand. God has explained enough to give you a reason to
trust Him. The Son has walked in our world and has sent the
Holy Spirit to guide you home. Trust the Lord.
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A 365 Day Devotional

January 21st.

Deuteronomy 33:27 The eternal God is thy refuge, and
underneath are the everlasting arms: and he shall thrust out the
enemy from before thee; and shall say, Destroy them.

The storms of life are going to be fierce. God knows
that you look around and think that other people have it easier
than you. This is because you cannot see the turmoil that is
attacking the heart of every man and woman on your earth.
The enemy knows where to strike. He cuts with his sword
where the pain is deepest. The words that come out of his
mouth and enter your mind are designed to destroy and
demoralize you. There is no truth in the enemy. He seeks only
your pain and ruin. His kind words are lies. He wants to hurt
you, not heal you.

When you fall, God is there to catch you in His arms.
God knows that it doesn't always seem that way. You think
you have fallen into the abyss, but you don't really know what
the abyss is. God has saved you from destruction and ruin
many times. You were given life at the beginning of your
journey home to God. There was no other way but through the
trials and tribulations of our fallen world. Nothing will come
to pass that will cause you irreparable harm. God will stop the
lion's mouth before you are devoured. If not, God knows how
best to provide for you.

God will break the serpent's teeth before the poison
can enter your soul. God will be your friend when you have
no friends. God will stop the enemy at your door when he has
come to destroy you. God will put an end to him when he
wants to put an end to you.

God is the Eternal, and there is nothing that God
cannot do. His strong arm will save you, and His wisdom will
guide you home.
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Exploring the Scriptures

January 22nd,

Proverbs 3:5,6 Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and
lean not unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge
him, and he shall direct thy paths.

The Lord is a trustworthy God. The Lord has an
understanding like no other. Among the gods of our world,
there is none like the Almighty. Think of God first thing in the
morning and remember Him last thing before you fall asleep.
Do not keep the Lord at arm's length. Do not think of the Lord
only when you are in prayer. God is the God who belongs in
your waking thoughts. God is the God who deserves to be
thought of while you are on your feet.

Dwell on the works of His hands. Find the good in
each day, in the ticking of each moment. Look for the traces of
God's presence, for the Lord always leaves good behind. Give
God honor and praise, and the Spirit will give you direction
day by day. When the hard decisions come, do not wrestle and
struggle with them. Let them come before you, but only in the
presence of the Lord. Let peace be your guide, which is the
touch of the Lord's hand. Wait for God to give you the answer
spoken deep in your heart. Do not try to empty yourself of
your worries, but rather fill yourself with the Lord.

Revere and honor what God does and what God says,
and God will give you the knowledge to walk safely through
your day without stumbling. God will give you understanding
that others do not have, even those who are considered wise in
our world. The way to wisdom is through God's heart and
through your obedience to what God says to you. God will
give you what He has because He loves you.
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A 365 Day Devotional

January 23+,

James 1:2,3 My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into
divers temptations; knowing this, that the trying of your faith
worketh patience.

Do not worry about your humanity or how fragile you
are. God knows where you came from. It was God who
formed the first man from the muddy ground. God did not
plan to make Adam a god, someone who could live without
the Almighty. God allowed Adam to turn away from the Lord.
Our first mother and father made that choice, and our world
has been against God ever since. We now know so many
things that God wanted to keep from us.

God never intended for us to know the broken ways
that sin travels. God never intended for us to know the pain
and sorrow that walking away from Him brings. God never
intended for us to know the sting of failure and the burn of
shame, but we do now. God has even turned this into
something good for us. These sufferings have become our way
home to God, the way all humanity has walked. God has
sought us out in our tribulations. God has not left us alone
even in our sorrows.

Do not allow yourself to be consumed by worrying
about your troubled life. Do not worry about the many things
that are not yet in place. The more you know, the harder you
must fight to keep your peace. Rest in the Lord. God's perfect
work awaits you at the end of your journey. Do not expect
perfection outside of your place in God's arms. Right now you
are going through trials and tribulations. Accept this. Find joy
in the Lord even in your imperfections. Know that God has the
power to make all things right when they have brought you
home to Him.
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Exploring the Scriptures

January 24th,

Deuteronomy 31:6 Be strong and of a good courage, fear
not, nor be afraid of them: for the LORD thy God, he it is that doth
go with thee; he will not fail thee, nor forsake thee.

Do not fear the storm, but fear the Lord. Tremble in His
presence and not in the presence of your weakness. God is
worthy of fear, for God is the Lord of all lords and the God of
all gods. Your troubles are not worthy of your fear, nor is the
enemy worthy of your fear. Turn away from him, and do not
listen to him, but do not fear him. He is a fallen angel. He once
stood on the north side of God's holy mountain, but evil was
found in him. God has taken from him all that is holy and
pure and all that has life. The enemy deals only in darkness.
He thunders and roars at you, telling great swelling lies about
God and what God has planned for you. Do not believe the
enemy.

Let your heart be strong. Face your day head on. Speak
the words God gives you, words of truth and beauty. Give
thanks often. Open your mouth with praise for the Lord's
great name, for what God has done and is doing in our world.
Do not be afraid of the mountains that stand in your way.
They are small compared to God. The giants that march
against you make the ground shake under their feet. God
knows this, but God also knows who He is. The power of the
Lord is greater than the power of any giant. The power of the
giant is a frail thing compared to the power of the Lord.

Think quickly of God and the works of the Lord's
hand. See the beauty that God has spread around you and be
of a strong heart. Even in death, God will not forsake you nor
allow the darkness to destroy you. God will always be with
you. God will never leave you. God will always be with you
on your way home to Him.
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A 365 Day Devotional

January 25th,

Hebrews 13:15 By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of
praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks
to his name.

God is worthy of praise and worship. Honoring God's
name drives out the powers of the enemy that influence our
lives. God's praise waters the garden of your heart with the
glory of His presence. There is no substitute for worship. All
heaven worships God constantly, day and night. They bow
down and sing songs. They bend the knee and humble
themselves before God. There is none like the Lord in the
glory of our world or in the knowledge of our religious
leaders. God is the Most High, the Great and the Exalted. God
rules in heaven and on earth. What God speaks comes to pass,
and what God desires no one can withhold from Him.

God has no beginning and no end. Before the
mountains were formed, He was God. He saw them rise in
their glory and took note of their beauty. God was the hand
that formed them. There is no other besides the Almighty.
Begin your day with thanksgiving and end your hours with
praise. Speak your words to the heavens and bow your hearts
to the Lord. Your duty is not your praise, and your
performance of God's works is not your thanksgiving. God
wants our soul to marvel at what He has done. God wants our
hearts to give thanks for His deeds of old, for the freshness of
every morning, and for the setting of every sun. Do not
withhold from God what is due to Him. God has earned the
praise by His care for you. God gives and God takes away, but
God does not leave you without hope. God does not deprive
you of a heart that can return to Him. Praise His name and let
your lips often speak of His glory.
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Exploring the Scriptures

January 26th.

John 16:27 For the Father himself loveth you, because ye
have loved me, and have believed that I came forth from the Father.

God is the Lord of our world. The Son has walked our
streets and talked face to face with our people. God knows
what is in the heart of man, the darkness that lies beneath the
surface. God knows how the enemy has captured our minds
and taken over the centers of our powers. Everything is
backwards in our world. To tell a lie is to have a friend, and to
tell the truth is to walk alone. God knows what you have to
deal with. God knows the wrath you will face if you seek the
good. The Son faced our world. He felt the hatred that rises
from the hearts of evildoers against those who say the right
things.

The Son brought good, not evil, into our world. He fed
the hungry. He spoke comfort to the lost. He brought healing
to the sick and sight to the blind. He was hated for His
kindness and nailed to a cross for His love. This is what our
world does to those who seek and live the truth. God knows
because the Son was here and died among us.

God tells us these things not to trouble you, but to
comfort your heart. God understands those who hate you.
They are men and women whose hearts have been darkened
by the enemy. On the cross, the Son cried out with the voice
that echoed from the heart of God. "Forgive them, for they
know not what they do."

God heard his prayer and answered it. God reached
out to those people, and God is still reaching out to lost people
today. If God can reach them, they will be reached. Take
courage. Be at peace because the problems of our world have
been overcome. The damage that evil has done will one day be
erased from the record of eternity as if it never happened.
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A 365 Day Devotional

January 27th,

Proverbs 3:3 Let not kindness and truth forsake thee: Bind
them about thy neck; Write them upon the tablet of thy heart:

Our understanding is not like God's understanding
because the Father is not human. God formed the world and
planned the universe long before we came into existence. God
watched us being formed in our mother's womb and traced
the inner workings of our form with His fingers. God
understands the secret places of the heart and the high places
of the mind. God made them both, and God preserves them
with His power, with the power of His Word.

Do not think that you must understand everything.
Seek only to know if God does them. The Son chose the way of
humility and brokenness. Follow Him, be like Him, try to
model your life and actions on His life. He lived thirty years in
silence and peace. He worked in the carpentry shop of his
adopted earthly father, using His hands like an ordinary man.
If you had visited His shop, you would have found Him like
any other person you had met, except perhaps for the great joy
that leaped from His face at the sight of you. It would have
been as if He had always known you.

The love of God was in the heart of the Son, just as the
love for Him was in the heart of the Father. The Father
honored the Son because the Son was like the Father, humble
and unafraid of the evil one who hated God. Be like the Son.
Be fearless as He was. Don't think that you have to do great
deeds to have God's love for mankind in your heart. Do what
is right to those you meet and to each person for whom you
perform a task. Be fair, give an honest report, and do not
withhold your hand from humble work. Be like the Son, and
God will lead you to the great joy you desire.
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Exploring the Scriptures

January 28th,

Matthew 18:20 For where two or three are gathered together
in my name, there am 1 in the midst of them.

You do not need great numbers to attract God's
presence. You do not need the wise and the learned of your
world gathered with you to have God in your midst. You only
need God's name on your lips and God's glory in your heart.

The crowds and the glory are really for your sake and
not for God's sake. You don't think the effort of gathering is
worth your time unless you can feel important by being in the
midst of many people. That is why Jesus said, two or three.
That is all God needs to do His greatest and mightiest works.
God needs men and women who are willing to believe in Him
and not in the crowd. God is a jealous God, because all other
gods mean to do us harm. God will not share His glory with
men and women formed from the dust of the earth, or worse,
with the enemy who loves the crowd and the applause of the
crowd.

God is enough for you and you are enough for God.
Think about what God is saying. Think long and hard about
what kind of God He is. A God who is satisfied with what
little you bring Him. If God were proud of heart and exalted in
spirit, He would demand the best. Instead, God invites you to
come, broken in body, mind and soul, and in small numbers.
You bring nothing to God, but God brings everything to you.
God will give freely if you come freely.

This is the promise of the Lord and the breath that
flows upon the earth. Be small before the Lord and do not
exalt yourself, and God will grant you the desires of your
heart.
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A 365 Day Devotional

January 29th,

Isa 26:3 Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is
stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee.

Strive to make God the center of your world. Make
God your first thought when you wake up in the morning.
God does not seek domination. God does not need total focus,
an absorbing absorption that crowds out the rest of your life.
Let God be with you. Turn to God as to a friend, as to a helper
who is at your side, who wants to share everything with you.
Don't be ashamed to let God into the innermost secrets of your
mind. Let God see both your most cherished and your most
confused thoughts. Always surrender to God by
acknowledging His presence. Let God be a brief prayer on
your lips. "Thank you, my God, for being here."

God is your present help in need. He is not a distant
God to whom you must bow down every night for His
approval. Bow to the Almighty for who God is, a God with
whom you have been all day. Practice God's presence. Believe
in God's presence. He is the God who comes out of the
atmosphere of your world, not a God who lives only in His
high and lofty place on the north side of His holy mountain.
God knows your world and He knows you. You need God to
bring order and discipline into your lives. The Lord is the only
God who can tame the wild waters and calm the high winds of
the storm. God is the only one who can calm the tempestuous
turmoil of your life.

Open the gates of your heart and let God enter. He has
opened His hands to you. God welcomes you with everlasting
joy. God will build a strong fortress around you, even a shelter
that will protect you from every storm. The Lord will do this
because God has loved you very much.
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Exploring the Scriptures

January 30th,

Psalms 112:7 He shall not be afraid of evil tidings: his heart
is fixed, trusting in the LORD.

The sudden appearance of evil is designed by the
enemy to surprise and unsettle you. Rest in the Lord. There is
nothing about evil that God does not know. God has a remedy
to undo the works of darkness. Your enemy is God's enemy.
The Son drank the cup of sorrow and sin in the Garden of
Gethsemane the night before His crucifixion. The wickedness
of the enemy could not overcome Him. The Son's blood was
greater than the poison of evil. His blood can wash the darkest
stain and make the red crimson of shame white as snow. You
will come out of your troubles clean and washed and pure.
God can promise you this because the Son faced and overcame
the worst that the evil one conceived in his wicked mind.

You will also overcome. Even in death, your troubles
will not overwhelm you. The morning is coming when
everything will be made right. That is the day when God will
have gathered the last of those who can be reached in our
world and will put an end to sickness, disease and evil.

In the meantime, do not be frightened by the eruption
of wickedness that attacks your peace and invades your life.
Dwell with the Lord even when you cannot feel God. The Son
has been where you are, and He has conquered. Stay with the
Lord. Do not run in fear into the arms of a worse evil. Stay
where you are. Stand still and let God fight your battles for
you. Shelter in God's arms. The anchor will hold even if the
sails of your ship are torn and shattered.

God will keep you in perfect peace as your mind rests
in Him. Trust in the Lord forever, for God has become your
everlasting strength.
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A 365 Day Devotional

January 31st.

Psalms 28:7 The LORD is my strength and my shield; my
heart trusted in him, and I am helped.: therefore my heart greatly
rejoiceth; and with my Song will I praise him.

End your day and your month with thanksgiving.
Thank God for the smallest things. A thankful heart is the
dwelling place of righteousness. Praising God's great name
will drive out the enemy and any hold he has over your life.
God is your shield from evil and the harm that evil brings.
God will protect you from more things than you can imagine.
The troubles that come your way are under His control. Thank
God even for trouble, for He will bring good out of the
torment of evil. Your faith in God, when the waters threaten to
overflow your head, fills the halls of heaven with mighty
praises. These are the sweetest notes that any tongue has ever
uttered, and they are preserved forever. One day you will hear
them for yourself. They will be played in the halls beneath
God's holy mountain to honor your arrival because you
trusted the Lord in the darkest hours of your life.

As you see the evidence of God's help and feel the
Spirit comforting your heart, praise the Lord. When the storms
overwhelm you, praise God in the wind and rain. When the
howls of the wicked fill your ears, praise God in response to
his lies. Thanksgiving drives out wickedness, and a thankful
heart is washed clean. Sing to the Lord from your deepest
valley and lift up to God the song that rises from your greatest
failure.

God will bless you with an everlasting inheritance.
God will feed you at the river of water forever. God will lift
you up and not let you down. His glorious beauty will
surround you. God is the Mighty One, and He will not fail
you.
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Exploring the Scriptures

February 1st.

Psalms 91:11, 12 For he shall give his angels charge over
thee, to keep thee in all thy ways. They shall bear thee up in their
hands, lest thou dash thy foot against a stone.

There is a secret place where God dwells, a house
where the proud and the lofty of spirit do not dwell. Live with
the Lord there, among the lowly flowers of the field and the
humble creatures of the forest. They have a beauty and glory
that the proud and the rich of our world do not possess. Speak
of God as your refuge, the place where you can find hope in a
troubled and downcast world. Talk to others about the Lord,
tell them of the rest they can find in the Almighty. Do not keep
God a secret. Tell them of the hope the Lord brings, the
protection God gives from sudden destruction and the snares
of the wicked. God delivers those who live with Him. God
saves them from certain ruin and from the hopelessness of
total loss. Nothing is lost with the Lord, not even your bitterest
tears.

God will cover you with His wings. His angels will
guard you. They will protect you through the night. They will
bring peace and not fear as you walk through the darkness
and the fiercest storm. Many will run in fear and dismay
because of the trouble that has come, but your rest will not be
disturbed. The Lord is the God who carries His children close
to His heart and protects even their feet from the destruction
of the wicked.

Many are those who will fall at your right hand, and
on your left hand you will see only the destruction of those
who do not know the Lord. He is your God, and you are His
child. Nothing in heaven or earth can take you out of His
hand.
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A 365 Day Devotional

February 2nd,

Romans 12:2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what
is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

God has shown you great mercy. God brought heaven
down to live in our world through the life of the Son. God has
sent the Holy Spirit as your Comforter to walk with you and
be with you always. The Lord is your God and He created
you. The Lord holds your future in His hands. Do not try to
mold your heart into a shape that fits our world. You don't
belong in a universe full of sorrow and sin. God has far better
plans for you. Don't seek comfort in your sphere, but in who
God is and what God is doing.

Dwell on the many wonderful things that God has
done and is doing in our world. They are the ones that bear a
true and faithful record of who God is. The works of evil men
tell the story of the enemy, not the Lord. Give God what you
are, for He will make you what you ought to be. Focus your
mind, will, and emotions on the Almighty. What God wants
from you is not action. God wants conformity to who He is.
You will get that by dwelling with the Lord, by a total
surrender to God's character and God's works. The Lord is not
trying to take things away from you that will benefit you. God
is trying to give you things that will mold you into the kind of
creature that can live with the Lord forever.

The more you become like the Son, the better you will
see what God's good things are like. The sooner you will be
transformed into the kind of creature that has eternal weight
and glory. God is perfection, and He will lead you to the
perfect world. The Lord God will surely do this.
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Exploring the Scriptures

February 3,

Romans 8:35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?
shall tribulation, or anguish, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness,
or peril, or sword?

God knew before He created the worlds how He
would bring you into His life. God knew that this would be
done by conforming you to the image of the Son. This is one of
the reasons God sent the Son into our world so that we could
see what He is like and what God is like. The Lord is not
against you. The Lord has a perfect plan. If you cooperate with
God, there is nothing that can stop that plan from unfolding.
God will make you like the Son. God will do this in trouble, in
sunshine, in whatever happens in your life. God will use all
these things to mold and form you into His purpose and His
ways. God will always be there for you when you are on the
path that God has chosen for you before the beginning of time.

Set this matter firmly in your heart. God is on your
side. The only question is, are you on God's side? Will you
cooperate with the Father in this transformation process that
God has planned for you? Many have used the caterpillar as
an example of what God is doing. The caterpillar is just a
worm wiggling around on the earth. One day it begins to
wrap itself in a cocoon, thread by thread. God knows that the
troubles and trials of your life feel like the threads of a cocoon
wrapping you up, but if you will trust the Lord and not tear
the threads that God is weaving for you. One day, you too will
emerge as a beautiful butterfly worthy of soaring into the skies
of your eternal home.

God promises us eternal life if we believe in Him. God
promises you a safe and secure refuge that no one can take
away from you. God promises you life that springs up into
eternal life that nothing can extinguish from your heart. God
will instruct you. God will give you discretion and teach you.
God will not withhold any good from you.
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A 365 Day Devotional

February 4th,

Psalms 29:11 The LORD will give strength unto his people;
the LORD will bless his people with peace.

There is power and glory in God's voice. There is
power in God's speech. Through God's words, He has caused
thunder to crash upon the earth. The sound rolls over the
waters to reach the distant shores. By God's voice, He breaks
the tall cedars in half and bends the proud branches to the
ground. God causes the rocks to leap over the mountains and
the high peaks to be shrouded in dark clouds. God drives the
whirlwind and the fire that rushes over the high hills. God
shakes the heavens with the sound of His words and draws
dark funnels in the sky to strike terror into the hearts of the
wicked. There is no place where God has not been, or secret
heart that God has not visited. God knows the whispers of
kings in their chambers, and the secrets of the wicked when
they plot against the elect. God speaks against the wicked, and
he trembles. The enemy knows that his doom is certain, yet he
defies God's most holy commandments.

God teaches the mountain sheep to climb the highest
rocks and instructs them to bring forth their lambs in the caves
where they are hidden. God rides the waters that overflow the
banks of the rivers. God guides the torrent in the stream with
the power of His voice.

Do not be afraid of the evil that speaks in our world.
Fear the Lord, for what he has said he will do. Surely God will
deliver you. Surely God will save your soul from destruction.
Surely God will take vengeance on the hearts of the wicked,
on those who torture the little ones. Be strong in the Lord and
do not faint. God may be angry for the night, but He will draw
near to you in the morning. God will bless you with His peace.
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Exploring the Scriptures

February 5th.

Romans 8:6 For to be carnally minded is death; but to be
spiritually minded is life and peace.

The many things that you do on your own, your
schedules, your plans, your good intentions, these are all
things that come from your own mind. They will only lead
you deeper into condemnation because they will never satisfy
your heart. Righteousness is what you really desire. In your
deepest heart, you long for the breath of heaven. God sent the
Son into our world to lead us out of condemnation and
hopelessness into a world that God would teach us about. The
Spirit will write new laws on our hearts. He will turn our
hearts to the Lord.

God is asking for your cooperation, not your
performance. God is asking you to occupy your mind with
what He wants. Follow the gentle nudging of the Spirit in
your heart as you go through your day. If you dwell on your
own things, your own hopes, your own expectations, you will
only experience frustration because what you do will never
meet even your own standard.

God will teach you a different way. God will guide you
through another mind that is greater than yours and so much
wiser. The desire and love for our own way is present in the
heart of every man and woman of our world. God will never
make peace with your way of doing things. God will not
compromise with you. There is no choice but to accept the
Lord's ways and the Lord's laws if you want to escape the evil
of our world that haunts our hearts. The Lord is life, and the
only life that is eternal. Trust in God and throw yourself
completely on the Almighty. The arm of flesh will fail you,
even your own arm. They will fail as surely as the rising and
setting of the sun. God alone is your help and your sure and
steadfast consolation.
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A 365 Day Devotional

February 6th.

1Timothy 2:8 I will therefore that men pray everywhere,
lifting up holy hands, without wrath and doubting.

Begin your day with thanksgiving for the people
around you, your spouse, your family members, your
neighborhood, and your government. Peace and godliness
flow from a grateful heart, and restlessness flows from a
complaining spirit. God wants you to live a peaceful life,
untroubled by dishonesty and cunning. Such a life is pleasing
to the Lord and leads to better things ahead.

Pray for those you meet during the day who do not
know me. Even if they do know me, pray for them, inquire
about their day, and see if you can be of help to them. Be
thankful for the opportunities that come your way to serve
people. Trust the Lord to guide you through them, and don't
be overwhelmed with guilt or motivated by judgment. Give
what is in your heart to give, which is the burden God has laid
upon you. The burdens of the Lord are always light and can be
shared with thanksgiving in your heart.

God wants all people to know Him and enjoy the
benefits of the life He can give them. God is the truth, and God
is the only one who speaks the truth into our world. God gave
the Son to redeem you and our whole world from the grip of
sin and darkness. Lift up your hands to the heavens and pray
every day for the light to shine brighter and brighter. Hope for
the dawn of the morning when God's world will illuminate
ours and the darkness will be banished forever.

Love the Lord your God, for He has heard your voice
from on high. God has inclined His ear to you, and God will
surely answer you.
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Exploring the Scriptures

February 7th,

Romans 8:28 And we know that all things work together for
good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to
his purpose.

The same sufferings that you experience have been
visited upon the creatures of our world and upon the earth
beneath you and the heavens above you. They wait with us for
the day to come when God's full purposes will be
accomplished and both you and our world will be freed from
the bondage of corruption.

There will be no more decay or death in the world to
come. This is the hope that can beat in every heart, and as this
hope beats in your breast, God's creation that lies around us
will feel the lightened burden. They too will lift their heads
and draw strength from your hope.

This hope is an invisible hope, for trouble still stalks
our world. If this hope were seen, there would be no reason to
hope, for you would see the glory that God has planned for
you and for all creation. God has sent the Spirit back to you.
He will help you. He will carry your burdens and your groans
with you. He will take the cries that come from your lips and
from the creatures around you and turn them into prayers that
reach heaven. They are a testimony of the longing that is in
your heart and in the bosom of God's creation, a longing for
freedom from pain and from sin.

When you cannot find the words to pray, the Spirit will
pray for you, using the deep groaning of your heart as the
breath that searches out the will that God has planned for you
and for our world. Nothing will be wasted.
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A 365 Day Devotional

February 8th,

Ephesians 2:6,7 And hath raised us up together, and made
us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: that in the ages to
come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness
toward us through Christ Jesus.

You were once dead in the sins and darkness of our
world, even when you thought you were alive. God reached
out to you and God visited you while you were a slave to the
evil one who rules our universe. The enemy is busy enslaving
minds and pulling souls further and further away from God
and God's mercy.

You were naturally a creature of our world. You were
born with a natural mind and bound to our laws of
corruption. God made you alive in the Son. God has prepared
for you a life in the Son that you can access through your faith
and trust in the Lord. God's great mercy and grace are the
reason He invites you into this new life He has prepared for
you. You did not cause God to love you, and you cannot cause
God to stop my love for you. The only one who can keep you
from accepting God's offer is you. The choice is yours.

You can turn from the life you know to the life God has
already purchased for you. This is not a lowly life like the one
you know-born in pain and sorrow. The life that God has for
you is already beginning to work in your heart. You can lift
your eyes to the Lord in the midst of your troubles and know
that God has already seated you in a place close to His heart, a
place near the north side of His mountain, a place high and
lifted up. Not only has God done this, but if you accept God's
offer, He will continue to show you His grace and kindness in
the ages to come. God will lead you into a world different
from the one you have known. A world where you will live
with the Lord forever.
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Exploring the Scriptures

February 9th,

Psalms 27:7 Hear, O Jehovah, when I cry with my voice:
Have mercy also upon me, and answer me.

God is your light and your salvation. Seek the face of
the Lord and trust in Him. Seek God as the thirsty deer seeks
watering places, as the eagle seeks the sky to spread his wings
and soar. Do not be afraid, for He is the Lord. God has you in
the palm of His hand. When the enemy comes with his armies
to surround you with trouble, do not be afraid of his roar or
the sound of his mockery. He brings you nothing but strife
and war, with a thousand conflicting voices fighting in your
mind. Silence them all, and try not to answer any of them. The
Lord is your God. He will answer your enemy, for the evil one
is also the enemy of the Lord.

God will bring you beauty to behold in the midst of
your troubles. The tiny flowers that grow on the highest
mountain slopes will adorn your life. They will bloom in the
wind and in the snow because God has made them with His
own hand. You are the sculpture of God's most sacred
thoughts. You are the apple of God's eye, the beloved who
dwells in God's beauty. Do not seek happiness in the empty
hills of the enemy, who does not rejoice in God's laws or the
works of God's hands. The enemy is empty and without
understanding, but God will make you wise if you dwell in
His presence.

Rise up and seek the Lord daily. God will be your joy
and your salvation. God will be the Lord God Almighty to
those who fear Him. Seek one thing from the Lord, that you
may dwell in His house forever, and behold His beauty
throughout the ages. God is the Lord, and there is none like
Him. He is the stone that the builders rejected, and the Lord
has become the chief cornerstone of the house in which you
live.
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A 365 Day Devotional

February 10th,

Psalms 32:8 1 will instruct thee and teach thee in the way
which thou shalt go: I will guide thee with mine eye.

God has blessed you with forgiveness and covered
your life with His blood. God will no longer keep a record of
your transgressions, nor will He remember your sins against
Him. For they are as far away as the east is from the west. God
has forgotten them. They are washed and cleansed in the
blood of the Son. God will teach you the ways of heaven. God
will tell you the whispers of holy conversation. Without the
Lord, you scream in the night in pain, or you go mad in the
silence of our world. God has redeemed you. God has made
you holy. God has taken you into His life.

You sought God while I was to be found. Before the
Almighty closes the doors of time, you have called upon God
and He has answered. The Lord will be your hiding place
when trouble comes to your land, when the evil one assembles
his armies around you. Don't be stubborn like a mule or a
horse that won't turn to the right or to the left without a bit in
its mouth. The sorrow that comes from a lack of
understanding is something that God wants to spare you.
Listen to the words of the Lord and consult with Him. Consult
God before you decide anything in life, even the smallest
things that seem insignificant. The gentle voice of the Spirit
will be there, the nudge in your spirit, telling you the right
way to go.

Rejoice in the righteous life that God has prepared for
you, and do not return to the ways of sin from which God has
saved you. Shout aloud every day about the greatest of your
salvation, and remember the depths from which God has
pulled you. Do not walk in them as God does not walk in
them.
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Exploring the Scriptures

February 11th,

John 1:4,5 In him was life; and the life was the light of men.
And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it
not.

In the beginning of our world, the Son dwelt with God
in the heavens above you, where there is no darkness nor the
touch of a shadow to dim the light that flows between the
Father and the Son. The Son is like the Father. When you see
Him, you see the Father. In every likeness there is no
difference between the two. In the Father was the Word that
spoke the power that created our worlds and everything you
see. All things, great and small, high and low, of the created
beings were formed and fashioned by the words of His mouth.
He is the Lord Almighty, and there is none like our God.

When you allow the Lord to enter your life, there is
much light. God does not delight in darkness. God holds forth
the fire of His glory to illuminate your world and to bring to
light all the work that He has done and that you have done.
You need not fear the light. When God exposes the darkness
of our world, He also brings the remedy for our shortcomings.
The light is not the light of judgment, but the healing of the
sickness and wounds that our enemy has left behind. The evil
one is a worker of darkness and hates our light. He hides the
evil that dwells in his mind and speaks great swelling words
about his intentions. They are lies. His darkness is not good for
you. The damage done to your soul will be beyond
comprehension.

Do not be like the enemy. Do not love darkness. Bring
your whole life into the light and God will heal the deepest
wound of your soul. There is no sorrow on earth that heaven
cannot heal.
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A 365 Day Devotional

February 12th,

Psalms 37:4 Delight thyself also in the LORD; and he shall
give thee the desires of thine heart.

Don't be overly concerned when you see others who
don't know God doing evil things. This is the way of our
world, and they don't know any other way. Give them the
same mercy and grace that God has given you. Let them see
the life you live, which is a life that delights in God's ways.
This will give them a chance to change. Your condemnation
will not win them to your side. Your delight in God and in
God's laws will show them what a life of abundance and joy
looks like.

Let your heart be filled with compassion for the world
around you that dwells in wickedness. If God's love cannot
reach them, they may be gone before another day dawns and
they once again see the glory of God's sun. Do not allow your
anger to rise against them, or your words to spew forth great
clouds of condemnation. Nothing good will come because of
your wrath. Let them see a life that has lasting foundations.
Show them kindness and let a smile illuminate their dark
world.

You have found in God what you really want, and so
will the rest of our world. Be a welcome mat, a hand extended
in friendship, a heart open to love and not to hate. Show them
that the desires of their heart will flourish in God's world.
They already know they don't flourish in ours. Direct all your
ways in God's ways. Enjoy the Lord and His law. Praise God
with an upright heart. Bless his name, and let your lips speak
of the Lord's righteous judgments. For He is good, and His
word shall be a lamp unto your feet, a light to your path
forever.
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Exploring the Scriptures

February 13th,

John 14:27 Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you:
not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be
troubled, neither let it be afraid.

The Lord is the God who has the words of life. The
Father spoke the words that created the worlds and the entire
universe. If you love God, you will love His words, and you
will obey His words. God's instructions are near and dear to
your heart, as a beloved child holds his father's advice
precious. God has given you the spirit that will testify of the
Father. The Spirit will not speak words of his own, but he will
tell you what the Father has said. The Spirit will bring to your
mind in the darkest of nights the words that God has spoken
to you. God knows the ways of our world, and God knows the
thoughts of our world. For the Almighty dwells in the
heavens, and you dwell on the earth. God brought down the
heavens to bring you home to Himself. We know this because
God told us.

The world does not love God, nor does the world keep
God's commandments. The Father does not speak the words
of men who are puffed up in their minds and full of their own
importance. God is the Lord, the Highest One, and there is
none like Him. The Lord speaks the words that bring you life,
that bring health and happiness to your soul. This will be so if
you allow God's words to guide your life.

The Almighty is your Father and you are His child.
You are at peace because you seek to obey God. You are at
ease because you know that you belong to Him. You do not
work to earn the Lord's favor, nor do you seek to gain His
acceptance. God has already accepted you and you belong to
Him. Walk as a child of God among the people of our world.
Let them see your peace and tell them that God is ready to
welcome them home as God has welcomed you home.
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A 365 Day Devotional

February 14th,

Isaiah 41:13 For I the LORD thy God will hold thy right
hand, saying unto thee, Fear not; I will help thee.

The Lord is the God who commands the storms to
cease. The Lord speaks to the islands of the sea. The Lord
commands them to be quiet so that His people may renew
their strength. The Lord is the God who exalts the humble to
rule over kings. The Lord is the God who brings down the
haughty. The Lord makes them eat grass like the cattle of the
field.

The Lord is the God who has thought the matter over
and completed the task. He was present at the beginning of
our world. The Almighty has formed the deep with the touch
of His finger, and has shaped the uttermost parts of the earth
with the engravings of His hand. The Lord has fashioned all
things after the wisdom of His mind, but you, His chosen one,
He has molded into the image of His Son. God took you from
your mother's breast and called you His own. You are
precious in His sight. You are unlike any other creature God
has made.

Do not be afraid of the darkness or the terror that
walks in your streets. You are God's servant and God has
called you. The Lord is your God and He will strengthen you.
The Lord will uphold you with His righteousness. The Lord
will teach you holy things. All those who rise up to call you
forsaken will be ashamed of their foolish words when they see
you prosper and their plans fail. The day will come when you
will look for them, and they will not be found. This will be
because God is with you, and God has spoken. Fear not them,
nor the terror of their faces. The Lord is your God, and you are
His beloved. Let all men be comforted, and let them turn to
Zion, to the God of Jacob, who is their refuge. He will no
longer mark iniquity. The Lord will forgive and will make
them hope in the Almighty.
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Exploring the Scriptures

February 15,

Isaiah 42:8 I am the LORD: that is my name: and my glory
will I not give to another, neither my praise to graven images.

There are many things in our world that make
promises to you: money, fame, greatness, and power.
Compared to God, they are idols that have hands but cannot
comfort you for long. They have feet, but they do not take you
anywhere of lasting value. They have eyes, and they profess to
see into a secure future, but they last only a day. Before the
year is over, they vanish like a mist that lingers before the
morning sun. They have ears that profess to hear your cries,
but they lie to you. None of them can help you.

They are not forever. God alone is the Lord. God alone
has established His glory forever. From the rising of the sun to
the setting of the same, God is, and God will always be. God
alone speaks, and it always comes to pass. God alone
promises, and His words do not fail. God alone among the
gods of the earth has feet that walk among us forever. God has
been with you in your sorrows and in your temptations. God
has been with you in your successes and in your joys. God is,
and God will remain long after they are gone with the wind.

God shares His glory with no one, for God alone is
true. Rest your heart in His name and invest your life in His
commandments. Give to God and spare not, for He will not
cease until you have been rewarded a thousand fold, both in
this life and in the life to come.

Sing a new song to the Lord and send His praise
throughout the earth. Let the sound of your rejoicing go down
to the sea and reach the inhabitants of the islands. Bless the
Lord and fear not. Lift up your hands in His holy city. Praise
the Lord and do not cease while you have breath, to glorify
God forever.
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A 365 Day Devotional

February 16th.

Isaiah 30:15 For thus saith the Lord GOD, the Holy One of
Israel; In returning and rest shall ye be saved, in quietness and in
confidence shall be your strength: and ye would not.

No matter what your life situation is, whether you find
the road easy or difficult, God's instructions for you are the
same. Draw near to the Lord and make room in your heart for
His holiness. Do not bother trying to define what God's
holiness is. God knows what it is, and God will bring Himself
to you when He comes. Prepare the way and keep the door of
your heart open.

Do this with unwavering faith and confidence in God's
coming. If you are ready, God will come. Rest in this promise,
regardless of whether circumstances seem to support such a
conclusion. Storm clouds are no threat to God, nor do they
hinder His work. The only obstacle to God is the closed door
of a heart. God will not force His way in. Nor will God take
over by force. God wants a welcome mat at the front door, and
this is the welcome mat God is looking for, your trust in Him,
even when you cannot see God.

Great strength and courage will fill your heart when
God comes. In great trouble, God will calm the storm in your
mind. God will do this when you put your trust in Him. The
racing of your mind will never save you. Nor will you find life
in your own plans. God is the one who brings wholeness to
your life because He is the Holy One of Israel.

At God's rebuke, a thousand will flee from you. Like a
beacon on a mountain and a sign on a hill, so will God be to
you when you take hold of His holy name. The Lord is good
and full of righteousness. The Lord is the Lord God who will
surely save you.
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Exploring the Scriptures

February 17th,

2Corinthians 5:17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a
new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are
become new.

God is the Lord who will bring forth a new creation in
you. This will be a new spiritual creature born in the likeness
of God. On the cross, the Lord asked you to lay down your old
self in the tomb with the Son so that God could give birth to
this new creature in your heart. This new creature will be born
again. He will not have the life of your earthly father and
mother flowing through him. Rather, he will be filled with the
resurrection power of God. Nothing of your old self has any
influence on him. He is a completely new creature, born of the
life of heaven.

You will not be able to see this new creation. It is
totally a spiritual being, but it is in your heart because God has
placed it there. There is nothing of your old life in it. All the
wise men of our world will advise you to look to your past to
find healing for your future. That is not the way God's world
works. God asks you to look to the future to find healing for
your past. The Son is the hope of eternity.

God has made all things new with our new creation.
God has created a being born of the power that raised the Son
from the grave. As you look to heaven and trust the work of
heaven in you, the healing powers of that new life will begin
to work and abound in you. The rivers of water will flow
outward, even into your past, until all the salty, briny waters
touched by sin are cleansed. You will experience life and life in
abundance, but the source of all joy is not in the past, but in
the future that God has created for you.
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A 365 Day Devotional

February 18th,

Zephaniah 3:17 The LORD thy God in the midst of thee is
mighty; he will save, he will rejoice over thee with joy; he will rest in
his love, he will joy over thee with singing.

God does not rejoice in your old life and the
devastation you have experienced from the enemy's poison.
Nor does God rejoice in the transgressions of others and how
they have affected you. Rather, God rejoices in the new life He
has placed in you. God was able to create this life in you just
as God was able to raise the Son from the grave. Not only
could God raise the Son, but God was able to protect the Son
from any corruption experienced in His body during His three
days of death.

You may not feel like a new person. Your senses are
very attuned to and affected by the corruption around you. Do
not be troubled by this. God has made you new. Know this
without doubt or uncertainty. If you have chosen to lay down
your old life in the grave with the Son. God has raised you to
eternal life, and you will never experience spiritual death
again.

Should God not rejoice in His work in you? Should
God not sit back and enjoy the love He has for you? Should
God not rejoice in what He has done? For God has not done a
small thing. God has put the life of heaven in you. Everything
is new from now on. God knows this, and God also knows
that you are not fully convinced. God is not going to argue
with you. God is only asking you to trust Him enough to keep
the door of your heart open to what God has said and done.
Let in a little of God's light and see if this is not truly the dawn
of a new day. Behold, God will undo all who afflict you. God
will save those who falter in their steps and stumble in their
ways. God will gather the scattered, and God will spread His
praise and glory throughout the earth. This is what the Lord
has said, and this is what the Lord will do.
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Exploring the Scriptures

February 19th,

Exodus 3:14 And God said unto Moses, | AM THAT I AM:
and he said, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM
hath sent me unto you.

There is no greater name by which God calls Himself
than the name associated with His living existence. God has
always been alive, and God will always be alive. There is no
other God who can make this claim. God is the source and
beginning of life. All things are the work of His hands. Bow
down to the Lord and not to the gods of our world, which are
many. They are but shadows compared to the immortality
that comes from the Father. They promise you many things
that are in our world. God promises you eternal life with Him.
They promise you gold, silver, comfort, and glory. God
promises you a more abundant life that begins to grow in our
present age, but does not end with the end of our life on earth.
God's life has always been, and this is the life into which God
welcomes you. Life that springs from the midst of God's being.
Proclaim God's existence to the world around you.

Speak to your good days. Say, "You are but for a
moment, but I belong to One who is forever."

Speak boldly to your bad days. Tell them that they are
but the breath of the morning, a dew that sits on the grass and
is burned away with the rising of the sun. Speak to the passing
of your years. Tell them that they will do no lasting harm, for
you know the One who made the years, the One who will
restore them like the eagle that soars into the sky to reach the
rays of the sun. Tell your world that God lives, and tell the
people that you will surely live with the Lord. Tell them that
this will happen because it is God's good pleasure.

God exists because God is, and there is none like Him.
He is the Lord God who lives forever.
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A 365 Day Devotional

February 20th,

Colosians 1:27, 28 To whom God would make known what
is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is
Christ in you, the hope of glory: Whom we preach, warning every
man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may present
every man perfect in Christ Jesus.

If you surrender your life to God, He will give you new
life, the same kind of life that is in the Son. The Son left his
home with the Father. The Son left the riches contained in the
eternal realms. He left the light to visit our dark world. He
humbled Himself, even to death on a cross, to bring you the
life that the Father and the Son have together. The riches of
our world are nothing compared to the glory of God's world.
Your faith will be the door through which you enter the hope
of eternal life with God. Speak of this hope to yourself in your
dark hours. Speak of this hope to others in their dark nights.
There is no other hope offered to our world but faith in the
work of the Son.

Perfection comes through the Son. Not full perfection
in our time, but a beginning of the new life that God will give
birth in you. God intends to redeem you completely, body,
soul and spirit. God intends to leave nothing unlike Himself in
your entire being. God intends to bring everything into health,
wellness and complete joy. You will live with God as He has
now begun to live with you. Tell your world of the perfection
to come. Speak peace and hope to them. Always give them
expectation as God has given you hope even in your darkest
night.

This is the glory that the Father shared with the Son
and that they want to share with you. A glory that does not
fade. A glory that is the fellowship of heaven. God is life, and
God is life more abundantly.
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Exploring the Scriptures

February 21st.

Colosians 2:6,7 As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus
the Lord, so walk ye in him: rooted and built up in him, and
stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein
with thanksgiving.

Give thanks for the life you have in the Son. Build your
life around that thanksgiving. Give thanks for everything that
comes into your life, even the hard times and the troubles. You
may not see them as the friends they are, but God promises
you that they will abound to your eternal benefit. The Son
accepted suffering to redeem mankind. Be willing to share in
His sufferings that exist in our world. Be willing to accept
suffering to bring light to others. Speak of this life that God is
bringing to those you know.

Receive the Lord and His life not just once, but every
day. Receive God as you receive a new breath, a breath that
must enter your new man, the one God has formed after his
own life. Let the new creation breathe deeply of the air of
heaven. You may not feel what faith does to your inner being,
but the life of the new creature needs the oxygen of heaven as
your lungs need the air of our world.

Put your roots deep in your new life by believing every
day that God exists in you as you go out into our world. Lift
your thoughts to heaven often during your waking hours. Do
not try to imagine what God is like. God knows what He is
like, and that is enough. Just receive into yourself what God
has. Give thanks for what God is and for what God is giving
you, without needing to know what God's form or substance
is like. Your mind is not yet a trustworthy vessel. Only when
you see God face to face can your mind be trusted to tell you
about the Almighty.

In the meantime, believe that God has come to you,
and always give thanks.
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A 365 Day Devotional

February 22nd,

John 16:24 Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask,
and ye shall receive, that your joy may be full.

God has given you many things that are like the
eternal worlds. But our world is an empty place compared to
heaven. The earth that exists now was not designed to be our
eternal home. There is so much more to come. There is so
much more glory in heaven than the glory of the creation that
surrounds us now. God has only given us a small part, a tiny
foretaste, of what will be revealed to those who love the Lord.
There is an abundance and overflowing of joy in heaven that
cannot even be imagined at this time.

Begin your journey to heaven by asking for the things
you lack. The Father and the Son have already desired these
things for you. God plans to bring you fully into the glory of
the Lord and the joy of heaven. This will happen when you
walk through the dark valley of death that the Son has walked
before you. He will be there to hold your hand and see you
safely through to the other side. Sorrow and suffering cannot
yet be removed from your lives. God cannot yet give you
everything you ask for, but that itself will be a growing and
stretching journey for you.

Ask and ask often. Ask fully and do not be
discouraged by the lack of an obvious answer. God takes great
pleasure in your asking, in your desire for a better world than
the one you have, which is stained and darkened by sin. God
is very concerned when you lose hope and do not ask for good
things. Ask and do not doubt God's decision to give you what
you desire. God's will is to give you all that heaven has.
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Exploring the Scriptures

February 23rd,

Psalms 89:15, 16 Blessed is the people that know the joyful
sound: they shall walk, O LORD, in the light of thy countenance. In
thy name shall they rejoice all the day: and in thy righteousness shall
they be exalted.

You will not find a blissful state by dwelling on your
present problems or worries. They are not the center of things.
God is the center of both your world and the world to come. A
world that God intends to share fully with you. God's name
may not seem relevant to our world or to what is happening
around you. Yet this is an illusion that the enemy has taken
great time and effort to present to you. Our world is real only
because God holds all time and space in His hand. The day is
coming when God will bring an end to our world, and God
will build a much better one. Do not put your hope or trust in
what you see. The institutions around you boast. They talk
about how long they have existed, but God has existed
forever. None of them is like God.

Do not honor them above God. Do not look to them for
light or instructions on how to live. They tell far too many lies,
and even the truth they do speak is wrapped in a mortal body
that will soon lie in the grave.

Everything about our world is constantly changing and
disappearing, even the proud voices that say otherwise and
speak the loudest. Do not believe them or their claims of
permanence. They will be gone before many years have
passed, long before they come close to existing as God does.
They will die, but God is eternal. Rejoice in the Lord. Seek God
first before seeking their counsel. Only with God's word
sealed in your heart will you be truly blessed. In
righteousness God reigns and lives forever, for God is the
Lord, the Holy One of Israel.
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A 365 Day Devotional

February 24th,

1Corinthians 13:4 Charity suffereth long, and is kind;
charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up.

You should not expect to understand everything
perfectly from the perspective of our world. What God has
told you is enough for now. God has been very clear about
certain things. You can understand them. God sent the Son to
our world. He came, was born as a baby in a manger, and
grew up to be a man who worked in a carpenter shop. God
told you about the Son. He said that the Son was just like His
heavenly Father. God said that the Son was not like the
religious rulers of His day, nor was the Son like what most
religious rulers will always be. They seek their own ends.
They are willing to make God's laws fit their plans and
purposes. They ignore what God says when it suits them, and
they exaggerate what God says when it suits them.

The Son was not like this, for the Son was like the
Father. God is a God of mercy, a God of compassion, and God
is exceedingly humble. The Son was willing to die on a cross
to reach you because that was the nature of the Father. God
gives and God does not take away at your expense. God is the
God who created the beauty you see in your world. God loves
those who are like Him and create beauty in the world around
them.

God's laws were never intended to be the final
expression of who God is. The Son understood this and
allowed His disciples to eat corn on the Sabbath for the simple
reason that they were hungry. He healed on the most holy day
because God made the holy days for your benefit and not for
His own. Do not let what you can see blind your eyes to what
you see-God and the Spirit at work. God has been very clear
about who He is.
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Exploring the Scriptures

February 25,

1Thessalonians 5:8 But let us, who are of the day, be
sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love; and for an
helmet, the hope of salvation.

Know that you have many spiritual enemies in our
world. They are also God's enemies and were God's enemies
long before they were yours. Do not give them a foothold in
your life. Do not partake or dabble in the dark arts, for they
are the masters of deception. They come to you with siren
songs of secret knowledge, but do not believe them. All
hidden things that cannot be done in the light of day are not of
God. The Lord is always straightforward and honest. God
does not promise things to trap you and bind you deeper and
deeper with chains of darkness. Watch out for bondage. If
your freedom is taken away from you, then God is not in the
work you have been doing.

God is light, and God deals in light. God is of the day,
even though God works in the darkness of our world. Do not
let dreams of greatness lure you away from reality. Our world
is a hard place, and our world will always be a hard place
until God has completely cleansed sin and sorrow from every
crevice of His creation. God will surely come. Even if God
delays long, the Lord will come. When God comes, the Lord
will come with love for you and for all mankind. If what you
are doing creates hatred in your heart for others, rest assured
that these works are not from God.

God's salvation is coming. This is your hope and
protection from falling for the promises of the enemy. He
gives you a little immediate knowledge in exchange for the
loss of your freedom. God gives you freedom, and God
promises you perfect understanding on the day you see God's
face.
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A 365 Day Devotional

February 26,

Deuteronomy 29:29 The secret things belong unto the
LORD our God: but those things which are revealed belong unto us
and to our children for ever, that we may do all the words of this law.

There are mysteries about what God is doing that
cannot be explained to you or revealed in your present
situation. Our world is too dark to fully see God's light. The
tire of God's burning is too bright. You would be consumed
along with God's creation. God has to hide, not because He is
a God who likes to hide in dark clouds or in the storm, but
because that is the only way God can get close to you.

God hid His servant Moses in the cleft of a rock and
covered Moses with His hand. Only after God had passed by
did God lift the darkness and allow Moses to see His back. The
glory of the Lord was so powerful, so penetrating, that the
rays penetrated Moses' skin. His face shone with the
brightness of the sun for a long time. Moses had to wear a veil
so that the people could see him.

God has shown you what you can do. God told you
about love in His Law. God told you how the Son loved you
and how you are to love God first and your neighbor as
yourself. God not only told you, but God also showed you
what love is when the Son walked in our world. The Son
healed all who came to him with diseases and destroyed every
work of the enemy.

The Son died on the cross for you. This is the love of
God. You can understand and believe it. You can also love
other people with this kind of love. You can give what you
have to give. You can lend a helping hand. You can make your
world a little kinder. These are not secret things. They are
common to every human being. Do them and believe in God's
love for you. There is enough revealed for now to get you over
to the other side.
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Exploring the Scriptures

February 27th,

1Corinthians 10:13 There hath no temptation taken you but
such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer
you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation
also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.

God has plumbed the depths of evil. God has become
fully familiar with the works of the enemy. The enemy has
destroyed so much of our world, and he has raged against
God's love and God's goodness. God knows why He has
allowed the enemy to work and to exist. God has not allowed
this because God approves of anything the enemy has done.
Nor will God allow his actions to stand. God has allowed him
to exist and to fully expose himself so that God can completely
destroy him.

Not only has God watched the evil works of the enemy
from afar, but God has sent the Son to fully taste the vile
corruption that the enemy has produced. In the Garden of
Gethsemane, the Son felt what you feel. He tasted what you
taste, the bitter bile of sin in His mouth. The Son drank the cup
so that God could fully experience what you experience. God
did not want to ask you to walk a path that God had not
walked. Our God is not a God who asks others to go where He
has not gone.

God understands you completely. God knows your
temptations perfectly, and God knows the remedy for your
sins-the blood of the Son. Hide nothing from God. You will
only try to deal with sin on your own, which you cannot do.
Sin is too powerful for you, too deeply ingrained, to ever
remove the stain without God's help.

God requires openness and honesty in order to work.
You cannot hide your secrets from God. Confess them, leave
them with God, for He already knows them. God will lead you
to a place of refuge.
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A 365 Day Devotional

February 28th,

Isaiah 61:7 For your shame ye shall have double; and for
confusion they shall rejoice in their portion: therefore in their land
they shall possess the double: everlasting joy shall be unto them.

God is the God who can redeem the most wicked and
fallen creature. God can take the broken-hearted and bring
them to full restoration and wholeness. God is the God for
whom nothing is too difficult. With the Almighty, nothing is
impossible. God created the world out of nothing and God can
start with the ashes at your feet and make a beautiful creature
out of them.

Begin to walk with the Lord. Start holding God's hand
and trusting Him. Do not think that God is turned away
because of the darkness that hides in your heart. God has fully
known that darkness. The Son lay in a tomb in our world and
had a stone rolled into the opening. They put guards outside
so that the Son could not get out. But Christ rose on the third
day.

Death could not hold Christ. The tomb could not hold
Christ. Sin could not defile Christ. There is nothing of the
enemy in God, and God is not afraid of the enemy or the
damage the enemy has done to your life. Begin to believe in
God for salvation, for righteousness, for the beauty you so
desire. God has placed these desires in you. They are of God,
not of our world. The enemy thinks only of himself and his
selfish desires. God thinks of you and what you can become in
Him. There is nothing that God has that He does not want you
to have.

Do not think that there is anything you have done that
can keep God from fully doing His work in you. God will do
what only God can do. God will stand up and do His great
works in the sight of all mankind. God has promised, and God
will certainly do what God said He would do.
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Exploring the Scriptures

February 29th,

John 21:22 Jesus saith unto him, If I will that he tarry till I
come, what is that to thee? follow thou me.

The Son spoke the Father's words to you when he
walked on our earth. The Son told you not to compare
yourself with what other people experience in life. God does
not use everyone the same because you are all precious and
different to God. The Lord also intends to use each of us for
different purposes in His kingdom. Look at the world God has
already created to fully understand His ways.

God is not limited by your imagination. God has
created a world of tremendous color and variety. Within
species, God has created subspecies and varieties. There are
creatures like and unlike. They fly in the air, they swim in the
sea, they walk in the mountains and in the valleys. There are
flowers that bloom in the Alps and flowers that grow in the
swamps. There is no place on our earth that is not associated
with creatures great and small.

Do not compare yourself with others or with what they
go through in life. God has very specific plans for you. God
has a place He has chosen for you in eternity. He wants you to
flourish and prosper. God is preparing you for that. Do not let
envy and bitterness sour your heart and hinder God's work.
Do not look at others and wish you were like them.

Look to heaven and thank God for creating you, a
creature unlike any other. Follow the Lord and He will lead
you home to where you belong. God will tell you on that day
the name He has chosen for you. A name that no one will ever
know but you and God. You will be with the Almighty, and
God will be with you, forever.
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A 365 Day Devotional

March 1st.

Philippians 4:6 Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made
known unto God.

Our world teaches us to be cautious about so many
things, and God has said the same thing. Be wise as serpents
and harmless as doves. This caution is necessary because you
live in a world influenced by the evil decisions of the enemy.
People have chosen to follow him, and they make harmful
choices just like he does, which affects both themselves and
you.

But with God, you have to learn renunciation. You
have to forget about safe spaces. You must learn to live as
heaven lives, with complete freedom and a complete lack of
fear. Here, in the eternal realms, God does what is right
without thinking of the consequences or the results. This is
because there is no danger. There is no evil in the heavens to
spoil the work we have laid our hands on.

Begin to live this way. Take small steps at first. Don't
take big steps. A baby doesn't jump over tall buildings or run
up the stairs right out of his crib. Too much action or running
before you are familiar with the land is a danger to yourself
and others. The goal is a state of being where you can
confidently ask for God's direction, receive that direction,
thank God, and take those steps without falling.

If the results don't match your goals, don't go deeper.
Slow down. Breathe deeper. Learn more about God first.
Listen more and take much smaller steps. Trust is the goal
with God, not how much you accomplish.
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Exploring the Scriptures

March 2nd,

John 11:25 Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and
the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he
live.

Our world knows little of the life of heaven. God
knows this life because this life is of Him. This is how God
begins and ends things, with His life and glory. That is why
God was not afraid of anything. Not even the unknown. All
sin has been defeated and washed away by the blood of the
Son. God is not afraid that you will do something that He
cannot undo or make right. The Son already proved this on
the cross when He tasted death itself and rose again the third
day.

Learn not to think in the terms of our world. You are
tempted to look at the great works of man, our educational
system, our philosophies, the bridges we have built, and the
highways that stretch from land to sea. You look at them in
awe and think that if you want to walk in power, you must do
the great works of our world. This would be wrong thinking.

God does not work through the works of our world.

God does not need the greatest works produced by the hands
of man. God does not need or want you to imitate them in His
service. What God wants is little things. Little seeds that you
can plant in just one heart. Small acts of kindness like giving a
cup of cold water to a thirsty soul. Lifting a heart by sharing
the joy of heaven in its dark place. Just undoing one work of
the enemy is enough.

This is true because God's life works through the little
things of our world, not the big things. God wants you. God
wants your heart because with God you can do anything.
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A 365 Day Devotional

March 3,

John 10:4 And when he putteth forth his own sheep, he
goeth before them, and the sheep follow him: for they know his voice.

You have been programmed by God since the
beginning of creation to respond to voices. Your heart beats
faster. You stop. You are startled. Your interest level goes up.
This is how it is supposed to be and this is why the enemy will
speak to you. He knows that you respond to voices.

Get to know God and His voice. The Lord is soft and
quiet while the enemy is loud and demanding. He yells at you
while God whispers. There is no power in loud voices, as the
prophet Elijah learned after Mount Carmel. God took him to a
cave on another mountain, and once there, God let the
powerful voices of nature pass by Elijah. The wind, the fire,
and the earthquake. The prophet had to learn that God was
not in those loud voices. Instead, God came in a still, small
voice, speaking with the gentle breeze that blew down into the
valley.

Learn to reject loud, insistent voices. They do not bring
you comfort or reassurance. Learn to recognize God's voice
that encourages you while the enemy brings discouragement.
God will tell you what you can do with His power. The enemy
tells you what you cannot do. Often he speaks of impossible
things that you must do in your own strength.

God's voice brings reassurance when you have failed.
The voice of the enemy tells you how worthless you are and
how you will never succeed again. Learn God's voice. Listen to
God's voice and walk with God's voice in your ear. Do not
listen to the other voices. God will go before you, and God will
always lead the way. God does not ask you to go where He
has not been.
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Exploring the Scriptures

March 4th,

1Thessalonians 5:16-18 Rejoice evermore. Pray without
ceasing. In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in
Christ Jesus concerning you.

Learn to rejoice in your present life. This world is the
beginning, for you were made for great joy. God even
designed and created you with the capacity for eternal joy.
This is God's will. Begin to give thanks often for the graces in
your present life. A thousand times a day, God protects and
spares you from evil. Give thanks whether you fully
understand or not. Give thanks for your body, even when
your health is not so good. Give thanks for your family, even if
there are quarrels and problems. Thankfulness drives out the
spirit of the enemy. He cannot stand the giving of thanks. He
is an unthankful and ungrateful creature, always complaining,
always finding fault, always criticizing. Do not be like him or
tolerate his spirit.

God has delivered you from the enemy. God paid a
price for you, as God would for a valuable purchased
possession. Give thanks as Job did. He gave thanks to heaven
when he prospered, when his children were gathered around
him, and when his wealth covered acres and acres of land. Job
also gave thanks when lightning struck, when robbers
appeared and stole his flocks, when the house where his
children were celebrating was blown up and everyone was
killed.

God had a reason for both giving and taking away
Job's possessions and for allowing the boils to afflict his body.
There were reasons for these things that God could not explain
to Job at the time, just as there are reasons why things happen
to you. Job was right and blessed to give thanks in everything,
just as you will be.
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A 365 Day Devotional

March 5th,

Romans 8:24 For in hope were we saved: but hope that is
seen is not hope: for who hopeth for that which he seeth?

God is in control of our world and has always been in
control. Even evil must bow to God and obey His power. Do
not think only in terms of what looks good in our world. There
is another perspective that is God's and is taken from eternity.
Our world seeks only the temporary good that it can see,
things related to the accumulation of money, possessions, and
fame. God measures things by the eternal standard of His
purposes for the eternal worlds that will never pass away.

Learn to think like God and trust Him. You will go
through trials while living in our world. Do not despair or
think that all is lost. God does not lose anything of value to
Him. If you lose anything, it is the chaff and dust that our
world has placed on you. God values what He has placed in
you, eternal life given by the Spirit, which will never die.

The Son has walked in our world. He fully
understands your cries of joy and your groans. The Spirit also
understands you and is in you to pray with you, to speak to
God the words of need that you cannot express. Cry out to the
Lord, even without words. Your message will be heard and
God will answer with what is best for you.

All the sufferings you endure in your body and soul
will be for your good in glory. Do not be bitter, but love. Love
and give thanks, both to God and to those around you.
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Exploring the Scriptures

March 6th,

Hebrews 7:25 Wherefore he is able also to save them to the
uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make
intercession for them.

The Son can fully understand and save you from any
evil situation that afflicts you. He stands at God's side to
intercede for you and to explain to God what the Father has
not personally experienced. The Son tells the Father how you
feel, how you think, and how you react to bad situations. God
has appointed the Son as the eternal high priest who stands
before the Father. The Son will forever be the mediator
between you and God when you have petitions or complaints.
The Son has given you forgiveness through His blood. The bill
is paid and closed. What God is working on now is to bring
you into their eternal glory.

You cannot fully explain yourself to God because you
do not have the words to speak that God can understand. You
also have feelings that are foreign to God and that make you
act in ways that God cannot understand. That is why the Son
came to your world to live like you and understand you fully.
When you speak, when you act, when you complain to God,
the Son explains to the Father what is going on.

Never trust anyone else, no matter how good a life you
think they have lived. There is only one person that God trusts
completely, and that is the Son. He is completely holy,
harmless, undefiled, and separate from sin. God does not trust
in the goodness of man, nor does God have much confidence
in the good works of man. The Son is the one in whom the
Father believes, and the Son is the one to whom the Father
listens when there is a question about you. He is consecrated
before God both now and forever.
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A 365 Day Devotional

March 7th,

Psalms 63:7,8 Because thou hast been my help, therefore in
the shadow of thy wings will I rejoice. My soul followeth hard after
thee: thy right hand upholdeth me.

Let your desire for worship be directed toward God.
Think of the Lord first in the morning. Let your heart reach
out to the Almighty, for He alone can quench the thirst in your
spirit for life and health. Let your soul reach for God as your
mouth reaches for a drink of cool water on a hot day. Go
outside and see God's display of power in the heavens at
dawn. See the spread of the stars above you before the sun
rises in all its glory. If the clouds overshadow your morning,
see them as a covering of protection from evil and harm.

God's loving kindness to you is your life. You breathe
because God has breathed the breath of heaven into you. You
know and think because God has shared His life with you.
Raise your hands to heaven in thanksgiving and praise. Speak
aloud the name of the Lord, cry out to heaven the deepest
longings of your heart. Just as the food on your table is for the
nourishment of your body, worship is the nourishment of
your hungry spirit. Do not go hungry for the heavenly manna
that can be yours when you praise the Lord.

God has been your help in the past and God will be
your help in the future. There is protection under His wings.
You can hide there while evil passes by. A thousand will fall
to disaster, but God will see you through every trouble. Seek
the Lord with all your might. Double your efforts to find God
while He can be found.

Be like a king who rejoices in his God. Your soul will
be satisfied with the fat of the land when you praise the great
name of the Lord.
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Exploring the Scriptures

March 8th,

Matthew 6:33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his
righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.

The nations seek gold and silver. They desire power
and prestige. Do not be like them. Trust in God. Seek the Lord
first. Do what is right, regardless of the cost to you personally.
No loss on this earth in doing a kind and worthy deed can
ever compare to the reward God will give you.

God has told us over and over again. Do not worry
about this life. Do not think in terms of accumulating wealth
on earth. The world we live in will one day burn up along
with all possessions of earthly value. You were put on earth to
live life, to enjoy the day, to drink fully of what God has given
you. Honor your family. Give to those who are your friends
and even to your enemies. Leave more than you take. Do not
hold back when you need to give, especially when you see
someone in need. Don't put boxes of obligations around you
that need to be filled with good works. Let go and give good
things without record and without measure.

Observe the birds flying in your air. How free they are.
How they take the time each morning to sing a song of
thanksgiving to the Lord. They have no bank accounts. They
have no barns to store the seeds they eat. Yet they are fed.
Before the winter snows fall, God teaches them to fly south
and escape disaster. In the same way, God will provide for
you. The Lord will guard you and protect you, for you are of
far greater value to God than the birds of the air.

Seek the Lord with every breath. Do God's will, and He
will provide for your needs until you are brought home to

glory.
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A 365 Day Devotional

March 9th,

Galatians 2:20 I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I
live; yet not 1, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live
in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and
gave himself for me.

The centrality of the cross should be in every Christian
message you speak or apply in your own life. The cross is not
only where the Son died, but where man's self life died with
Him. At the cross, God withdrew His sustaining life from the
self. God declared us unable to produce anything of eternal
value. We are now only dead men walking without faith in
God's resurrection power. Since the cross, all things must
become new.

The cross on which the Son died was a unique and
historical event with a distinct before and after water mark.
Under both the Mosaic Law and any current application of the
Law that you choose to follow, you are expected to both
believe in God's commandments and keep them. You will then
be judged by the results you produce. God once accepted faith
in His law and the performance of His laws by the self before
the cross. The results are what was, and still is, in question-
mankind's utter and complete failure to produce God's
righteousness.

Performing the laws of God with the life of the self is a
recipe for disaster. God has both demonstrated and
proclaimed the utter corruption of the life of the self. God
nailed that life of the self to the cross along with the Son. This
was God's choice and God's work. God asks you to believe
this. Do not try to crucify yourself. Accept God's action and lie
down in the grave with the Son. Depend completely on God
for the resurrection of the new man in your spirit.

This is the life from which my righteousness can grow
in your heart and from which righteous deeds can be
performed without corruption.
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Exploring the Scriptures

March 10th,

Galatians 5:22,23 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,
peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, meekness, temperance:
against such there is no law.

Talking about God's spiritual power is useless without
that transition at the cross. God is telling you plainly that
better teaching of His ways is useless without the resurrection
of the new man. Your best programs will not succeed in
producing God's righteousness without what happened at the
Cross. The self will only spoil everything. God tells us over
and over again that God is through wasting His power on the
life of the self.

That is why God has made another big move since the
Son died on the cross. God is no longer investing His
resources in commandments and expecting you to obey them.
God is now in the business of sowing seeds in your hearts.
God sows generously and speaks to you in many ways every
day. Listen for God's voice. God will give you promise after
promise. These have the potential to grow into mighty trees
and even plants that bear a thousand heavenly fruits.

God no longer wants you to manufacture things. God
wants you to grow them. You are to become a garden, with
soil that can be broken and prepared to receive God's seeds.
The growing of the plants, the rain and the weather is God's
responsibility. Your responsibility is to keep out the wild
animals, pull out the weeds, and take care of the general
welfare of your garden. God will produce the fruit because the
power comes from Him. God's life is in the seed. God's life is
no longer given to the efforts of the self. That life ended at the
Cross.

The new life requires faith in God, not faith in self.
Turn your focus from your work to the work of the Lord. In it
is God's promise and the hope of eternal life.
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A 365 Day Devotional

March 11th,

Matthew 13:3 And he spake many things unto them in
parables, saying, Behold, a sower went forth to sow.

God is the Sower. God carries the sack of seed over His
shoulder and walks through your world, sowing seed
everywhere. God has plenty of seed. There is no shortage in
heaven and no need for precision sowing. God has great hope
and casts His seed even in the places of your life that seem to
have little hope of producing a harvest.

God does this because God expects a great harvest.
God has invested a lot in you. God has given you the Son. God
has invested His mercy and His grace in you. When you plant
a garden, you do not do it just for fun. You expect the seeds to
grow into plants. God does the same thing, and God knows
His seeds. God's seed sprouts. If there is a problem, the
problem is with the soil. So God asks you to take care of your
soil first. Don't try to produce anything. That is God's work. It
can grow what God wants if you prepare your soil. God has a
lot of seeds and they grow into wonderful things.

God is not interested in how healthy you keep your
plants. That is His job. God's plants will grow if the soil is
properly prepared. God does not look for the tallest plants or
the ones with the most leaves. God measures His plants by
how much fruit they produce. The best tomato plants are
those that produce the juiciest, sweetest tomatoes. God wants
the best fruit you can produce from your soil, and God will
grow those plants if you cooperate with Him.

God does not show off His plants. Your life is not
meant to impress other people. God is growing righteous
things in you so that you can bless others and draw them to
the Lord. Prepare your soil well and be fruitful. Be very
fruitful.
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Exploring the Scriptures

March 12th,

Matthew 13:4 And when he sowed, some seeds fell by the
way side, and the fowls came and devoured them up.

God knows that we like to think in terms of all or
nothing, but God does not think in such terms. God does not
see you as either all good soil or all bad soil. You have some of
each. God has never left you without some good soil for His
seed to grow in. You can start there and later reclaim more
and more of your soil for the Lord's garden. God wants your
whole life to be filled with heavenly plants that bear abundant
and delicious fruit.

The most obvious place to start reclaiming more of
your life for God's garden is the roads that run through your
existence. Roads were once good soil that was compacted and
graveled, and in modern times paved over. Traffic runs over
roads, and traffic runs over the roads that cut through your
life. God's seed will not grow on roads. The traffic must be
stopped and the ground reclaimed. If you allow God, His
rains will fall again on the roads and soften the ground, but
you must stop the traffic.

People will complain, but God is interested in your
harvest. Stop the traffic, which is everything that serves no
purpose. Fighting with family, with neighbors, complaining,
grumbling, wishing things would be better. Modern
entertainment media takes up a huge portion of most people's
lives. These activities accomplish nothing. Stop it. Don't lie
awake at night with your mind racing. Stop the traffic and
wait for God to prepare the soil for gardening.

God will give you a great and bountiful harvest.
Nothing is impossible with the Lord.
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A 365 Day Devotional

March 13th,

Matthew 13:5,6 Some fell upon stony places, where they
had not much earth: and forthwith they sprung up, because they had
no deepness of earth: and when the sun was up, they were scorched;
and because they had no root, they withered away.

Persecution can produce offenses, but the offenses that
most of mankind deals with are the daily offences that
accumulate against God and against our fellow man. They are
like barnacles on a sailing ship. From time to time a ship is
brought into dry dock and the barnacles are scrapped off the
ship. This is done so that sailing through the open seas is not
impeded.

The same thing happens when the soil of your heart
accumulates offenses. These are the rocks that sit on the
surface, and nothing can grow under them. The plow cannot
work up the soil without bouncing all over the place. If you do
not take measures to remove them the rocks can collect in your
ground until no good soil is left.

One way of dealing with your rocks is to make fences
and houses out of them. Many Christians do this. They build
ministries around the bad things that have happened in their
lives. Stone houses can be beautiful in their own way, but the
problem is you will now have to live in them. You will become
defined by the stones in your life.

Another way to get rid of rocks is to bury them. This is
the first instinct that much of mankind has when dealing with
their rocks. Terrible tragic things that have happened are too
much to face, so they are buried in the past. You may get them
out of sight, but they are still there just beneath the surface.
God’s plow never goes very deep before it hit a rock in too
many people’s hearts. God does not want you to have a
shallow experience with Him. Bring your rocks to the Lord
and He will break them asunder.
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March 14th,

Isaiah 53:6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have
turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him
the iniquity of us all.

We are all born with our own lives. That is how God
designed things, but God's plan is to bring us into Himself and
into His world. God knew that we would fail because we are
weak. God knew we would fall even as we sought what was
right. God does not call us His enemy. God calls us His sheep.
We have strayed from His pastures, but that has not stopped
God from working.

God knows that you feel like you have to fix
everything yourself, but you cannot. You struggle in your
search for answers. You bury stones and make things worse.
You build fences and houses with your rocks and still you are
not satisfied. Your world has made a cottage industry out of
advising you to dig up your rocks, even the big and terrible
ones that are buried deep. This is just another way we have
strayed from God. You now have ugly rocks lying on the
ground that no one can handle. As a result, you are forced to
call ugliness beautiful and evil good. We have become married
to our advisors and not to God. We live in the past and not in
the present where God can give you life and deal with the
past.

Why don't you let God take care of your stones? Pile
them up and lay them at the feet of the Lord. Pile them up as
high as you want, but don't leave them in your fields. Don't
bury your stones, and those that you have buried, let God dig
them up. God will do this in His own time and in His own
way. God will show you the secrets of your heart and the
broad shoulders that have carried your iniq

76



A 365 Day Devotional

March 15th,

Matthew 13:7,8 And some fell among thorns; and the
thorns sprung up, and choked them: but other fell into good ground,

and brought forth fruit, some an hundredfold, some sixtyfold, some
thirtyfold.

The thorns in your life are the things that grow up
without your consent. They are not useful to you, but you hate
to cut them down and so reveal the barrenness of your
ground. In productive countries of our world, open fields
which contain plowed soil are not feared. Yet for the most
part, our world is afraid of emptiness. Shame is associated
with ground that is not filled with something. Traffic is
usually considered more cultured than thorns, but thorns are
easier to maintain than roads that bear traffic. They are also
cheaper. They cost you nothing. They grow by themselves.

You must remove the thorns. Begin by being honest
about what is of benefit to you. Good ground is honest
ground. Think clearly. Value the truth. Trust God’s revelation
of what is in your heart. Dare to cut down the thorns.
Eliminate the activities that only take up space. They are not
producing fruit that benefits either you or those around you.
Ask yourself often. Why am I doing this? Why am I
participating in this activity? Why have I said yes to driving
here or to driving there? Do I need a bigger house? Do I need
more clothing? Has the money I just spent purchased for me
something of value?

Most of the people from our world who seek more
material things are not the ones in the most need. Learn to
look for the unasked need of those around you. The hurt that
lingers in their eyes. The pain that rises from the heart,
unspoken and even unspeakable. God would have our life
bear precious fruit. Do not give place to the thorns which
think only of themselves.
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March 16th,

Philippians 4:13 I can do all things through Christ which
strengtheneth me.

You are not God. The Lord is God, and He is the one
who has laid out your life. You cannot do everything your
imagination can conceive. What you can do is everything God
wants to accomplish in your life. What God asks for is your
cooperation. Whether your garden is barren or unfruitful has
no bearing on what can be done. Whether the rain is falling or
not has no bearing on the future harvest. God may wish for
you to lie fallow for a year or two, resting and regenerating
yourself in Him. You can bear this shame if you trust God.

You can find the strength to shut down the traffic that
thunders across your land. You can cut down the thorns. You
can bear the taunting voices that call to you, “Who do you
think you are?”

“I'm nothing,” you can reply. “I am simply trying to
have a harvest.”

God will give you the strength to carry the rocks over
to His feet, and the courage to leave them there. Cry your
tears. God will hold your hand. Weep and sorrow over what
has been lost. The years are gone, and they can never be
recaptured. God understands this, but God is not about the
past. God is about the future.

God gives the strength you need for a return to zero.
God will comfort you in your emptiness because God is full.
Make right what you can, but not everything can be made
right. There are sorrows which no apology will ever erase.
Only God can bear your burdens and carry your pains —all of
them.

78



A 365 Day Devotional

March 17th,

Psalms 139:1, 2 O LORD, thou hast searched me, and
known me. Thou knowest my downsitting and mine uprising, thou
understandest my thought afar off.

God has become fully acquainted with you. God has
searched you out completely. God has done this because He
cares about you and because He is interested in you. God
knows your dark places and your hard times. God has seen
what you have done to others and what you have done to
yourself. You think there are secrets, but they are not kept
from God. When you were in your mother's womb, God's
Spirit hovered over you and watched your innermost being
while you were being formed. God was studying your
personality. God considered how the things that happened to
you affected you. God knows why you took the path that led
you far from Him.

Though you crossed the seas, you did not get away
from God. Though you spoke words in secret places, in the
rage of the storm, among those you thought would never
speak. God was there, listening to every sound. You have
climbed the highest mountains. You slept in the deepest
valleys. God was always there. You took the path that seemed
best, not knowing that God's hand was on both sides of you,
directing you home to Him.

God was the Spirit who was always with you. Do not
fear honesty. Do not hide your heart from the Lord. You are
not revealing anything that God does not know. Speak to the
Lord. Tell God what you think. God does not ask you to speak
to Him because God does not know what may come out of
your mouth. God is your friend. God wants you to know Him,
and you cannot know the Lord until you no longer fear God
because of your secrets.
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March 18th,

Matthew 6:34 Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for
the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto
the day is the evil thereof.

God does not forbid planning for the future. A wise
man thinks about what is to come and acts accordingly. If you
have to work in the morning, then a good night's sleep is in
order. You should train your children to make the same wise
decisions regarding their sleeping and eating habits.

What the Son was talking about is the racing and
despairing of the mind that occurs when you are faced with
the problems of tomorrow. This is the traffic that will only
harden your heart to God's influences and accomplish nothing
for you. Take time to look around and appreciate the lessons
that nature is teaching you. In the summer, wildflowers grow
everywhere. They are not planted by anyone and no one tends
to them. There is no gardener paid to tend them, and no one
keeps the weeds down so they can bloom.

God tells you why. They grow because God delights in
wildflowers. God is interested in them, and God takes care of
them. In the same way, God will take care of you. God is
interested in you, and God will not see you perish or lack
what is needed to bear much beauty and fruit for Him.

Busy yourself with the Lord and with the things of
God. Do this often. Remember the Lord and His ways. Put
God first in your life. When there is a choice to be made, put
God's interest first, not yours. Do this, and God will in return
lead you beside the rivers of living water. Your hope is not in
successfully carrying out your own plans, but in God carrying
them out for you.
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March 19th,

Romans 8:1 There is therefore now no condemnation to
them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after
the Spirit.

You use the members of your body when you commit
sin, but the life that causes sin is not contained in your body.
Your hands and feet are not the ones that decide whether to
do a sinful act. Those orders come from above. People like to
blame things on their bodies and avoid the truth. Your self is
the source of sin. This is what the Son was telling you when he
threw this argument about cutting off body parts back to his
listeners. If your hand is really your problem, then cut off your
hand and the problem is solved. This has been tried many
times in the history of mankind. They have cut off the hands
of thieves, but they have never stopped stealing. Because the
source of thieving is not in your hands, it is in your heart. You
cannot cut off your heart. Your heart must be changed, and
that is what the Son did on the cross. Christ has put an end to
your self-life.

If you believe in the Son's work on the Cross, if you
accept God's judgment on you - the judgment that condemns
all your efforts to live right. If you believe in the Son and
accept both His death and your own, God will raise you from
the grave as a new creation. God will do this with the same
power with which God raised the Son from the dead on the
third day. God will make you a new creature for whom all
things are new. You will now use your hands and feet to do
good deeds because they will be under new direction.

Your old life is dead. Do not trust yourself. Follow
God's Spirit moving in your new man. Your new creation lifts
its eyes to heaven and serves God through the actions of your
body. God will never condemn your new creation because it
was born in the heavenly places with God. The Lord knows
and trusts it, just as God knows and trusts the Son.
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March 20th,

2Corinthians 3:18 But we all, with open face beholding as in
a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from
glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.

Your old self could not look into the face of God. It
would have been overcome and your body would have been
destroyed. Your new self sees God. It was born in God's realm
and is at home with God. Your body cannot yet see what your
new man sees. This is for its own protection, for you are made
of clay from the ground. The glory of God would consume
your old self, so you must believe by faith what is happening.
Your new man sees God, and he sees a glory that will never
fade.

Your old self got a glimpse of God's glory in the face of
Moses, who spent forty days and nights on the mountain in
God's presence. When Moses returned, his face shone so
brightly that he had to put a veil over his features. This was so
that people could talk to him without turning their heads, but
there was another reason. The glow on Moses' face began to
fade quickly. Within the first week there was a noticeable
difference. God wanted to protect you from this
disappointment because God knew you would draw the
wrong conclusions. God's glory does not fade, but God's glory
expressed through or by the means of your old self will
always fade. This is the problem associated with your self, not
with God. The Lord's plan has always been to replace your old
self with a new one that can look upon God's face and reflect
God's glory without fading.

Dare to remove the veil that is your hope and
confidence in your old self. You will never see the constancy of
God's glory in that way. Dare to believe in the new creation.
Stand with God. Rejoice with God and turn your mind toward
His gaze.
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A 365 Day Devotional

March 21st.

Isaiah 12:4-6 And in that day shall ye say, Praise the
LORD, call upon his name, declare his doings among the people,
make mention that his name is exalted. Sing unto the LORD; for he
hath done excellent things: this is known in all the earth. Cry out
and shout, thou inhabitant of Zion: for great is the Holy One of
Israel in the midst of thee.

You must retrain your emotions. They are now the
servants of the new self, not the old self. As you once rejoiced
in your hopes for the old self, now rejoice in the life of the new
self that you cannot see. The Spirit of God dwells in you, in
your body, which has become God's temple. Fill God's temple
with praises, with high praises, with shouts of joy. Our world
will not support you. They think people are crazy who rejoice
in things that have not yet become visible to their eyes. They
teach you to rejoice in things that can be seen, like money and
the things that money can buy. They rejoice in victories that
can be seen, like those achieved in wars and sports.

God has won a much greater victory than anything our
world can imagine. God has done the impossible. God took a
corrupt and vile creature and made him a new creature, a man
fit to dwell in the heavens. Should there not be shouts of
praise for what God has done?

Do not believe those who tell you that obedience is the
same as praising God. Again, they want to see something
visible. God is not yet visible, only to the eyes of your new self.
Obedience is a worthy thing, but obedience is not worship.
Train yourself to worship God and not the things contained in
your visible world. Bow down, bend your heart before the
Lord, and speak of the holy and mighty things that God's
hands have done. God is the precious ointment on your head,
even the oil that runs down your face and over your heart.
Behold God and bless Him, for He is the Lord most high.
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March 22nd,

Ephesians 4:23, 24 And be renewed in the spirit of your
mind; and that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in
righteousness and true holiness.

You must also retrain your mind. All the old negative
despair and hopelessness associated with your old self must
go. Do not ride the roller coaster of high expectations followed
by dismal failures. God is permanence and God is eternal.
What God does is forever, and God has done a great work in
your heart. God has raised up a new self in you that lives
alongside the Son and was given life alongside the Son. This
new self only does righteous things. It does not fail, for it is
made in the heavenly image.

Believe in what God has done, and your world will no
longer be a world of failure and defeat. Your mind needs to be
adjusted to the new way of doing things. You are now in
heaven, a place of endless joy, a place where things are always
done right. This is your new life. Let go of the old one. Put
your mind on the things that the new self is about. It walks in
the heavenly realm, so you can't see it, but you know where it
was formed. When good happens, when there is joy, when
peace falls in the evening, let your mind be fully open to what
is happening. This is the life that is in your future.

The troubles of our world, the turmoil, the confusion.

That is no longer your life. Do not spend time thinking about
the evil in our world. It will only drag you back to your old
ways. When you see kindness. When you see a kind act done.
When you see a smile, let your mind receive that as the real
world. In this way you will continually renew yourself and
regain what has been lost. You will become what you truly
are.
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A 365 Day Devotional

March 23,

Ephesians 6:14 Stand therefore, having your loins girt
about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness.

Your will must also be retrained to stand with your
new self. Not to stand for itself, which was once performance.
The old self only knew how to produce a product to prove its
own worth. That will no longer work. God does not want the
works of the old self, even the good ones. They are all corrupt.

You must now do what does not seem like work to you
- stand. You must stand with what is already true, openly and
publicly. These are the marks of the cross, the shame that our
world will not bear. Our world displays its own works, but
now you must display God's works. You must declare what
God has done and stand beside God before a fickle and
disapproving audience.

You have been given a righteousness that is not your
own. You must claim it and tell everyone so clearly. You must
say to them, "I have a righteousness within me, given by God,
that will not fail me.

They will point out your many faults, and you must
hang your head in shame and agree with them. What is visible
has not yet been made whole, but within you the great work of
holiness has begun.

If there is truth, you must be there, standing beside the
truth. When you see distress and confusion in others, you
must tell them what you have found. You do not have to force
anything on them or even try to convince them. They need to
see that you stand with God's work. Rely on the Lord to speak
to their hearts. Learn to live in a new way. Learn how to stand
and not perform.

85



Exploring the Scriptures

March 24th,

Isaiah 41:10 Fear thou not, for I am with thee; be not
dismayed, for I am thy God; I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help
thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness.

God has spoken to the islands of the sea. God has told
them to dwell in silence while His people renew their strength.
God has gathered His people in. God has called them to speak
and to render judgement. God has raised up the righteous
man, the one who does not live by the life of his own Self. God
has made him the head and not the tail. He will be pursued by
many enemies, but he will escape from them all.

Who has done great and wonderous things like God
has done? God has called the generations of His people forth
before they were born. God has decided and none has been
able to turn Him aside. God is the Lord God, the first and the
last. God lives, and beside Him there is no other. God has
spoken to His people, and they have spoken to each other. “Be
of good courage, the Lord helps us.”

You are the chosen one of Israel, the one spoken of
from the old days, when God promised to multiply the seed of
Abraham, and of Isaac, and of Jacob. God has found you, the
one forgotten and forsaken by their parents. God did not find
you in king’s houses or living in mighty mansions. God found
you living on the edge of our world. God has spoken to you.

God has said, “Behold, you have become my servant. I
will never cast you from me. Do not be afraid, for I am with
you. I will strengthen your hands and make mighty your
armor. I will protect and keep you. I will hold you up with my
right hand. You will seek me and you will surely find me.
This I have said, and this I will do.”
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March 25th,

Hebrews 12:28 Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which
cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby we may serve God
acceptably with reverence and godly fear.

You did not come to the mountain of Sinai that shook
with fire and smoked in the presence of God. You did not
come to stand on ground that trembles beneath your feet. This
is how God once came to His people on His holy mountain.
God came to show them His power and might, but God knew
they could never stand before Him in the presence of such
glory. Even God's servant Moses trembled and shook at the
foot of the mountain, which was burning and blazing with
God's holy fire. The Lord is not a God of small things. The
Lord is not a God who thinks small. If the world had never
seen God in His glory on Mt. Sinai, with the ground trembling
under the people's feet, the world would think too little of
God. The Lord showed Himself terrible before the people
because He is a God who does not tolerate evil or allow His
enemies to live in His presence.

You are not God's enemies. God has come to you as
your friend. God sent the Son as a baby in a manger because
God wanted to welcome you home as precious and beloved in
His sight. God redeemed you because He has chosen you, and
you have chosen Him. God accepted you as His own. In
return, you called Him Father in a world that hates God and
loves God's enemy. God has invited you to dine with the
heavenly hosts. God has prepared a way for you with a great
company of angels assigned to lead you home. God has given
you the Son, the Holy One of Israel. The Christ, the living God,
who has become your intercessor, your voice speaking at
God's right hand. God has sprinkled you with blood, not the
blood of bulls and goats, but the most holy blood of the living
God. God, and God alone, has done this.
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March 26th,

Isaiah 40:26 Lift up your eyes on high, and see who hath
created these, that bringeth out their host by number; he calleth them
all by name; by the greatness of his might, and for that he is strong
in power, not one is lacking.

Who do you think God really is? To whom can God be
compared? For God is the Lord who made you, who formed
you in your mother's womb. God is the High and Holy One
who made you precious with the touch of His hands while
you were hidden from the eyes of the world.

Raise your eyes to the heavens above you. Do not be
cast down. God has made the worlds and fashioned the stars
with the words of His mouth. Only over you has God hovered
as one beloved and sought after by his beloved. Why do you
say that your ways are hidden from your God? Why do you
think that God will look away when you stray from Him? Is
not the Lord the Strong One, the Great One, who is able to
make the way for your feet to walk? Does God not know you?
Has God not fully understood you?

God does not grow weary like a man. God does not
grow old like a garment. God made the worlds and cast the
heavens into space. They are old and wise in their orbits, but
God is eternal. The Lord was the one who called into being.
God does not faint because of difficulties. There is no full
understanding of God's wisdom that can be attained by the
mind of man. The wise of our world are children in the eyes of
God. They stumble and their plans fail. Their hearts tremble
when the heavens roar and the earth shakes. They know
hunger and cold. They know nakedness and the fear of winter.
Though they hide from God, they will be found.

Do not be like them, but seek the Lord. Rest in the arms
of God. The Lord will give you the strength you need.
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A 365 Day Devotional

March 27th,

Isaiah 40: 1-2 Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your
God. Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that her
warfare is accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned.

God has sent his voice over the earth like a cry from
the wilderness and a voice from the desolate place. Do not
look for God among the strong of the earth, or among the
mighty, or among the kings and rulers of our world. Do not
expect God to be dressed in purple and to meet you with a
ring on His finger. God is the Lord, and God does not need
such things. God is not trying to impress you. God is trying to
draw you to Himself.

The kings of our world do little for you. They want you
to bow down before them. They want you to say great things
about them. God is not like them and God does not use their
methods. God comes to you from a low place. The Son was
born in a lowly stable in Bethlehem. He awoke with the
braying of donkeys in his ears. He fed on the breasts of a
peasant woman. The Son is like the Father, for the Son is the
Son of the Father.

They have come to bring life to you. They have come to
fill the deep valley that lies between you and eternal joy. They
have come to level the hill that you cannot climb. They have
come to make straight what is crooked and to make right what
is wrong in our lives. They have come to pick up the stones
that lie on the road and cut our feet with their sharp edges.
They have come because the Father and the Son have the
power to change such things. They are not here for
themselves, but for us.

God speaks good tidings to you. Prepare yourself to
climb the highest mountain and to climb the tallest hill. Raise
your voice. Cry out to the whole world. Behold, your God has
come!
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March 28th,

Isaiah 26:4 Trust ye in Jehovah for ever; for in Jehovah, even
Jehovah, is an everlasting rock.

God has commanded us to sing a new song. Let your
voice be heard in your homes and in the streets of your cities.
Sing out what God has done. Say that the Lord has built a
strong city, a place of refuge where all are welcome. Come
with your weariness. Come with your heartaches. Come with
your sorrows and come with your joys. There is no strength on
our earth that can shelter you. Our mountains cannot become
our strong tower? God is the One who builds walls and
bulwarks that will not fail.

Speak to the hills and the valleys. Sing with a loud
voice, our God has become our home. Open the gates and
throw open the doors. The King of glory stands ready to enter.
He comes with truth and righteousness. He comes with the
words of life that fill His mouth. All who welcome him shall
never want. Trust in your God forever. Forsake not his temple,
where you will find his everlasting strength.

Say to the rocks and to the high hills: Our God resists
those who exalt themselves. He brings low the imaginations
that are exalted against him. Our God will give the house of
the proud to the poor and the humble. His foot will tread
down the wicked, who withhold the wages of the worker and
do not give to those who are due.

Say to your heart, Seek your God in the night, and to
your spirit, Seek the Lord while the hour is early. Sing aloud
to your world, our God has made peace for us, His
righteousness has established our hearts. In all the earth there
is none like him, and in the heavens there is none like our
God. Speak his name and sing his praises.
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A 365 Day Devotional

March 29th,

John 16:23 And in that day ye shall ask me no question.
Verily, verily, I say unto you, if ye shall ask anything of the Father,
he will give it you in my name.

The world is a place of confusion. A thousand different
messages are screaming at you from a thousand different
directions every day. Your distress is real and your confusion
is understandable. You ask and no one answers. You cry and
no one seems to hear. You hurt and there is no healing. You
find, but you are never satisfied.

It is to such a world that God has sent the Son to bring
you home to Him. The day will come when you will know the
glory that the Father and the Son share together. The Son is the
bridge to our world, the God who wears our skin. They will
teach you slowly but surely, drawing you into themselves.
They will speak of things that are like their dwelling, a place
where there is no want and a home where the storms of life do
not gather on the horizon.

The Son has walked where you walk. He has heard the
voices that you have heard. They are voices crying out of the
night, out of the emptiness of our world. They are voices that
will never be satisfied, even if they are granted. This has been
our cry, and we know it, for we echo what our world has said.
Therefore we have learned of desert places and have walked
through the dry valley where there is no rain. The Son has
come to take you by the hand. Follow Him. Listen to Him, and
He will teach you the ways of heaven and the thoughts of
God. The Son will tell you of the land of glory. He will speak
of the heart of God. He will not withhold good things from
you. He will teach you of God's love, how God gave and did
not withhold. He will tell you about the eternal land, a world
of abundance and plenty. He will teach you how to let go of
your emptiness, how to reach for the eternal things that are
never forbidden to those who love God.
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March 30th,

Proverbs 8:1, 2 Doth not wisdom cry, And understanding
put forth her voice? On the top of high places by the way, Where the
paths meet, she standeth;

God has written His ways and His laws broad in our
universe. The stars expand and fall at God’s command. God
has set in place the boundaries of the sea. The waves come so
far and are stopped by God’s Word. God has ordered the
affairs of men with His laws. God has chosen to reward
blessing and not cursing. God has made the heart of men
respond to kindness and to mercy. God has ordered a child’s
heart to turn towards its mother and has cast the gaze of a son
upon his father. God’s laws are not the end of the matter. God
is not a law. God is the Lord. God is God and you must seek
Him as the end. God will not be used as an end to another
purpose. Love God above your love for God’s laws, even
though they give you blessings and guidance in life.

By God’s laws written in the universe is how the
Almighty has chosen to first reveal Himself to all of mankind.
No one gets a special seat or is given a chosen position. From
the jungles to the city towers God calls all men to learn of His
ways, to look upon how God has ordered the world. In the
tiniest cell and in the tallest tree God has written truth. Do not
despise God’s writing or choose to turn away because God’s
laws do not satisfy your soul. You will only be satisfied with
the Lord. God is the end of the journey, the hearth of every
home, and the well from which springs the everlasting waters.

Work with what God has given and written. Do not be
wise in your own eyes or think you know a better way. Honor
the Lord and He will bring you home to the eternal worlds.
Obedience is not the end of the journey. God is the end, and
the fulness of all that lives and has its being in the truth.
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A 365 Day Devotional

March 31st.

Psalms 34:8 O taste and see that the LORD is good: blessed
is the man that trusteth in him.

Say to your soul, "Arise and bless the Lord at all times.
Let the praises of the Most High grace your lips every moment
of the day."

Let those who are exalted say, "My heart will lift up the
Lord, and my tongue will speak of His name forever.

Let the downcast cry aloud, "I will seek the Lord, and
he will surely hear me. The Almighty will deliver me from all
my fears.

Those who have tasted the despair of our world will
look to God and their eyes will be enlightened. The sun will
rise where the shadows have fallen. For the rags of shame,
God will clothe them in the light of His glory.

The poor and the afflicted shall cry out to God in their
anguish, and the Lord shall answer from the heavens. God
will come down low, even to the dust of the earth. The feet of
the Lord will touch the ground, and He will walk among
them. Open your mouth wide and taste the Lord, for our God
is full of goodness and mercy. The Lord will not leave the
bitterness of our world on your tongue.

You have asked God for honey, and He has brought
you nectar from the rock. You have asked God for water, and
He has made a great well spring up in the midst of the desert
sands. You have seen many afflictions, but God will deliver
you from them all. God is the Lord who has spoken, and God
is the Lord who will do the deed.

93



Exploring the Scriptures

April 1st.

1Thessalonians 5:15 See that none render evil for evil unto
any man; but ever follow that which is good, both among yourselves,
and to all men.

God has called us to live as children of the day. God
did not bring us into darkness, but into light. Do not walk like
those who hide their deeds from the eyes of the Lord. Be open
before God and all mankind. Be awake to what is going on
before you. Be aware of what is going on in the world around
you. Darkness produces slumber. Secret activities lead to
drowsiness and disconnection from those around you. Be
open and honest. Do not fear the light.

Believe in the best of all people, but do not deny reality
when they fail. Many have fallen and many have risen. Be
there to lend a hand after a fall, but do not try to make things
better by covering your deeds or the deeds of others with a lie.
Love all men and be patient with them as you are patient with
yourself.

God's light is the answer. The healing qualities of
God's sunlight are being spread throughout our world by the
Spirit of Truth. A festering wound needs the rays of the sun,
and so does a wound of the soul. Our minds cannot handle the
depths to which evil will go unless you believe in God's
salvation. Do not try to save the whole world. God will save
what can be saved. Seek rather to walk in the light of truth.
Expose to the light all that is in your own heart. Do not speak
grand, pompous words to others that will only further wound
them. Do not rely on your own eyesight to see well. Seek the
light. Be the light for others. The sun does not speak. The sun
shines.

Learn to love and live in the light, for God has called
all men to Himself.
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A 365 Day Devotional

April 2nd,

Philippians 4:11, 12 Not that I speak in respect of want: for
I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content. I
know both how to be abased, and I know how to abound: every where
and in all things I am instructed both to be full and to be hungry,
both to abound and to suffer need.

Rejoice in the Lord and not in your possessions. God is
the Eternal. God is the One who gives and takes away. God
knows what is best for you, and God will not leave you
desolate. The things of our world only last for one day. When
the sun rises, the tears of the night will be dry. Even the
sorrow that grips the heart and never seems to let go will have
an end. The Lord will declare the day when evil will no longer
dwell in our land, nor cast its shadow of despair over our
hearts.

In affliction, trust in the Lord. In the dark hours, seek
God's hand, and you will find it. Learn how to abound and
how to be humbled. Do not trouble your heart when you have
very little, and do not exalt your heart when you have
accumulated many things. Possessions in this world are not
the end. God is the end. The Lord is your everlasting
possession, the star that does not fade from your horizon.

Learn contentment. Learn surrender through your
failures. Give everything back to God. Let go and do not
clench your hand as if the things of our world will never leave
your grasp. God will teach you. God will teach you
contentment in lean times and joy in abundance. God will
guide you in the ways of wealth and poverty. Do not think
that God has forsaken you when the cupboards are bare or
when they are overflowing with plenty. The Lord is your God,
and He will give you the strength to hold His hand in fullness
and in emptiness.
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Exploring the Scriptures

April 34,

Ephesians 3:20 Now unto him that is able to do exceeding
abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power
that worketh in us.

You have been welcomed home. You have been called
into a family to whom God has given His own name. God has
opened the store houses of glory for your sake. God has sent
the Spirit into your hearts to give you the strength to
accomplish the task that lies at hand. Give to others what is
due them. Give to them the honor that God has given them.
Make room in your hearts for those God has placed in your
life.

You must believe in God’s will. You must believe there
is such a thing. You must believe that you can know God’s
will. Seek diligently to understand things, and God will guide
you most willingly. For without God’s will functioning in your
life God does grant the power of His Son to you. The Spirit
lives in you and is ready and waiting to assist you in doing the
impossible.

God loves all men, the downcast ones, the failures, the
haughty of spirit, and the unbroken. God would have you also
love them, and to bring the healing power of love into their
lives. You must believe in God’s will. You must believe that
God has led you to this hard place before you can believe that
God will supply you with the strength to change the
undesirable and even the wicked of heart.

If you believe in God, He will teach you how high, how
wide, and how deep the river of sin is that His love can
overcome. You will stand in wonder at the end. You will look
in awe at what God’s hand has done. This God will do before
your eyes, and He will speak these things into your ears. God
will bring your heart to an understanding of His great ways.
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A 365 Day Devotional

April 4th,

Zechariah 2:13 Be silent, O all flesh, before the LORD: for
he is raised up out of his holy habitation.

God has heard the suffering of the people, and God
has come near to the cities that cry out in their anguish. God
will speak with good words and with words of comfort to the
affliction of His people. God is jealous of you. God is very
jealous of you, and God will not leave you in the hands of the
adversary. God is very displeased with those who have
tormented you, and the Lord will not be kind to those who
have disturbed your rest.

God will return to you with mercy, and He will seek
you out with tender mercies. God will build His house among
you, and He will call you the people of the Lord forever.
Neither cold nor heat, neither winter nor summer will trouble
you any more. The wind will rise from the west and blow
strongly on your house, but you will dwell safely, for God has
made your dwelling place His habitation. God has risen with
His staff in His hand, and God has stepped out the markings
of His dwelling. God has said, "This is where I will dwell, and
this is where my people will meet me."

Speak aloud to the four winds and cry out to those
who have despaired of the coming of the Lord. The Lord has
come. The Holy One is among us.

Say to the faint of heart, "The Lord will strengthen our
hand and satisfy our need. We will no longer cry out in the
wilderness or ask the winds to feed us. We will no longer cry
out to the void or hope in vain."

The Lord has come into our house, and we will rest in
peace together.
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Exploring the Scriptures

April 5t,

Isaiah 30:18 And therefore will Jehovah wait, that he may be
gracious unto you; and therefore will he be exalted, that he may have
mercy upon you: for Jehovah is a God of justice; blessed are all they
that wait for him.

The Lord is the God of Israel and the God of Jacob.
Seek the counsel of the Almighty. Seek the indwelling of the
Spirit. God will supply what is lacking in you. God will cover
your sins. God will hide them. God will take them away
forever with the blood of His Son.

God is not a man who is surprised by evil. God has
seen the evil that is our enemy, and God has become fully
acquainted with evil ways. There is no iniquity that God
cannot cleanse and no defilement that His Spirit cannot
remove. God has known and God has commanded. Take no
comfort in the words of men, nor in the visions of tormenting
spirits. Look to the Lord and trust in His strength.

God never grows weary, nor does the Lord rest from
His work. He is the God of the day and the God of the night.
The hand of a man will fail you, and the wisdom of a fickle
mind will come to nothing. Do not hide yourself from the
truth or from the burning light of God's presence. God has not
come to harm you, but to heal you.

Do not say to the Spirit, "Be silent. Do not speak to me
of hard things."

Do not listen to the voice of the enemy. He will turn
you away from the way of the Lord. He will speak lies and
darkness in your ear. He will say, but he will not do. In the
day of your trouble, the enemy will leave you desolate. God
has come that you may have life, and have it more
abundantly.
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A 365 Day Devotional

April 6t

1John 1:7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we
have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his
Son cleanseth us from all sin.

The Son walked in our world in a very open way. He
was not a spirit that flitted and faded before the eyes of men.
His disciples could see him and touch him. He was an actual
man of flesh and bone.

This was the life that God made known to our world.
This is not a hidden life or a life in the shadows. The Son is
and was real, and the life He brings is real. You do not have to
travel great distances to hear about Him. There is no secret
meeting where He is presented in mystery and shrouded in
mysticism.

The Son has come from the eternal world where there
is no darkness. There is not even a shadow cast by anything
that heaven has or possesses. In God's world, there is total and
complete light. This is the light that the Almighty brings to
you. A light that surrounds everything, that upholds
everything, that seeks out every crevice and every hiding
place. This is not the light of our world, which divides and
hides even where the light falls. This is the light that only God
can make known to us.

All those who know God know this light. This is a light
that is not afraid of what may emerge from the hidden places.
For with the light has come the blood of the Son, which can
cleanse the darkest stain and wash the deepest wound with
healing and with life.

Come, God has said. Come with open arms to the light.
Come and be healed.
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Exploring the Scriptures

April 7th,

Isaiah 64:8 But now, O LORD, thou art our father; we are
the clay, and thou our potter; and we all are the work of thy hand.

God has torn the heavens and God has come down to
visit our world. God has made the mountains flow before His
presence. God has turned away every evil thing from you, and
He has brought good things to pass. God has made His name
known throughout the world. God has spoken to the secret
hearts of princes. God has spoken, and no one has been able to
undo His words. Since the beginning of our world, no one has
understood God's words or sought God's presence on their
own. God is the potter at the end of the wheel. God places
before man the choices he can make. God gives because only
God can give life and offer the health of our souls for our
choice.

Without God there is no wholeness. Our whole world
lies before the Almighty as a dirty cloth that cannot be
washed. Without God's words there is no life, there is no
direction as to how man can find the living water that
quenches his thirst. Without God's presence, man's iniquities
pile up higher than the highest hills, growing in strength with
each passing generation. God is the potter who turns the
wheel, who changes the course of mankind, who makes a way
to escape from eternal destruction.

God will not be angry with you forever, nor will God
remember your sins. Choose the Lord and you have chosen
life. Turn to God, and your cities will be fruitful again. They
will ring with the joyful voices of the young and the laughter
of the virgins. God is the potter who brings this to pass. God is
giving you a choice and no one can undo what the Lord has
allowed.
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A 365 Day Devotional

April 8th,

Genesis 28:15 And, behold, I am with thee, and will keep
thee in all places whither thou goest, and will bring thee again into
this land; for I will not leave thee, until I have done that which I have
spoken to thee of.

Has not God appeared to men in visions of old? Has
not God shown His beloved the ladder that He has placed
between the heavens and the earth? Has not God revealed His
angels ascending and descending the ladder? Are they not the
messengers who serve those whom God loves? Has not God
said that He is the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham,
the father of faith, whose children you are if you put your trust
in the Lord?

Has not God declared from the heavens that He will
give you the land on which your head rests? God will give you
the ground on which your feet will tread to the third and
fourth generation. God will do this because God is pleased
with your faith. God will reward you for your trust in Him.

Has God not said that He will bless those who walk
with Him? Has God not promised to multiply their children
and to favor their descendants? Has God not said that He will
spread your influence to the north and south? Has God not
given, and no one can take away? Has not God blessed, and
no one can take away the blessing? Has not God said that you
are His, and no one can take you out of His hand?

In this, God is the Lord, and God can do what is in His
mind to do? God wills and no one can challenge Him. God
awakens, and no one can put to sleep. Choose the Lord and do
not let Him go, for the Lord is your God and you will be His
child forever.
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Exploring the Scriptures

April 9th,

Exodus 33:13 Now therefore, I pray thee, if I have found
grace in thy sight, shew me now thy way, that I may know thee, that
I may find grace in thy sight: and consider that this nation is thy

people.

God the Lord has understood your prayer. God has
heard your cry and God will answer speedily. God will come
and He will speak with you face to face, as a friend speaks
with a friend. God will go before you to drive out your fears,
your distresses, and the enemies which encamp against you.
God will lead you to a place, to a land that flows with milk
and honey. God will give and no man can take away from
you. God will draw near, and He will comfort you. God has
known you by name, and you have found grace in His sight.

You have been faithful, and you have trusted the Lord.
His presence will go with you, wherever you go, and God will
give you rest. Those who dwell around you will know there is
one in their midst whom the Lord favors. God will give you,
His blessings. God will bless you in trouble and in prosperity.
God will show you, His glory. You shall trust in the Lord’s
goodness. You will proclaim the name of the Lord to those
who will hear.

You will say, “The Lord is with us, and we are very
blessed.”

Though you cannot see God’s face, you shall speak
aloud, “There is a place and a rock on which I stand. I am the
Lord’s, and He is mine.”

Surely this thing will come to pass. God will place you
in the hollow of His hand and God will cause His presence to
surround you. In the Lord you shall live and shall never die.
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A 365 Day Devotional

April 10th,

Jeremiah 17:7,8 Blessed is the man that trusteth in the
LORD, and whose hope the LORD is. For he shall be as a tree
planted by the waters, and that spreadeth out her roots by the river,
and shall not see when heat cometh, but her leaf shall be green; and
shall not be careful in the year of drought, neither shall cease from
yielding fruit.

God, the Lord, has searched the hearts of men. God has
searched the secret places and found the hidden things. God
has done this to reward every man according to his ways, and
to grant every man the fullness of his trust. Woe to those who
gain great riches by unjust means, by stealing the wages of the
poor, and by rewarding evil and not good. As a partridge sits
on her eggs and hatches them, so God will see to it that an evil
man receives the full payment for his deeds. God, the Lord,
will not let wickedness go unpunished.

Those who hope in the Lord will not be ashamed. They
will look to the Lord their Maker and will be satisfied with
bread all the days of their lives. God will give a full measure of
grace to those who do not depart from Him. Those who do not
follow the ways of the wicked, God will favor them greatly.
God will do this because the Lord loves the truth and hates
iniquity. God will have compassion on the fatherless, and will
draw near to the widow and the oppressed. God will heal you
and you will be healed. God will save you and you will praise
him. Say no more, "Where is the word of the Lord?" Say
instead, "The Lord has come and is with us."

God is not a terror to those who obey Him. God's right
hand is strong to save and to deliver. God is your hope in the
day of evil, when the night comes and no one is near to protect
you. God will confound all those who hate you. God will do
this because the Lord loved you and called you His own.

You will be like a tree planted by the rivers. You will
bear your fruit and no one will take it away from you.
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Exploring the Scriptures

April 11th,

Psalms 118:22, 23 The stone which the builders refused is
become the head stone of the corner. This is the LORD'S doing; it is
marvellous in our eyes.

Cry out to the Lord, and He will open to you the gates
of righteousness. The fulfillment you seek can only be found
in God. All those whom God loves He chastens, like any father
who wants the best for his children. You will praise the Lord
in the night and in the time of your trouble, for God will hear
your voice and answer your prayer.

You have longed for stability and a place to stand in
our world that will not give way under your feet. God has
placed a rock under you, an answer that our world has
rejected and nailed to a tree. Look to the Son and raise your
voice to him, for he has the heart of the Father and is what the
Father is. The Son is the blessed one who comes in the name of
the Father. Hear Him always and do not turn your heart away
from His love or His words.

God will cause abundance to rise around you. God will
cause abundance to fill your heart. In trouble, God will
comfort you. In the greatest trial, you will bless the name of
the Lord because God will cause light to shine on your path. It
is better to trust in the Lord than in what you see around you.
Even the rising of the sun will betray you, and the setting of
the night will bring great terrors to cry at your door.

Fear not, for God will come in the hour you least
expect. God will come to stand with you. God will be the
answer you did not imagine, the hope others despised. The
Lord is the God who will not leave you, the foundation that
will not fail under your feet, now and forever.
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A 365 Day Devotional

April 12th,

Psalms 31:16 Make thy face to shine upon thy servant: save
me for thy mercies' sake.

You have asked God to bend my ear to you, to come
down from heaven and deliver you. You have asked for a
house where you can find shelter from the storm. You have
asked God to rescue you from the net that the evil one has
spread at your feet and ensnared you in. God has done this
and so much more.

God has come and will come again quickly. Commit
your spirit to the Lord, for God has redeemed you with the
most holy blood of the Son. The Lord is the God of truth. The
Lord speaks and He does what the Lord says He will do.
Speak the truth before your God and do not hide what is in
your heart from him. The Lord is the fire that purifies and
refines what is given into His hand. Rejoice and be glad in the
mercy of God, for your God is full of love and compassion.
The heart of the Lord is touched by the weakness of your flesh
and the frailty of your frame. God always remembers that you
are made from the dust of the ground.

God has not delivered you into the hands of the
enemy. God has gathered you into His arms. God has
remembered your troubles, and God has known you in all
your afflictions. God has opened the land before you. He has
set your feet in a great place. Your mourning will not last
forever, nor will the darkness of the night overtake you. Your
strength will not fail because of iniquity, nor will your bones
be consumed. God will be your strength. God has heard the
slander that has been spoken against you, the voices of fear
that have reached out to you. God was there when the enemy
plotted against you, when evil was planned against your life.
You have trusted in the Lord, and He is your God. The
Almighty will deliver you and cause His favor to draw near to
you.
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Exploring the Scriptures

April 13th,

Psalms 105:5 Remember his marvellous works that he hath
done; his wonders, and the judgments of his mouth.

If you believe in God's salvation, you are the seed of
Abraham, the children of His beloved Jacob, who would not
let go of God until God blessed him. God will remember His
covenant with you, just as God remembered His covenant
with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. God called Abraham the
father of faith, and God swore an oath with Isaac, and God
confirmed His laws with Jacob. God is their eternal Father,
and you have been adopted into the family of God.

God will give you the land He has chosen, a place
where your feet can walk and call it blessed. God did this
when the children of Israel were few in number, and God will
do this for you even when you are alone in your faith. God
will cast His presence around you when you are driven into a
strange land. God suffered no one to harm them, and God will
forbid evil to come near your door. From afar you will see the
trouble that cries at noon and howls in the night. In a dark
hour the Lord will be your God, and you will be His child, His
chosen one.

God will say to the left and to the right, "Do not harm
him. Do not touch him whom I have anointed, for I have
poured out on him the oil of gladness for the healing of his
heart.

God's word will come to you. The Lord will loosen you
up and set you free. God will be the Lord of your house, the
God of all that you have. God will increase you greatly and
make you strong against those who would do you harm. God
will show you signs and wonders in the land that lies at your
feet. God will speak, and no one will undo what the LORD has
said. He is your God, the everlasting. The Lord alone will do
it.
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A 365 Day Devotional

April 14th,

Hebrews 6:10 For God is not unrighteous to forget your
work and labour of love, which ye have shewed toward his name, in
that ye have ministered to the saints, and do minister.

You are God’s beloved and God has seen what you
have done to bless others. God has noticed the lives that you
have touched with your faithfulness and with the words you
have spoken to them. You have not been slothful. When you
could, you have lifted the weight carried by those around you.
With patience you have followed the faith, and you will
receive the promises God has given to the faithful ones.

God made His promises to Abraham, and because God
could swear by no greater, He swore by Himself to perform
the words He had spoken. God will bless and in blessing the
Lord will bless even more. God will multiply you, and in
multiplying the Lord will multiply even more. God desires
greatly to confirm His promises with you, and the Lord will
confirm them also with an oath. The Lord is the God who
cannot lie. The Lord’s promises are a strong refuge for the
hearts who flee into them. God will not fail the soul that trusts
in Him. Though the night be long, and the journey removes
your strength, God will not falter nor forsake what He has
loved. God is the anchor that does not give way in the storm,
the steadfast hope that is fastened to God’s heart.

God has made the Son the high priest over His people
forever. The Lord is the God who has no father or mother.
God has no beginning of days nor an end. God will make all
those which trust in Him perfect in their time. God will bring
an end to trouble. There is a day coming when the Lord will
draw you into eternal habitations. God the Lord has spoken
and the Lord will do what He has promised.

107



Exploring the Scriptures

April 15th,

Isaiah 12:2 Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and
not be afraid: for the LORD JEHOVAH is my strength and my
Song; he also is become my salvation.

On that day you will say to the heavens, "The Lord
God is my salvation; in Him I will trust.

Though His wrath lasted all night, with the rising of
the sun He turned from His displeasure and comforted you.
Joy has come to you like the rippling of a brook, like the
waters of the mighty sea.

You will say, "Blessed is the Lord, and blessed is His
name. He has done great and mighty things in the heavens
above and on the earth below.

The eagle soars on the currents of the air. With a cry it
lifts its wings and soars to the heights above. The mountains
rise in the distance. The snow lingers on the northern slopes,
waiting for the warmth of the spring breeze. Who is the man
who has not known the name of the Lord, or heard of the great
gift he has given to the earth?

Cry out and shout, O earth, speak to the isles of the sea.
"The Lord has come. The Holy One of Israel is among us.

Lift up a banner and speak with a loud voice. Shake
the hand that is near to you. Go in, even to the noble man's
house. For God has commanded His angels, His sanctified
ones, to attend you, to dwell near you. There is a great noise
on the sides of the hills, a tumultuous noise of many nations
gathered together in the name of their God. The Lord of hosts
has gathered them to fight against evil.

They come from a far country, even from the ends of
the earth. The wrath of God is in their hands, and you shall be
among them to find comfort for your soul.
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A 365 Day Devotional

April 16th,

Isaiah 6:3 And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy,
holy, is the LORD of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory.

God's throne is high and exalted, and His procession
fills the whole earth. The mighty seraphim attend the Lord.
They cover themselves with their six wings and fly at God's
command. Whom will the Lord send upon the earth, and who
will speak for the name of God?

For these are the words of the Lord. Take heed and be
still. Do not be afraid or faint in the face of the evil that is
rising in your world. The fierce anger of the enemy will be
turned away. He will say, "Let us go up to Jerusalem. Let us
devour the righteous and remove their voice from the earth."

But the Lord will speak, and it shall not come to pass.
From the north the enemy will retreat, and from the south he
will utterly fail. The devices of the wicked shall not stand. He
thought to wear down the Lord with weapons of war, but is
God a man who should be weary? Is not the Lord the God
who never wearies in the defense of His people?

God has given a sign to the whole earth. A virgin
conceived and gave birth to a Son. He has been called the Holy
One of Israel, the Mighty God, and the Sure Salvation of Zion.
He chose good and rejected evil. He comforted Jerusalem and
gathered those who were scattered over the face of the earth.
He has kept the name of the Lord.

Surely the Lord's servants have said, "Who is like our
God, or who has known him to give him counsel? The whole
earth has consulted together, and their word has come to
nothing, for the Lord our God is with us."
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Exploring the Scriptures

April 17th,

Isaiah 41:13 For 1, Jehovah thy God, will hold thy right
hand, saying unto thee, Fear not; I will help thee.

Keep silence before the Lord, O islands of the sea. Let
the oceans roar no more. Let peace come, and let the people of
the Lord renew their strength. Has not the Lord raised up the
righteous? God has given the weary strength to walk, and the
lowly a seat at his throne. God has made the humble to walk
with Him, and God has given His sword to the meek to
execute judgment on the earth.

God has looked, and behold, His chosen ones have
helped one another. They have said in the ear, "Be of good
courage.

Indeed, Israel is the servant of the Lord, and God has
chosen Jacob as His beloved. God has placed the seed of
Abraham in the heart of those who will believe. God has called
them from the ends of the earth. God has chosen them, and the
Lord will not cast them away.

They will seek the Lord, and they will find him. The
Lord, the God of Isaac, will say to you, "Fear not, for I will
help you. You were taken from the dust of the ground. You
were a worm in whom there was no hope. But I have helped
you. I have become your redeemer. I, the Holy One of Israel,
have done this."

When you were poor and in need of water, God
approached you. God opened rivers in the high places and
made springs in the midst of the valleys. God has made the
desert a pool of water, and the dry land has brought forth
water in abundance. God has spoken, and it has come to pass.
God is the Lord God, and there is none like him.
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A 365 Day Devotional

April 18th,

Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is quick, and powerful,
and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing
asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a
discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.

God has left you a promise of rest. Believe in the Lord
and enter. God is holding the door wide open for you. This is
the gospel that has been preached in the Lord’s name. Men
have been called everywhere to leave their own labors and to
enter the Kingdom. The blood of the Son washes from all
iniquity, even down to the very existence of evil. God has
finished this work which was begun before the foundations of
the world were laid.

There is a home for the heart, and a resting place for
your soul. Today if you hear God’s voice do not harden your
heart with unbelief. Do not say, “The Lord cannot help me. He
is too far from the earth to give me aid.”

Exhort each other daily while there is yet time. Tell the
whole world, “The Lord has come into his temple.”

Reject iniquity and embrace the truth. Speak to the
ground you walk on, “This is holy ground because the Lord is
with me.”

There is none of God’s creation that is hidden from His
sight. God fully understand the ways of men, and completely
sees their hearts. There are no secret things with God. The Son
has lived your life. He has endured your temptations. He has
felt the full onslaught of evil. God knows what you face, and
God has an answer for every failing — the blood of the Son that
cleanses all unrighteousness. Come to God with nothing
hidden, with your heart fully uncovered. Be truthful with the
Lord, for only then can God give you the help you need.
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Exploring the Scriptures

April 19,

Isaiah 61:10 I will greatly rejoice in Jehovah, my soul shall
be joyful in my God; for he hath clothed me with the garments of
salvation, he hath covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a
bridegroom decketh himself with a garland, and as a bride adorneth
herself with her jewels.

Speak often of the Lord’s joy, for His land is full of
rejoicing and praise. You dwell in the valley of shadows. There
is darkness and there is light. Do not despair because God has
created the darkness as He has created the light. God has
clothed you with garments of light. They shimmer before
God’s eyes with a radiance you cannot behold. What God has
given you reflects His country. It is not yet time for you to see
what God sees, but that day is coming soon. God will not
leave you in the night forever, nor will God ask your eyes to
behold only the shadows of your land. There are moments
when you see the light, even as the sun dawns on our day.
There are glimpses that come to your soul of another country
whose horizon is soon appearing before your sight.

Step out into your day as if you were a king or a queen
of a very fair land. God has already clothed you with royal
garments. God has set jewels on your head and placed rings
upon your fingers. There is a crown awaiting you, which God
has already fashioned and formed with His own hand. God
has tried it on you for size, and God has called for the
adjustments. God has made them Himself.

You know pain now, but there is joy coming. You
know sorrow in our world, but you shall know much greater
happiness than you can imagine. The Son has walked our
world and has tasted our grief. He has emptied the cup of
agony. He has done this because there was no other way to
prepare us for the world that is to come. God has asked you to
walk with him in the pain, because this also must be.
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A 365 Day Devotional

April 20th,

Deuteronomy 31:6 Be strong and of good courage, fear not,
nor be affrighted at them: for Jehovah thy God, he it is that doth go
with thee; he will not fail thee, nor forsake thee.

The enemy appears strong to you. He rages and he
fumes in your face, as he raged and fumed in God'’s face. The
Lord gave the enemy the back of the Son and the enemy
brought down the whip mightily upon him. He killed the Son
without cause and without mercy. He drove nails through
innocent hands because this is what the enemy is, evil and
corrupt. He hates light and loves darkness. He dwells in
misery and calls it joy. He makes grief his habitation and takes
pain and calls it happiness. There is no valley too low for him,
or any wickedness too great to touch with his hands.

You live in the enemies world, and you walk in the
shadow of his power, but God has not left you or forsaken
you. Though the enemies arrows fly in the daytime, and his
sword pierce your night, God is still your God, and the Lord
will deliver you. God does not fail those who love Him. God
does not ask of them what He has not gone through Himself.
God knows the fury of the enemy and God knows what he
does to those who love the Lord.

Be not afraid of your adversary. Do not fear the guard
he keeps outside your door. For he is a lion whose teeth have
been broken. He is a spear that does not pierce the heart of
those who trust in God. Though flesh perishes under his hand,
the Redeemer shall save them. God will take them into His
everlasting arms those who fall as the enemies’ prey. God will
remove from him the joy he seeks to destroy. God will leave
him neither branch nor root. God will establish forever those
whom he hates. God has loved you with an everlasting love. A
little darkness, a little of the day slipping away, and the dawn
will come where your soul will live with the Lord forever. Be
not afraid but be of very good courage.

113



Exploring the Scriptures

April 21th.

Genesis 1:26 And God said, Let us make man in our image,
after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea,
and over the birds of the heavens, and over the cattle, and over all the
earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.

God created you to reflect what God looks like. God
has captured the portrait of His likeness in your form and in
your face. No other creature of God's creation has been given
this honor and joy. God has placed you above all His creatures
because you bear the likeness of God. God has placed His
creation under your control to guard it and bring it into an
order that serves the Lord. Do not destroy them or abuse the
land or the creatures God has placed around you. They are
there to serve you and to bless you. When they are satiated,
you are satiated. When they feel the blessing of heaven
through your hand, then the land will feel the blessing of God.
God has not put you in charge to bring harm, but to bring
health and healing to many.

You are God's face of love when the world around you
sees only hate and bitterness. The touch of your hand can be
like the dew of heaven to a hurting soul. A word spoken in
kindness can heal where the pain is deepest and where the
hand of the enemy has crushed and bruised. Do not say to
yourself, "I am nothing." You are God's creation. Yes, you are
more than God's creation. You are God's image in a world of
pain and suffering.

Be God's face to the hungry. Give them bread to eat.
Speak a word of comfort. Tell them that God has not
abandoned them. They will believe you because they will see
God in your face. Do not withhold your presence from a world
in pain. Do not walk away from sorrow or hide from the
troubles that haunt so many in our world. You are God to
them long before they will ever see the face of the Lord.
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A 365 Day Devotional

April 22nd,

John 8:36 If therefore the Son shall make you free, ye shall be
free indeed.

God knows that you are struggling to understand Him.
You do not understand how God can speak of freedom when
God has bound your world with so many laws. God makes
the sun rise without consulting you or asking your opinion.
The sun sets according to the same rules. The storm comes and
the lightning strikes by the laws that God has put in place.
God paints the rainbow where He wishes to bless those who
see the bright colors. God casts the cloud over the sun and
covers the moon with shadow. In all the world around you,
God has brought order to His creation.

God has set you free. The Lord has told you what is
best, but you can choose. God wants you to see what choice
will bring you. God wants to teach you what God knows is
very difficult to understand. His ways are truly the best ways.
You become yourself only when you follow the way. God has
made it for you. God has set you free to learn what freedom
really is. God could have chosen another way and bound you
to His laws. God could have chained you to what is best, but
God did not want to populate the glory of His land with souls
who have never known freedom. You cannot know God's
freedom until you choose yours.

Make your choice, but be honest about what happens.
Are you really filled with joy when you transgress God's laws?
Are you more yourself when you walk away from the Lord?
God knows that your freedom will lead you to God's freedom,
which is to be Himself. The Lord is the best. The Lord is the
God who cannot go higher because He is the highest. Do not
lie, but tell yourself the truth. You will find yourself when you
tind God. The Lord is a boundless source. The Lord gives, and
the Lord gives forever and ever.
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Exploring the Scriptures

April 234,

Psalms 16:11 Thou wilt show me the path of life: In thy
presence is fulness of joy; In thy right hand there are pleasures
for evermore.

God will protect you and God will keep you in this
troubled world we live in. You can trust the Lord. You can put
all your trust in God. The Lord does not abandon those who
reach for Him and cling to His hand. God is your Lord, and
His goodness will reach from heaven down to earth and from
there to the world in which you live. God will reach your
heartache, your pain, and your failures. God will bless you
and God will not curse you.

Those who do not trust in the Lord but seek the help of
the enemy are the ones whose life withers, whose tree does not
bear fruit in its season. They are the ones for whom the rivers
of water run dry. They are the ones who will thirst and will
find nothing to quench their thirst.

God will be your portion and your inheritance. God
will fill your cup in the day of famine, and will feed you when
the land lies in ruins. In your old age the lines on your face
will speak of a life preserved by the hand of the Lord. Bless the
Almighty, and He will give you counsel. You will rise in the
night and find God when you have not sought Him with all
your heart. You will hear a voice speaking when you have not
called. Before trouble comes, God will lead you to a safe place.

Let your heart rejoice in the Lord. Rest in God's hope.
Rejoice in the glory that God will give you. Lift up your voice
in praise before the answer comes, for God is near you with
help, and God will help you. God will not forsake your soul in
the torment that befalls you. God will find you in the hour of
trouble, and the Lord will help you. God will show you life,
for God Himself will come to you, and the Lord will comfort
you.
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A 365 Day Devotional

April 24th,

Psalms 46:9 He maketh wars to cease unto the end of the
earth; He breaketh the bow, and cutteth the spear in sunder; He
burneth the chariots in the fire.

God is your refuge and your strength. God is a very
present help in trouble. Fear not, nor let your mind be
distracted from your hope in the Lord. Although the Almighty
waits long, He will come. God comes with the dawn, and
when the sun goes down He will not leave you. Though war
rage around you, though nation rise up against nation, though
the earth be greatly troubled, fear not. Though the mountains
tremble around you, doubt not God, nor cease to cast all your
cares on Him.

There will always be a river flowing from the throne of
God to make the nations rejoice and to bring joy to the
fainthearted. It is an everlasting river, for God is everlasting.
The morning may be dark, and the noonday sun may be in
shadow, but God's river will always flow to give life to the
Lord's people and to those who trust in His name.

God is in the midst of the many waters, in the midst of
the river. God gives and does not take away. The peoples of
the earth may roar in their anger. They may reach out to
destroy you, but God will restrain them with His hand. God
will keep danger far from you. God speaks, and the evil that
the enemy has commanded melts away before you.

God makes wars cease. God commands and no one can
stop His hand. God breaks the strongest bow prepared to
destroy you. Be still before the Almighty. Trust in the Lord,
for God will not fail you. God comes and He comes quickly.
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Exploring the Scriptures

April 25th,

Hebrews 12:2 Looking unto Jesus the author and perfecter of
our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross,
despising shame, and hath sat down at the right hand of the throne of
God.

Look on the Son, for there is no one like Him. The Son
obeyed the Father and never wavered even though God asked
Him to bear the sins of the whole world and take upon
Himself the punishment for their sin. The Son did this because
He knew the Father's heart. The Son knew the joy He had left
and the joy He would return to when his mission on earth was
accomplished. The Son endured the nails that were driven
through His hands and feet. He despised the shame that a
wicked world heaped upon Him.

They called Him a sinner. They called Him forsaken by
God when they saw Him hanging on the cross. They did not
know that the Son was only following the way the Father had
shown Him. For this honor to God's name and for this trust in
God's heart, the Father has placed the Son on a throne at the
right hand of the Father forever. God has made the name of
Christ the greatest name that ever was or will be. At the name
of Jesus every knee will bow in heaven and on earth, and
every tongue will confess that He is the Son.

Remember the Son when you face your hour of
trouble. God guides you as God guided Him. Do not grow
weary when you feel pain. Do not give up and despair. Do not
become faint of heart and think that there is no hope. The Son
has gone this way before you and has now entered a glory that
you cannot even imagine. He is waiting for you to join Him, to
trust God as He trusted the Father. The Son will help you. The
Son will come to your aid and comfort you because He
understands your pain and He knows your heart. God will
chasten and God will rebuke, but God will also bring to
everlasting joy those who trust in Him.
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A 365 Day Devotional

April 26th,

Psalms 89:14 Righteousness and justice are the foundation
of thy throne: Lovingkindness and truth go before thy face.

Sing aloud about the Lord's mercies. Proclaim God's
faithfulness to the ends of the earth. Say, "The Lord lives, and
the Lord helps those who trust in Him.

For God will increase His mercy forever, until the
waters thereof overflow the whole earth. God has made a
covenant with His chosen ones, and God has promised His
servant King David that He will not allow righteousness to be
taken away from the earth. God will establish forever the
throne on which He will seat His own.

Listen to the heavens as they praise the name of the
Lord. There is none like God in all His creation. There is none
to compare with the great name of God. There is none among
the great of the earth that is feared as God is feared. For the
Lord is great and mighty, and God will give justice and mercy
to whomever He pleases. God withholds the rain by His
command. God speaks, and no one can change what God has
said.

God controls the roaring of the sea. God rides on the
waves and He calms them. The Lord has broken the enemy in
pieces. God has thrown his best plan to the ground. The
heavens are the Lord's, and the earth is His. The north and the
south are made by God. Blessed are the people who know the
sound of his coming, for he will bless and give in great
abundance.

There will be great joy in the name of the Lord. There
will be peace and healing in the righteousness of the Lord. For
the glory of the Lord is His strength, and God is a defense for
those who love His name.
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April 27th,

John 17:20, 21 Neither for these only do I pray, but for them
also that believe on me through their word, that they may all be one;
even as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be
in us: that the world may believe that thou didst send me.

God has given all power to the Son so that He might
give eternal life to those who love the name of God. For this is
eternal life, that people may know the Father and the Son. God
gave the Son as the redemption of the whole world. The Son
glorified the Father's name while He walked in our world, and
He completed the task that the Father gave Him. For this, God
glorified Him with the glory they shared before the creation of
the worlds.

The Son spoke the Father's name to those who live in
our world. Those who believe belong to God, and God will
give them to the Son so that they will both hear and obey
God's word. They have become one with God, just as the
Father and the Son are one. The Son did not pray for the whole
world, but for those whom the Father had given to him. God
has given to the Son those who have believed in God. All
those who belong to the Father also belong to the Son, and He
is glorified in them.

The Son is no longer with us, but we are still in the
world. By the power of God's name, the Son will keep them
for Himself. God will make them one as He is one with the
Son. The Son has given us His words, and they hate us as the
Son was hated. This is because the world is not one with God
as we are one with God. The Son did not pray for our removal
from the world, but for our preservation until we are one with
the Father and the Son in heaven. The Son prayed for our
sanctification in preparation for our life in eternity with God.
The Son sent us into the world, as the Father sent him into the
world, so that the world might believe in the name of God.
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A 365 Day Devotional

April 28th,

Lamentations 3:21-24 This I recall to my mind; therefore
have I hope. It is of Jehovah's lovingkindnesses that we are not
consumed, because his compassions fail not. They are new every
morning; great is thy faithfulness. Jehovah is my portion, saith my
soul; therefore will I hope in him.

God knows that you have seen much trouble in our
world. You have been afflicted and tempted. You have felt
that God's wrath has fallen upon you, that God has turned His
face away from you.

You have said in your heart, "My flesh and my skin are
old. The Lord has broken my bones. He has built a wall
through which I cannot pass. He has encamped evil around
me so that I cannot move. When I cry out, he does not answer.
When I call to the heavens, he does not hear. The LORD has
been like a bear to me, like a lion that leaps out of hiding to
devour me. The LORD has bent his bow and shot his arrow
through my heart. There is no hope left in me. I am the most
desolate of all, for heaven has become my enemy.

"I have become the laughingstock of the people. My
close friends look at me and say, "The Lord has forsaken him. I
am filled with bitterness because God has made me drink
wormwood and gall. My teeth are chewing on gravel, and I
am covered with ashes. When will I find peace again? When
will I prosper again?"

We have said these things, and we have pondered
them. It is good that the beloved of God should both hope and
wait quietly for the salvation of the Lord. For though there is
much sorrow, yet God will have compassion on the souls of
men.
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Exploring the Scriptures

April 29th,

Hebrews 12:28 Wherefore, receiving a kingdom that cannot
be shaken, let us have grace, whereby we may offer service well-
pleasing to God with reverence and awe.

God has given the kingdom to His beloved. Walk by
faith and not by sight. Respond to the inward promptings of
the Spirit. Be sure to entertain strangers when they come to
your door. Offer them food and even shelter. Those believers
who have gone before you have often welcomed angels into
their homes by being attentive to the moving of the Spirit of
compassion in their hearts.

Visit the jails in your area. Remember that many of
God's servants have spent time in prisons. Even those who
suffer for their crimes are sometimes redeemable when God's
people reach out in love and compassion. Do not be ashamed
of those who are there, but treat them as fellow travelers who
bear the image of God, just as you bear the image of God.

Remember to treat your spouse with respect and
dignity, for God has made marriage and God has blessed
marriage. One man and one woman living together in body
and spirit have God's blessing. God will personally judge
those who join physically and emotionally with someone who
is not their husband or wife.

Let your life in the kingdom be without desire for what
other people have. God will bless you with the gifts that are
yours. God will give you what you ought to have. Be content
with God's choice, for God has chosen carefully and with great
thought for your welfare. Remember that God will never leave
you nor forsake you. Come boldly into God's presence
through the blood of the Son, which cleanses from all sins.
God will be your helper, and you need not fear what man will
do to you.
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A 365 Day Devotional

April 30th,

James 1:2,3 Count it all joy, my brethren, when ye fall into
manifold temptations; knowing that the proving of your faith
worketh patience.

God wants you to abound in patience, and it takes
trials to produce that patience in you. It is in the trials of life
that you learn to trust the Lord. This builds the life that is so
beautiful to God. A life that is submitted to God's will has
access to God's life. The Lord does not give His life to those
who quickly squander it on their own desires and pleasures.

If you lack wisdom, ask God for wisdom and respond
to what God tells you. God gives with great abundance and
joy. God does not blame those who ask for good things from
Him. Ask the Lord in faith, believing that God will answer
when the time is right. If God says no, do not be offended, for
God made His decision with more information about you than
you have. If you become bitter and go back and forth between
trusting God and trusting yourself, your life will be like a man
in a tiny boat drifting in the sea. You will not get anywhere.
You will be tossed around by the waves and storms of life,
going back and forth and making no progress. A believer who
cannot trust God will be unstable in all his ways.

When you are exalted, rejoice. Consider this blessing
from God's hand as a good thing, but do not try to exalt or
praise yourself. God will do what is right and bring a blessing
into your life if you can handle praise and honor. God would
rather see you walk in a lowly place than lose you to pride
when honor is given to you. God cannot bring those who are
puffed up close to His heart. God is against the haughty and
the proud. Humble yourself, for the Lord is your God, and He
will keep you in His care forever.
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Exploring the Scriptures

May 1st.

Luke 12:25, 26 And which of you by being anxious can add
a cubit unto the measure of his life? If then ye are not able to do even
that which is least, why are ye anxious concerning the rest?

Do not think too much about your life. Things like food
to eat or clothes to wear. There is a life to which God is calling
you that consists of things of much greater value than food or
clothing. Be concerned about faith and trust in the Lord. Check
your heart often to make sure you have not drifted into doubt
and confidence in yourself.

God gives food to the ravens that fly in the air, and
they have never worked for this food. God knows how to
provide for your needs so that your body does not perish. Are
you not of much greater value to God than the birds that live
around you?

Consider the lilies of the field. Take a moment to stop
and think about the wildflowers that grow along your
roadsides. Most of them were not planted by anyone. No one
gives them any special care. Yet look how beautiful they are,
how intricate is the brightness of their colors. Kings in all their
glory have never been clothed like the lowly flower that has
no earthly master. This is because God cares for them. They
are important to the Almighty. Do you not think that you are
much more important to God?

The nations of the world seek material blessings, and
those who do not know God are very anxious because they are
afraid of lacking many things. Do not be like them. You are
God's children. God loves you and God cares for you. Trust
the Lord. Do God's will in your world, and God will take care
of your needs.
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A 365 Day Devotional

May 2nd,

John 10:10 The thief cometh not, but that he may steal, and
kill, and destroy: I came that they may have life, and may have it
abundantly.

You are the sheep of God's pastures and the flock that
is under His care. You have entered through the door of the
sheepfold, which is the Son. You are called by God's name
because you love Him. Take heed and pay attention. All those
who come to you under any other name have not entered by
the door of the sheepfold. They have climbed the wall and
jumped in by their own strength. Do not listen to them or pay
attention to them. They have come to rob and steal from you.
God has come to bless you, not to deprive you of good things.

The Son is your shepherd. His heart is tender and
humble. He cares for you with great compassion. He climbs
the mountains and braves the darkness of the night to reach
you and bring you home. Learn to recognize and obey His
voice, for He does only what is best for God's sheep. Do not
follow or obey strangers. They do not come from God, even
though they claim to speak in God's name. Do not listen to
them. They are thieves and robbers.

The Son will lead you to good pastures. He will bring
you to the best grass. He will lead you to the still waters where
you can quench your thirst. There will be no danger where He
leads you, and no one will trouble you while you graze under
His care.

The Son will not flee when danger comes. He will not
forsake you when the bear and the lion come to devour the
sheep. He will lay down His own life before the evil that
comes by day and haunts by night. Trust in Him, for He is the
Son of the Father.
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Exploring the Scriptures

May 3+,

Matthew 6:24 No man can serve two masters; for either he
will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to one, and
despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.

Do not lay up treasures on earth. In our world, thieves
break down doors and pick locks to steal what you have. Even
in safe storage, if you leave things in one place too long, they
will get moldy and rusty. Our world is temporal, but God's
world is eternal. Send your treasures to God by giving them to
the needy around you. Listen carefully to what your children
want from you. Meet their needs. Be with your family. Care
for your husband or wife. Be kind to them. Give more than
you receive. Be there for them. Have time for your children.
You only have so many days on earth. Spend your hours
wisely and do not hoard wealth that you cannot take with you
to eternity.

When you give of yourself. As you spend time with
those who love you. Do not withhold good things from those
around you. Things that you have to give and could give if
you opened your hand and your heart. What you are doing by
giving them away is sending your treasures into God's care.
God will keep them carefully for you. God already has a great
abundance and will not be tempted to steal from you. This is
the only way you can store your treasures in a place where
they will be yours forever.

When you send your treasures to God, you will find
that a strange thing happens. Your heart will follow your
treasure. You will think more and more about heaven. You
will long to go there because you have sent so much of
yourself to God. Nothing you store up in our world will last.
One way or another, the spoilage and decay will come. Trust
God and find yourself the owner of many possessions when
you reach the eternal shores.
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A 365 Day Devotional

May 4th,

1Peter 1:7 That the trial of your faith, being much more
precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire,
might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of
Jesus Christ.

God chose you long before He laid the foundations of
the earth. God saw the kind of people who would believe in
the name of the Son. God chose them for sanctification. God
knew that the faith they would have in the Son would be
enough to carry them through the greatest trials. For the Son
has never failed God. Christ is like the Father, and if you have
seen the Son, you have seen the Father. His heart is God's
heart, and He cares for you as God cares for you.

The Lord has brought you into the family of God
because of His abundant mercy. God has placed in you a hope
and desire for heaven, where God dwells. God has placed the
Holy Spirit in you, who has the power to bring life to you and
even to bring life to your dead body. There will be a glorious
resurrection of all the saints who have gone before you, and
the same hope can dwell in your heart with a steadfast
confidence.

You have an inheritance with God that no one can take
away from you. God will keep you with His power. God will
go with you until you join the Lord there in the eternal land.
You can rejoice in this hope even though you are going
through many difficult trials at this time. These are things that
will make your faith shine all the brighter and increase your
reward in eternity. Do not be afraid of the fire you are walking
through or the testing of your world. There is glory and honor
waiting for you when you see the face of the Son in death, or
when he returns to earth before your passing. Rejoice and be
glad in the hope and promise that God has given you. Do not
despair or give up.
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Exploring the Scriptures

May 5th,

Psalms 95:1,2 O come, let us sing unto the LORD: let us
make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation. Let us come before
his presence with thanksgiving, and make a joyful noise unto him
with psalms.

The Lord is the God who holds the deep places of the
earth in His hands. The strength of the hills is His. God made
the sea and all that swims in its waters. God made the dry
land and set the sand as a marker for those waves. Our
worship of God's might and power is right and proper. God's
mighty works are worthy of your knees bowed in His
presence. God made you, and He is your God. You are the
people of God's land and the sheep of God's pastures. Today,
when you hear God's voice speaking through the thunder of
nature, do not harden your hearts. Do not attribute the mighty
things you see on the earth and in the heavens above to gods
who are nothing in the sight of the Lord. They have not made
the mighty things that God has made. Nor have they loved
you with an everlasting love.

The children of Israel saw God's wonderful works
while they wandered in the desert. God gave them water from
the rock. God made the great rivers flow fresh and clean in
salty places. God healed their diseases, and God cleansed their
leprosy. God made manna rain from the sky every morning.
God gave them angels' food to satisfy their hunger. Yet in all
this they were not thankful. They grumbled about the
weariness of the journey. They complained when God led
them through rough terrain.

The Lord was a God to them, a father among fathers.
God walked with them by day in a cloud and by night as a
pillar of fire. Yet in all this they did not glorify God's name,
but were unthankful. Do not be like them, for the LORD is a
God of great love and compassion.
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A 365 Day Devotional

May 6th,

2 Corinthians 4:17 For our light affliction, which is but for
a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of

glory.

God has placed a great treasure in our fragile vessels.
God knows that you are made of dust and that you tremble
when trouble approaches. God does not hold your weakness
against you. God has planned things this way because of the
great works God wants to display through you. If God had
given you great power through your natural strength. If God
had freed your body from the torment of sickness. If God had
withheld the storm and made you fearless of the rain, you
would be tempted to think great thoughts of yourself. God
wants to avoid pride in His creatures because pride is the
reason for the fall of the enemies. Satan used to be God's
closest friend. He sat in God's councils, and heaven spent
hours listening to Satan's beautiful music. He was great in
power, might, and beauty. Until iniquity was found in him.
Until he thought proud thoughts of himself. Until he took
credit for what God had given him and counted his blessings
as coming from himself.

That is why God has allowed trouble to camp around
you. That is why God has made you familiar with affliction.
This is why God has allowed perplexity and despair to haunt
you. This is why God has allowed persecution because of our
faith. But God has never forsaken us. God has never cast us
down. God has never destroyed us.

God has allowed you the great honor of bearing the
marks of suffering that the Son bore. God did this so that the
Lord could show the glory of His life through you. You will
always be close to death until you cross the river to where God
dwells. The Son and the Father will welcome you home with
joy and song, for they love you with an everlasting love.
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Exploring the Scriptures

May 7th,

Psalms 23:1, 2 The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want.
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the
still waters.

God is our Lord, and God is our Shepherd. There is no
one who cares for you like God. When God is with you, there
is no want. God takes you by the hand and makes you lie
down in green pastures. God quiets the tumult of our hearts.
God leads beside the still waters. When the enemy has
ravaged our soul, God restores what he has stolen. God takes
the wound he has left open and bleeding. God brings the
edges together and wraps the skin with the gauze of heaven.

When you face the valley. When the road leads
through darkness and storm, even to the shadow of death.
God will remove the fear from your heart. God will speak to
you in peace and comfort you in your troubles. God will be
with you and will not allow any harm to destroy you. Though
the enemy rages in his fury, though he unleashes the lions of
his wickedness to block your path. God will remove evil with
His rod. God will strike the enemy with His rod. God will
guide you with His hand and lead you with His arm.

The Lord will prepare a table for you, laden with meat
and drink. God will do this in front of the enemy. You will sit
down and eat while he spews out his hatred against you. God
will anoint your head with oil to cleanse you from the dirt of
the road and the foul smell of the enemy's breath. God will fill
your cup with wine, even the best wine, until the excess runs
down your hands.

You will laugh with joy for the Lord's goodness and
mercy that will follow you all the days of your life. You will
dwell in the house of the Lord forever. You will always be in
God's care.
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A 365 Day Devotional

May 8th,

Philippians 3:8 Yea doubtless, and I count all things but
loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for
whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but
dung, that I may win Christ.

Learn not to have confidence in yourself or in the
wisdom you have acquired. Take no glory in the spiritual
works you have done. Do them for God and do not count
them as treasures in your storehouse. The worship that God
desires comes from your spirit, not from the works of your
hands. The Son walked the path of humility and brokenness, a
path that led to the cross. Through this death, He conquered
all the power of the enemy and brought to nought the fumes
of hell and the grave. Their pride was found to dwell in
emptiness, defeated by the brokenness of the Son.

This is the way God wants you to go. Give and keep no
record. Open your storehouses to the needy. Do not withhold
when you have the power in your hand to give. Bless and do
not curse. Give beyond your measure, even to the excess of
your capacity, and God will open the gates of abundance to
you. God will give you the keys to the storehouse of His
riches.

Suffer with the Son, and God will allow you to share
with Him the life that the Son has obtained at the right hand of
the Father. God will seat you in the throne room of power.
God will do this when you loosen the chains of self-
righteousness, when you hold no honor for yourself, and
when you pour yourself out to the last drop. You will find
yourself in that day. You will know riches that you cannot
imagine. God will give as you have given. God will not
deprive your heart of its deepest desires. You will find God
where you have left yourself, and in God you will find what
you could never be.

131



Exploring the Scriptures

May 9th,

Micah 7:7 Therefore I will look unto the LORD; I will wait
for the God of my salvation: my God will hear me.

How many times have you looked around in despair
and cried out to the heavens, "Woe is me, for I am like one
who went out to gather the summer fruit and found the vines
bare. There is nothing to eat, and my soul is famished. I sought
a good man and found them all gone from the earth. I sought a
friend and found only an enemy who hated me."

God does not blame you for your complaint. For God
knows the heart of man. God knows his stubborn wickedness,
and how he robs the poor of the land and gives nothing to
those who have lost everything. The best of men is a brier
field. The most upright among the children of men are sharper
than a hedge of thorns. Do not trust them, nor put your trust
in their best guides. Reveal no secrets, not even to him who
lies in your bed.

For on earth the son dishonors his father, and the
daughter rises up to speak evil of him who bore her. God
knows that your enemies are often those of your own
household. There is no safe place where you can dwell. You
cannot lay down your head without danger.

Therefore God charges you, by the heavens above and
by the earth below, even by the honor of His own name. Look
to the Lord for help. Wait for the Almighty, and He will come
in time to help you. God will not leave you in idleness, nor
your mouth filled with empty words. It is better to hear
reproof from the mouth of the Lord than the honeycomb of
lies that fall from the tongue of the enemy. God will cleanse
your sin, and God will cover your iniquity, for the Lord has
redeemed you. God will give you light and not darkness. God
will bless you and not curse you.
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A 365 Day Devotional

May 10th,

John 15:3 Now vye are clean through the word which I have
spoken unto you.

God's words contain the power that created the
worlds. God speaks and what is spoken comes to pass. There
is no one who can undo what God has commanded. The Son is
the true Word who feeds the world and nourishes all creatures
who believe in His name. They are branches that grow on the
tree of life, and no one can take them away from the Lord. God
keeps them and God removes from them the excess and the
dross that comes from our world. God only wants the faith
that comes from their hearts. God does not need their strength.
God only needs them to abide in Him.

Do not withdraw when God speaks. The branch cannot
bear fruit by itself. They must remain with God. The Lord is
the vine that bears eternal life. The Lord is the source of all
good and all good things. If you abide in God, if you tolerate
the purification, the Lord will cause you to bear fruit that will
feed a hungry world. You can trace your times of barrenness
back to when you turned your heart away from the Lord.

When you abide in God, the words that God speaks
abide in you. If you do not quench God's words, but take them
deep into your heart. They will bring you life. This life will
spring forth into eternal life. On that day, you can ask God
what your heart desires, and God will give it to you. For the
Lord is glorified when you bear much fruit. The praise of the
Lord's name goes forth in the land when His beloved ones
prosper. God has told you these things so that His joy may be
full in you and that your joy may be full in God.
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Exploring the Scriptures

May 11t:,

Philippians 2:2 Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be likeminded,
having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind.

God has offered you great comfort in the Son. God has
offered you the fellowship of the Spirit in your heart. Reach
out to others with the same attitude and give them what God
has given you. Offer them hope and fellowship and love.
God's joy will be complete not only when you come into
fellowship with Him, but when you offer the same comfort to
those around you. Be the hands and feet of God to your
neighbors. Show them the Spirit of Heaven reaching out to
them.

Do not live your life trying to improve your own image
or standing in the community. Serve others. See them not as
people in need, but as people worthy of the love you have
experienced with God. Take an interest in their lives. Listen to
their stories. Feel their pain. Welcome them into your home
and heart.

Live your life among others without murmuring or
complaining about them. Be their friend in public and in
private. Love them when they see you and when they don't.
Be a truly harmless person. Speak no evil words against them.
Bear no bitter gossip about them to others. Be God's light
shining in the midst of a crooked and perverse land. You will
not make things better by adding to the misery and darkness.

Speak God's Word to the world around you, both with
your life and with your mouth. Rejoice in the Son and
continually offer the sacrifice of your life to others. Do this and
you will live.
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A 365 Day Devotional

May 12th,

Philippians 2:5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in
Christ Jesus.

The Son was always with the Father. They shared the
beginnings of the world. The Son was the Word that came
from the Father's mouth, and by Him all things were made
that were made. He was the Son of the Father and will always
be the Son of the Father. The glory of the Father was shared by
the Son from the beginning, but He was not like the enemy
who exalted himself above his station.

The Son was of a very different spirit. While the enemy
sought to climb higher, even to the throne of the Father, which
is on the north side of the mountain. The Son humbled
Himself and was willing to leave the place of the Father's
glory. He was willing to leave the sweet fellowship of the
Father and the Son and be born as a baby wrapped in
swaddling clothes and laid in a manger. That was the Son, and
that was His mind. He thought as the Father did, and He
made the choice the Father would have made had the Father
gone to earth.

Not only did the Son come to earth and take His place
among the cattle and sheep of the stable, but the Son lowered
Himself even further. He walked in our world without honor,
the lowest of the low. The common people called Him
"Teacher," but the rulers hated Him. The Son walked out of a
glory so full of peace and joy that He accepted stones being
thrown at Him. He took blows on His back and a crown of
thorns on His head. For honor He exchanged shame. For
praise, He exchanged mockery and ridicule.

This is the spirit that should be in you-the spirit of the
Son and not of the enemy.
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Exploring the Scriptures

May 13th,

1Peter 5:6 Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty
hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time.

Be kind to those who serve under you. If you are a
manager or executive of a company, do not be a lord over
those under you. Talk to them. Include them in your plans.
Make decisions with their input. Has God not sought you out
and searched your heart? Has God not wanted to know about
your pain, your hopes, and your dreams? As God has spoken
to you, speak to others with understanding and compassion.

Be an example to those you lead. Work as they work.
Be the first to volunteer for the hard work, the night shift, or
the dangerous job. You are a reflection of God to others, and if
you lead well, with a gentle but firm hand, God will reward
you when the Son appears in His glory with all the saints.

Be equally willing to work under someone else. You do
not have to control everything. God has given you the
freedom to make decisions. God has set the left and the right
before you, and God often works with the wrong decisions
you make. God speaks tenderly to you. God rebukes, but God
does not destroy. God teaches by what God has done. God
speaks, but God works first. Be like the Almighty, not like the
enemy. The enemy takes and does not give back. He speaks,
but he does not live by his own words.

Humble yourselves under the hand of the Lord. Learn
from the Son, for God is meek and lowly in heart. God does
not break the bruised reed, and God does not put out the
candle that flickers and smokes. God is the God of mercy and
compassion. Full of compassion and loving kindness to those
who fear Him.
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A 365 Day Devotional

May 14th,

2 Corinthians 12:9 And he said unto me, My grace is
sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most
gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power
of Christ may rest upon me.

If you are really interested in God's power, you will
have to experience weakness in your flesh. Some of God's
greatest servants who did mighty works on earth had to
overcome great physical difficulties. God taught them to
accept their limitations and even to glory in them, for in this
way God could make a great display of His power through
them.

The Son experienced the greatest weakness and
physical failure when He died on the cross, but through His
death, God was able to completely defeat the enemy and
triumph over death and the grave. This is how God works,
and this is how God works through you. God does not need
strong believers or wise believers. God needs humble believers
who will trust the Lord in the darkness of the night. Believers
who will stay with the Lord through the storm and through
the rain.

God promises you power in your weakness, not in
your strength. God promises you strength in your humility
and brokenness, not in your self-exaltation. Examine yourself
often to see how you are living your life. Do you trust God
because you have no problems, or do you trust God in your
problems, believing that the Lord is greater than your
problems? This is the faith that sees even when the sun does
not shine and hopes even when the world turns against you.

So rejoice, no matter what your circumstances are. If
things are going well, be thankful. If there are storm clouds on
the horizon, do not be afraid. Let not your faith fail you even
when your body trembles with fear.
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Exploring the Scriptures

May 15t

Revelations 12:11 And they overcame him by the blood of
the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they loved not
their lives unto the death.

There has been a great shout in the eternal land, a cry
that has gone through all the heavens. The great dragon has
been cast out, that old serpent who deceived the whole world.
The kingdom and the dominion of the Son have come. To Him
belongs the salvation and the power of His God. No one is like
Him, the Lamb who was slain before the foundation of the
world. He is the one who is worthy to open the seals and to
open the scrolls and to reveal the mysteries of his God.
Therefore rejoice, O heavens, and woe to the earth, for the
dragon is come down to make war against the saints and to
dishonor the Most High God.

The Lamb has broken the seal, and the saints have
sung a new song, saying, "Worthy are you, O great King, to
take the book and to open the seals. For you, our great God,
were slain, and you redeemed us by your blood from every
tribe and kindred and nation and people of the world. Worthy
is the Lamb to receive honor and glory and power forever and
ever. He has made us kings and priests to our God and has
seated us in heavenly places. There is no one like him who is
and who was and who is to come.

So they sang with thousands and thousands of voices.
Their praise was lifted up by every creature that dwells in
heaven and on earth: "Blessing and honor and glory and
power be to Him who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb
forever and ever. Amen."
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A 365 Day Devotional

May 16th.

Luke 1:79 To give light to them that sit in darkness and in
the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.

God considers the lowly condition of His creatures.
God has done mighty things for them and for His most holy
name. God has showered mercy on those who fear His name
from generation to generation. God has revealed the power of
His mighty arm. God has scattered the proud into the depths
of the earth. God has brought down the mighty from their
places, and God has exalted the lowly. God filled the hungry
with good things, but sent the rich away empty. God has done
this for the sake of His righteousness and for the sake of those
who believe in His name forever.

God has visited and redeemed His people. God has
lifted up the horn of salvation to the house of David. God has
healed and has not withheld the goodness of His hand from
the land of the living. God has spoken by his holy prophets,
and in the last days by the mouth of his Son. God has
delivered His people from the hand of their enemies. God has
blessed them with His presence and His grace. The Almighty
has judged in holiness and righteousness. God has brought the
knowledge of His salvation to the ends of the earth. God has
given light to those who sat in great darkness.

God has forgiven and remembered no iniquity. God
has washed and cleansed the evil from their hearts with the
blood of the Son. God has brought peace and comfort to the
earth. God has healed and has not forgotten His beloved.
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Exploring the Scriptures

May 17th,

2 Corinthains 5:4 For we that are in this tabernacle do
groan, being burdened: not for that we would be unclothed, but
clothed upon, that mortality might be swallowed up of life.

God has prepared for you a heavenly dwelling to
replace the body you now live in. Death will not be the end for
you. God has a building, not made with earthly hands,
waiting for you. That place is with the Father and the Son.
God has sent the Spirit to dwell in you now and to confirm in
you the truth of this promise. You can be very confident that
while you are enjoying life in your body, a greater day is
coming when you will be called to live with the Lord.

Work on the earth with this promise firmly in your
heart. God will reward you one day when you stand before
His judgment seat. Whatever you have done to honor God's
name will not be forgotten. God has made you a new creature
in the Son. God has placed you there by your faith. Although
you cannot see at this time what a glorious creature you will
be, God can see what the transformation looks like. Trust the
Lord and live accordingly.

Respect yourself. Speak words of comfort to your soul.
Your spirit has been renewed and made whole by the blessed
blood of the Son. You have been washed and cleansed. You
are no longer a creature of dust and mire. You have been
fashioned by heavenly hands. You groan because the promise
is not yet fulfilled.

God knows this and understands. Be strong of good
courage. Face each day in the hope of your coming
transformation, when your body will be transformed just as
your spirit has been transformed.
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A 365 Day Devotional

May 18th,

John 4:23, 24 But the hour cometh, and now is, when the
true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for
the Father seeketh such to worship him. God is a Spirit: and they that
worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.

God knows what you are doing every hour and every
moment of the day. God knows what you are really looking
for as you go about your daily tasks. You are looking for
fulfillment and for something in our world that can satisfy
you. There are many ways to do this, and there are many
buckets you carry around looking for water to quench your
thirst. You often look for water in the wrong place, but you
blame everything else for why your bucket is empty. The rope
is too short, you say, or the well is too deep. The real problem
is the place where you lower your bucket.

Draw water from the Lord. Each day;, fill your bucket
with His presence. Worship the Lord with the dawn of the day
and praise Him as you prepare to go to sleep. God has come to
give you life, and that life is eternal. The water the Lord gives
you will well up in your spirit and give you a stream of water
to quench your thirst and enough to quench the thirst of those
around you.

Tell them about the Lord. Tell them that they too can
worship God and find that river of water flowing in their
spirit. God speaks the truth, for God is the truth. Whoever
believes in the Lord will walk in the truth and have fellowship
with the Father. Do not say that there is no need for you in our
world. The harvest is truly great. Look around you and speak
of God. Tell others of the truth. The hour is late and the Son
will soon return to our world to claim his own. Live in hope
and faith and love.
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Exploring the Scriptures

May 19t

1Corinthains 13:12 For now we see through a glass, darkly;
but then face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know even
as also I am known.

God has given so many gifts to those who believe in
Him. God has given some of them the gift of missions, others
the gift of speaking His Word, and others the gift of working
miracles. To others, God gave the gift of healing. To others, the
gift of speaking in tongues. To others God has given the gift of
speaking in tongues. God wants each of us to have a fervent
desire for His good gifts, so that we may bear much fruit for
the Lord.

However, there is something greater than the gifts that
God gives from His hand. The greatest gift of all is to become
like the Lord. For God is love. This is God's character, not a
piece of clothing that God puts on and takes off. A gift of
healing or a gift of miracles comes and goes. You do not
practice your gift every day and every hour. But the gift of
love of love is something that you become.

Love is something. You can have the gift of prophecy
and never grow into a being like God. You can have the gift of
knowledge and never have good character. You can have such
great faith that mountains move at your command and never
become a good person.

God wants you to become like God. God suffers long
and is kind. God does not envy. God does not puff himself up.
God does not behave inappropriately. God does not seek his
own. God is not easily provoked. God does not think evil. God
does not rejoice in iniquity. God rejoices in the truth. God
endures all things. God hopes for all good things. God suffers
all things. God never fails.

God wants you to seek His gifts, but true maturity is to
seek the character and nature of the Lord.
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A 365 Day Devotional

May 20th,

Isaiah 61:10 I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my soul
shall be joyful in my God; for he hath clothed me with the garments
of salvation, he hath covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a
bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth
herself with her jewels.

God has sent the Spirit into the world to speak truth to
our hearts. The Spirit will dwell with the meek and comfort
the brokenhearted. He will set the captive soul free and open
the prison doors that hold you in bondage. He will bring
laughter to the heart where there was sorrow. He will bring
beauty where the fires of life have burned your hopes and
dreams to ashes. He will put a garment of praise on the
shoulders of those who sigh and are heavy.

The Spirit will build up the old desolate places. He will
raise up a memorial in the lands that have long been desolate.
He will send strangers to feed your flocks, and men you do
not know will plow your fields and tend your vineyards. He
will give you a new name. He will call you the priest of the
Lord. You will become a servant of the Most High God.

For your shame you will have a double blessing, and
for your confusion the Spirit will make the way perfectly clear.
The land in which you live shall be known as the mountains of
everlasting joy.

The Lord God loves judgment. The Almighty hates
robbery and the emptiness that comes from the hand of the
enemy. God will bless you and give your children a great
inheritance with the saints. You shall be called holy, and the
ground you tread shall be holy ground, for the Spirit is with
you.
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Exploring the Scriptures

May 21st.

Isaiah 9:2 The people that walked in darkness have seen a
great light: they that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon
them hath the light shined.

The day is coming when the branch that God planted
on the earth will blossom, as the trees of life blossom along the
river that flows from the throne. The day will be, and is now,
when the fruit of the earth will be in abundance, when there
will be no want, when the hungry will be fed and the nursing
child will be fat. It shall come to pass that all who dwell in
Zion and have walked in the streets of my city shall be called
holy. They will be known as the redeemed of the Lord.

This will be when God, the Lord Most High, has
washed away their sins and made their garments white, and
has given them a covering of joy for a bed of sorrow. God
Himself will cleanse the iniquity of Jerusalem and wash the
sinful soul from the stains of the wicked. God, the Lord, will
make every dwelling place a house of joy. God will write the
spirit of judgment on the doorposts, and God will give His
angels charge over the house. They shall not let the darkness
make them afraid, nor the thunder roar the terror of the night.

God will set up a pillar of smoke to follow them by
day, and a funnel of fire to cover them by night. God's glory
will be their defense and a shield that will not grow old. The
LORD will make their dwelling place a refuge for the weary
and for the traveler who yearns for home. Her dwelling place
shall be a refuge and a covering from the storm and from the
rain. God will sing with joy and gladness over His beloved.
They shall be with the Almighty, and He shall be with them.
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A 365 Day Devotional

May 22nd,

Isaiah 1:18 Come now, and let us reason together, saith the
LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as
snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.

God will wash you and make you clean. God will
make all your ways ways of justice and mercy. Though your
sins are like crimson, the Lord will make them as white as
snow. Though the land has turned red with the blood of the
innocent, God will cause goodness to grow where life has been
taken. The broken heart has cried out to the Lord, and the babe
has wept at his mother's breast. There is hunger in the land,
the sound of weeping and mourning. There was no comfort,
but God will comfort, the Lord, the God Jehovah who hears.

The faithful city has turned from the Lord to follow
emptiness and mourning. Where judgment once dwelt, there
is the house of the murderer and the thief. The princes have
become rebellious and have followed bribery instead of
justice. They have accepted a gift from the hand of the wicked.
They made promises and did not keep them. They have lifted
up their hand to swear an evil oath.

Therefore the Lord of Hosts will come quickly. He will
execute justice and judgment. He will break the chains of the
captive and the bonds of the innocent. He will set me free, and
no one will lie in wait for me. Zion shall be redeemed with
judgment, and her people shall be healed from their diseases.
Those who have been ashamed shall lift up their heads. Those
who were bowed down with heavy burdens will dance in the
streets.

This is what the Lord will do, for there is no one to
help but Him. You will become like an oak whose leaf does
not wither, like a garden rich in fruit that will feed the nations.

145



Exploring the Scriptures

May 234,

Isaiah 33:5 The LORD is exalted; for he dwelleth on high: he
hath filled Zion with judgment and righteousness.

The Lord will be gracious to you who have waited for
him. In the morning God will be your strong arm. In the time
of trouble God will be your salvation. Those who fled at the
sound of tumult will be called back. The Lord will bring them
to a safe place, and they will be troubled no more.

The fear and terror of the Almighty will come upon the
wicked. Their brave ones shall cry out for help when the arm
of flesh shall fail them. With wisdom and knowledge shall
God bring stability to your times. No longer shall the
highways be desolate places where destruction has brought
the traveler to ruin. Those who have broken God's covenant
will be brought to repentance. They will fall on their faces and
seek the Lord's mercy. The earth will mourn for the wicked,
and the nations will languish without God's judgment.

The Lord will come, and He will come quickly. The
Lord will be exalted. The Lord will be exalted. God will
remove the chaff from among you. The Lord will judge and
bring peace to the earth. The Lord will cause the devourer to
cease; he will bring abundance to the earth. The hungry will be
satisfied, and the fat of the land will fill the barns.

Hear, you who are far away. Listen to God, you who
are near. The upright shall be exalted, and the oppression of
the oppressors shall cease. Your eyes shall see the King
coming in his glory. You will laugh and mourn no more.
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A 365 Day Devotional

May 24th,

Psalms 89:14 Justice and judgment are the habitation of thy
throne: mercy and truth shall go before thy face.

Sing of the mercies of God forever, and let your mouth
proclaim the faithfulness of the Lord to all your generations.
For God has spoken. God has said that His mercy will be
established forever. His faithfulness will be established to the
heavens.

God has made a covenant with you. He has sworn to
tulfill the Lord's promise to you. God will establish you
forever. God will put your children under His care and
protection. The heavens above speak of the Lord's name and
declare His marvelous works. Who on earth is like our God?
Who among the sons of the mighty can make war with the
Almighty? The LORD tramples the enemy under his feet, and
performs his loving acts before the children of men.

The loving kindness of God shall not be removed from
the earth. The Lord will perform and will not break His
promise. God's name will be established forever like the moon
in our sky, like the faithful witness of the sun at noon. God has
broken the hedges of the enemy. God has brought the
strongholds of the enemy to ruin. God has turned the edge of
the enemy's sword away from you. God has made the glory of
the enemy cease. God has cast down the throne of the enemy
from on high. He will no longer rule over God's people, nor
will he torment the house of God's beloved.

The Lord will not hide forever, and when God comes,
His wrath will burn like fire against the wicked. Remember
how short his time is, how weak his breath was among the
children of men. Hope in God, for He is the Lord your God.
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Exploring the Scriptures

May 25th,

Isaiah 41:10 Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not
dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help
thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness.

Be silent before the Lord, you islands of the sea. Speak
no more of your terrors to the people of God. Let those who
fear the Lord restore their strength. Let them find their hope of
salvation in God. The Lord has raised up the righteous from
the east. God has called him out of the land of desolation. Who
has done as God has done? God, the Lord, is the first and the
last. The Lord is truly God.

The islands have seen the works of the Lord and have
feared his name. The ends of the earth trembled when the
presence of God drew near. You are the servant of the Lord.
God has chosen you from among the nations of the earth. Do
not be afraid. Do not tremble in dismay.

When the poor were in need. When the thirsty seek
water, the Lord God will be their help. God will send water in
a mighty stream even in the midst of the wilderness. God will
plant a cedar in the desert, an olive tree and a fir tree together.
They will grow before the Lord, so that you will know that
God is the Lord God who created the heavens and the earth.
You will see and understand that the Holy One of Israel has
done this.

There is no one who can match the strong arm of the
Lord. The works of our hands done without God are vain and
empty. We are nothing on our own. We breathe because God
has given us the breath of heaven. Return to the Lord, for God
is your hope and your salvation. The Lord is the God who
welcomes home those who return freely to His land.
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A 365 Day Devotional

May 26th.

Isaiah 42:1 Behold my servant, whom I uphold; mine elect,
in whom my soul delighteth; I have put my spirit upon him: he shall
bring forth judgment to the Gentiles.

The Son did not exalt himself or cry out for attention
from those around him. He was humble and tender to His
loved ones. He loved His earthly mother and honored His
adoptive father. When He saw someone in need, He stopped
what He was doing and helped. A faltering step of a stranger
was no reason for Him to ignore that person. He did not fail in
His mission on earth, nor was He ever discouraged, no matter
how difficult the task set before Him.

God spoke from heaven and God blessed Him. Behold,
the Lord God Almighty, who made the heavens and the earth,
called Him righteous. Even God, who gives breath to all
people and the Spirit to those who walk on the earth, upheld
the Son with the hand of God. God kept Him from harm and
made Him a covenant for the people, a light that shines on the
nations.

The Son opened the eyes of the blind and led the
captives out of prison. He saw those who were in darkness
and brought them out into the sunshine. God was His Father,
the Lord Most High. This is the name of God, and His glory
He does not share with the enemy. God has brought to pass
the former things that had been forgotten in the earth, and
God has declared new things to the earth.

Sing a song of praise to the Son, for God has glorified
Him. God has given him a name that is above every name in
heaven and on earth. God has seated the Son at the right hand
of the Father, at the throne of God's glory forever. He is the
Son and the Beloved of the Father. Hear Him and believe in
Him. Let this word go forth into the wilderness and into the
cities. Let them hear and rejoice.
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Exploring the Scriptures

May 27th,

Revelations 22:13 I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning
and the end, the first and the last.

Do not be silent about the good things God gives you.
Do not keep silent the words that God speaks to you. For the
day is coming when God will finish the works of His hands.
On that day, God will draw back the curtain of time and bring
all those who have believed in Him home to their eternal
abode. On that day, God will take a close look at all the works
done by those who love Him, and God will reward them
accordingly. God will give them far more than they can
imagine should ever be given to them. God will never let any
effort, even the smallest work that those who are His seek to
offer Him, go unnoticed. They will have their place with the
Lord and in the eternal kingdom, both they and their works.
God will do this because He is God who rewards every good
thing.

God has prepared a great city that will be the eternal
headquarters for His people. They shall go in and out of these
gates freely, and they shall come into God's presence at their
pleasure. God has planted the tree of life on the banks of the
river that flows through these everlasting walls. This is a city
whose heights reach the eternal heavens. God's people will eat
its fruit. They will have the life that springs from God forever
and ever. They will never die, and their works on earth will be
the foundation upon which they will plan and carry out their
eternal works for the Lord.

God sent the Son into our world to testify of these
things. The Son is the Beloved of God, the Root and Offspring
of David, and the Bright and Morning Star. Listen to Him and
speak of His words, for they are the guide that brings forth
from our hands the works that please God.
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A 365 Day Devotional

May 28th,

1Timothy 6:12 Fight the good fight of the faith, lay hold on
the life eternal, whereunto thou wast called, and didst confess the
good confession in the sight of many witnesses.

You brought nothing into our world when you were
born from your mother’s womb. You also will take nothing
with you that belongs to our world when you are called away.
Be satisfied therefore with the basic things of life that are
required for your earthly existence. Seek food, clothes to wear,
and a place to live. Beyond this these earthly things will do
you little good. Those who seek to accumulate them will only
fall into many unnecessary temptations and often will be
snared by the enemy into following his ways. The enemy does
not seek your good but only your destruction. He uses your
desires for unnecessary material gain as a trap to waste away
your time on the earth.

You have been called to build eternal things that do not
exist on the earth. These are the things that are right and
good. Things like faith, love, patience, and meekness are the
building blocks on which you can construct a life which has
eternal value. Fight for these things, and not for material
wealth. Seek hard after them. Pay the price for virtue and the
faith which reaches into the heavens.

God gives you a charge for your time lived on the
earth. Do not be pulled away from the Almighty by an excess
of love for our world. The cosmos you see will pass away,
along with the kingdoms of our world. God alone has
immortality and lives in a light that no man can enter except
those to whom God gives this life. This is the goal you should
seek, a life lived in our world that begins to prepare for the life
everlasting you will spend with the Lord.
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Exploring the Scriptures

May 29th,

Luke 1:35 And the angel answered and said unto her, The
Holy Spirit shall come upon thee, and the power of the Most High
shall overshadow thee: wherefore also the holy thing which is
begotten shall be called the Son of God.

God not only highly favored the mother of the Son,
but God highly favored all mankind. God explained to Mary
through His chosen angel how He would bring about the
formation of the Son in her womb. God would do this through
the overshadowing of the Spirit. What was formed in Mary's
womb was the Son's earthly body. He had already existed
forever with God in Spirit. God does not ask you to fully
understand how the Spirit works or to fully comprehend
God's power. God only asks that you believe that God has
done this work and that He continues to do this work.

What is formed in your life by the Spirit will share in
the life of the Son. He was called great and the Son of the Most
High God. The Almighty gave Him the throne of David to sit
on forever. He will reign over the house of those who believe
in His name and will share His life with them. His kingdom
and His life have no end, nor do the holy things that are
produced in the lives of believers.

Do not try to produce the fruit of God by your own
strength or wisdom. You will never accomplish what God
wants done. You will always fail. Our world always fails to
produce what is truly pleasing to God. Seek the Spirit instead.
Surround yourself with God's words, for that is where the
Spirit dwells. You will find the Spirit nowhere but near the
Father and the Son.

Realize how privileged you are and how great is the
favor God has chosen to bestow upon mankind. Our world
will surely pass away, but God has chosen in our decaying
world to bring forth holy things that can last forever and dwell
with God in eternity.
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A 365 Day Devotional

May 30th,

Psalms 119:25 My soul cleaveth unto the dust: Quicken
thou me according to thy word.

God has declared blessed those who walk under the
shadow of the Spirit. They are the ones who keep God's
testimony, not those who follow man-made laws. God has
declared them pure who walk in His ways. God will guide
their thoughts and actions. There will be a voice that speaks in
their spirit to turn to the left or to the right. God will command
silence and God will command peace. You will not be
ashamed if you have respect for the Spirit.

You will hear the voice of praise speaking to you as
you walk before God with an upright heart. When you have
learned to follow the Spirit, things will go well with you.
Never forsake the Lord or go on your own. Do not allow
condemnation to seize you and drive you to perform works to
remove your guilt. God does not lay heavy burdens on the
hearts of those whom He loves. This is the voice of the enemy
trying to destroy your walk with God.

The Lord will cleanse your ways if you seek Him with
all your heart. You will bless God when the Spirit has taught
you the ways of God, for the life of the Son is not a yoke of
bondage. God does not deal unkindly with broken reeds, nor
does He take the last breath from those who are crushed in
spirit. God gives generously to those who are His servants.
God gives life and does not take away what little you have.
God gives with great and heavenly abundance.

God will open your eyes to see a world you could
never have imagined, let alone created by your own power
and will. God has changed you from a stranger to His ways to
a friend. God will fill your soul with longing for His
judgments, for they are always just and true.
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Exploring the Scriptures

May 31th.

Job 22:21 Acquaint now thyself with him, and be at peace:
Thereby good shall come unto thee.

You will be very profitable to the Lord. God will take
great pleasure in the righteousness that will be born in you
through the Spirit. Through the wickedness that surrounds
you, God will make you honorable and mighty in the land.
Many snares will be set before your feet, but God will deliver
you from them all. Sudden fear will come upon you, but keep
your eyes on the Lord, and the danger will never come to pass.
Through the darkness you will see, and in the night you will
find the stars to guide you. God will speak to you in the dark
clouds, and in the thunderstorm you will hear His voice. You
shall see God's way and rejoice. God's counsel will never fail
you.

God will give you a substance that cannot be taken
away, a faith that the fire cannot consume. You will be like the
dust of the gold, like the stone of the brooks that remain from
generation to generation. God will be your defense. The Holy
One of Israel will guard you. You will delight in the Lord and
lift up your face to your God. The Almighty will decree, and it
shall be done. God will give what no man can take away.

When you are cast down, you will say, "This is my
exaltation. My God will surely save me.

Your complaint will no longer be heavy, nor will you
groan under the burden of your pain. You will find the Lord,
and God will come near you to sit at your side. God will direct
your ways and guide your steps. You will not fall or falter
until you come home to dwell with the Lord forever.
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A 365 Day Devotional

June 1st,

Isaiah 42:6 I, Jehovah, have called thee in righteousness, and
will hold thy hand, and will keep thee, and give thee for a covenant of
the people, for a light of the Gentiles.

The Lord will uphold His servant and has great joy in
Him. Those on whom God has placed the Spirit will bring
judgment to the earth. They will call out the good and rebuke
the evil. They are not people who cry in the streets or draw
attention to themselves. They do not exalt themselves or place
themselves above those around them. They do not bruise what
is broken, nor do they extinguish the struggling souls around
them. They go about doing God's will. They will not fail or be
discouraged until they have seen the right things begin to
grow around them. The very earth longs and groans for God's
servants to pass by and touch its face. Their voice is sought by
all the creatures God has made. They love the works of God's
hands and do not harm those who love the Lord.

God the Lord has called all to such righteousness. God
will never let such a man or woman fall, for they love the Lord
and His ways more than life itself. God will give them the
power to open the eyes of the blind, to free prisoners from the
dungeons of the earth and from the dark prisons that man has
made for those he hates.

God the Lord has done this because it is His glory.
God's glory is not shared with anyone else, nor does God
appreciate it when the people of the earth praise the works of
their own hands. God has told you, and God is telling you
again. He will make all things new. Sing to the Lord a new
song, and let the praise of God's name go forth to the ends of
the earth. Let the desert and the cities rejoice, for God has sent
you, His servant, to live among them. Let them shout for joy
from the highest mountaintops.
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Exploring the Scriptures

June 2nd,

Matthew 6:12 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors.

God wants your heart to be in a constant state of
readiness to receive the seed of His Word. Forgiveness is one
of the actions you can take to keep your heart ready. In a
world of sin and pain, you must always be ready to forgive,
just as God is always forgiving you. You are not asked to
forget what was done to you. That will come later, but you
must release the pain you feel and the desire to seek revenge.
When you forgive, you no longer hold the offender in debt to
you. You no longer consider it necessary for them to pay you
before you can move on with a full and fruitful life - a life as
full and fruitful as it was before the injury was inflicted.

There are times when you can confront the wrong
done to you face to face with the offending party, but not
always. Trust the Lord to lead you. Do nothing outside of the
peace that the Spirit will give you. Be honest, but be careful of
the words you speak. Once said, they can never be unsaid, and
they stand as a record between you and your neighbor. What
was done to you was wrong and it hurt you, but you must still
let it go. That is the heart of forgiveness.

There is a day coming when all things will be made
right in eternity. God is asking you to begin the process now.
To do otherwise is to say that some things can never be made
right. Release others from their debts, and then the vast riches
of God's world will become available to you. In forgiveness,
you stop looking to people to pay your bills and turn to God
and His abundance. God's riches can make your life much
more fruitful than if your neighbors paid all their debts. When
you walk in forgiveness, you walk in faith, great faith, which
is very pleasing to the Lord.
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A 365 Day Devotional

June 34,

Matthew 24:6 And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of
wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all these things must come to
pass, but the end is not yet.

If you want to go far in your relationship with God, be
aware that God desires your safety. Your spirit needs to be
safe with the Lord. Even in the midst of trouble or the turmoil
of circumstances around you, insecurity and fear are not
something that God uses to accomplish His purposes. You
may well experience these feelings in our world, but do not
welcome them as friends. Insecurity in your life only benefits
the enemy, which is why he deals in fear and torment.

The enemy knows that when you are troubled, you
begin to look for a savior. He knows that in your distress you
cannot think clearly and are easily deceived by his false
prophets of doom. Do not act when you are troubled because
it is not safe. First become secure, settled, and confident in the
Lord your God, and then think about what to do.

Few things produce more false prophets than tragedy.
They utter their cries of doom and gloom. This is the work of
the enemy to counteract God's efforts to bring security into
your life. Fear of your circumstances is not a necessary
emotion for God to work.

Be confident in the Lord. Be secure in the promise that
the Son will soon return to our world and set all things right.
When that day comes, no one will have to tell you that it has
come. As the lightning flashes from east to west, so will the
Son come, and all will see Him.
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Exploring the Scriptures

June 4th,

John 1:14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among
us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the
Father,) full of grace and truth.

God gives you much grace. The life of the Son
surrounds you with truth and grace. This is in contrast to the
life of our world. Ever since Adam and Eve fell in the garden,
people have been anything but graceful. They stumble in their
relationships, in their use of time or money, and through most
of the years of their lives. In war, in peace, in plenty and in
want, humanity has a disgraceful record.

The Son lived among us, and in his thirty-three years
he never stumbled or fell. He was truly full of grace. When
Nicodemus came to Him in secret to ask questions, it was late
at night. How many of you could have been roused from a
sound sleep and carried on a coherent conversation? Yet the
Son did not tell Nicodemus to come back the next morning.
Christ went on to tell the man great and profound things.
How a man must be born again before he can enter the
kingdom of heaven.

The Son faced the hard things in our world. He drank
the cup of suffering in the garden. There are no theories with
God, only reality. The Son had to fully feel what you feel so
that God could serve you and help you.

This is God's promise to you. You will be given the
very nature of the Son. This is grace. When you fall, you can
lift your face to heaven in the midst of your shame, knowing
that the Son felt the same, and receive the grace of Christ.
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A 365 Day Devotional

June 5th,

Mark 4:19 And the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness
of riches, and the lusts of other things entering in, choke the word,
and it becometh unfruitful.

Those who seek to prepare their hearts for God's work
must deal with the thorns in their lives. The good seed cannot
take root among the thorns because the nutrients and water
are sucked out of the soil.

Anything associated with our world can become a
thorn - your job, your family responsibilities, your ambitions,
your pursuits. Even a good thing, such as church work, can
become a thorn if it becomes all-consuming and all-absorbing,
robbing your spiritual life of necessary water and nutrients.
Many believe they are doing God's will, but their church
responsibilities have become thorns and worries that do not
allow anything else to develop properly.

A thorn bush grows bigger and messier than the plants
around it. Thorns in a field stand out sharply with angles and
uneven lines. You don't see a gradual weaving up and down
among the thorns, but a growth of sharp contrasts. On the
other hand, a field of wheat or an orchard of apple trees has an
even and smooth flow. You do not see one stalk of wheat
sticking up much higher than another. When the wheat is full
and normal, it flows evenly across the field. The same is true
of a well-tended orchard.

Where God's life truly reigns-in your calling, in your
work, and in your home-nothing will stick out like a thorn,
and everything will flow together as one. You must have the
courage to pluck the thorns.
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Exploring the Scriptures

June 6th,

1 John 3:9 Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin;
for his seed remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, because he is born
of God.

When you are born again by faith, your spirit is born of
God's world. This is the beginning of your spiritual walk as a
new creature made in the image of God. Your body and soul
have not yet experienced this level of rebirth, but they too will
one day be brought fully into God's life as part of the new
creation. The process of God's sanctification and holiness in
our world does not work on your spirit, but on your body and
soul. Your spirit is pure when it is reborn by the breath of
heaven.

Your daily struggle is to reach your body and soul with
God's communications. Your spirit already sees the face of
God. You must accept this reality in faith and act accordingly.
In this way, God is always present with you, even when you
cannot feel Him. Build up your confidence in the inner
promptings of the Spirit through your spirit. The old ways of
doing things, the old patterns of thinking, are well-worn ruts
in your path that need to be turned into new paths.

Your source of help is God's power expressed through
your new man. The new will become more effective in your
life as you learn to let go of your own ways of dealing with
problems. When you allow the temptations and trials of life to
enter you where they meet your spirit, there the power of the
new man can deal with them. It is the only part of you that has
been created in our time in righteousness and true holiness.

This is what I meant when the Son told you to die
daily. This means to die to the power of your flesh that wants
to deal with temptation on its own. It takes faith to die to the
flesh, but that should not surprise you. God has called you to
walk by faith.
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A 365 Day Devotional

June 7th,

1 Corinthains 13:3 And though I bestow all my goods to
feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, and have not
charity, it profiteth me nothing.

God's loved ones do not use terror as a weapon or a
tool to accomplish anything. This is the time and the season in
which you live. The destruction caused by men and women
devoted to their faith is the work of the enemy. God does not
permit the use of terror in the work of His kingdom. The
thoughts and actions of terrorists are not of the Lord. Their
self-denial, devotion, and commitment to their cause do not
come from God's teachings or from God's love.

Do not hate the prosperity of others. Do not allow joy
to enter your heart when the wealthy and the rich suffer
misfortune. Nor should you believe that God's judgment is
behind their troubles. Only men and women who trust in
material things and therefore hate to see others have earthly
prosperity would do such a thing.

Do not place hope in destruction as the correction of
perceived wrongs, even when righteous causes have suffered.
A terrorist does this. He has no hope of ever doing good or
seeing things get better. His only hope is to tear down what he
sees as wrong.

The Son did not walk in our world tearing down the
institutions and structures around him. By the power of the
Spirit, He went about doing good and healing all who were
oppressed by the enemy. The Son gave sight to the blind, hope
to the helpless, and the riches of the kingdom to the poor. Be
like Him. Build and do not tear down. Give more than you
take, and you will be called children of the Most High God.
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Exploring the Scriptures

June 8th,

1 Corinthains 13:13 And now abideth faith, hope, charity,
these three; but the greatest of these is charity.

Our history is filled with stories of what happens when
there is no love in religion. Righteous zeal has its place, but it
is often the result of being filled with religious ideas without
God's love. You will accomplish little if you believe in hating
people, even if your feelings are inspired by a righteous cause.
It is useless to seek God's righteousness if you do not have
God's love in your heart. You will be like the sound of a bell
that lasts only a moment. That is the value of your work if it is
motivated by hatred for others.

The Son warned us that our world would be so
gripped by religious zeal that they would kick others out of
their fellowship and even kill them, thinking they were doing
God a service. You must not physically participate in killing,
but you must not be one of those who seek to accomplish
things through hatred.

Many are motivated by hate because they have so little
faith in love. Love takes a long time to work. Look at the time
God took to redeem you and our world. God did not send the
Son to earth for a one-week mission. Like any other baby, He
spent nine months in His mother's womb. He spent many
years growing up as a boy and many more years working as a
carpenter. God took the time necessary because God loves
you. If God was only interested in power and destruction, God
could have developed a much faster plan.

In the end, the power of love is far greater than the
power of hate. To understand this is to move from the mind of
a child to that of a mature adult. We must become what God
is, a God of love and great compassion.

162



A 365 Day Devotional

June 9th,

John 13:35 By this shall all men know that ye are my
disciples, if ye have love one to another.

As it was in the beginning when God formed the vast
galaxies and rolled the stars into bands and clusters. What
God made reflected who God was. When the first birds sang
their morning songs amid the sigh of the wind in the trees,
they rejoiced in the unity of the Spirit. So sings the heart that
has been formed by God's hand. They become one with the
Lord and with one another.

While God's creation still bears witness to the unity of
the Spirit, mankind is lost in a world of chaos, wars, jealousies,
strife and discord. Men seek peace, but it eludes them at every
turn. Whole generations sometimes seek it wholeheartedly,
but it eludes them. Unity has been removed from the heart of
man, leaving a pain that no one can deny.

God has given His followers the ability to work
together toward order, not chaos. The mark of the true work of
the Spirit on earth is the restoration of unity. You may have
programs, outreaches, mission fields, baptisms, growth, and
blessings, but none will ever fill the void in our hearts if there
is no unity. When you fight and push and shove, the world
knows that something is wrong with your love for God.

The result of God's unity is the ability to accomplish
things that last. So much of our world is made up of man-
made actions and empires that quickly pass away. Unity is
more than just being of one mind on an issue. Unity is for
different and very different minds to be able to work together.
Unity is a great gift given only by the Spirit. If you can find
God's unity, you will find God's power.
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Exploring the Scriptures

June 10th,

Mark 10:51 And Jesus answered and said unto him, What
wilt thou that I should do unto thee? The blind man said unto him,
Lord, that I might receive my sight.

When the Son walked on our earth, He asked a blind
man a question that seems very strange to our world. Jesus
asked, "What do you want from me?"

The Son knew what the man wanted, but Christ also
revealed His heart of service. God wants you to be involved in
the process of being healed or helped or whatever need you
may have. For this to happen, you must be open with God
about your need. A servant's heart is not like the heart of
many of the religious people who surrounded the Son, nor is it
like the heart of many of the religious people who surround
you. Christ had a servant's heart and a concern for people. The
religious usually make assumptions and peddle ready-made
solutions that, even if accepted, do not meet the needs of
humanity.

So much of the practice of religion is about the
pressure to perform. Little is about what benefits people. The
Son had no personal compulsion to give sight to the blind
man. He had no need to look good in our eyes because Christ
was humble as God is humble. If the blind man had asked for
forgiveness of his sins instead of sight for his eyes, the Son
would have responded accordingly. There is no need for God
to display His power, unlike the religionists of our world who
seek position and recognition.

Our world is filled with the cries of people in need. Are
you willing to stop with God and listen? You can be the hands
and feet of heaven as you humble yourself and put aside your
opinion of what the person's needs should be. Open your ears
and heart and ask often, "What do you want from me?"
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A 365 Day Devotional

June 11th,

Galatians 4:22 For it is written, that Abraham had two
Sons, the one by a bondmaid, the other by a freewoman.

God's Word can be like a plow that turns a farmer's
field upside down. All the soil is torn up and every weed or
grass is turned over. This is the experience of all God's
children whose hearts are plowed by God's Word. This is the
soil from which heavenly things can grow. God is the Lord
God, and you should not be surprised when His Word has a
disruptive effect on your mind and heart.

Do not go by appearances. God's servant Abraham had
a wife to whom He made a great and mighty promise. She
would bear a son whose descendants would be like the stars of
the heavens. Years passed and this son was not born, so
Abraham took another wife who quickly bore him a son. This
wife gave birth not by God's word, but by her own thinking
about how to fulfill God's promise. The result was chaos and
much trouble for them when Ishmael was born.

In the same way, you could quickly fill the fields of
your heart with weeds that will grow all by themselves if you
let them, while another man whose field has experienced the
upheaval of God's Word sits barren and empty. Good seed
takes time to grow. Do your part and God will do what He
said He would do.

God calls His people to a walk of faith. Forcing things
to grow will only produce weeds. Your faith will be tested,
just as the faith of God's servants Abraham and Sarah was
tested. There are times of barrenness when your fields will be
empty. Do not despair or take things into your own hands.
You have the power to make things grow on your own, but
only God has the power to make things grow that will last for
eternity.
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Exploring the Scriptures

June 12th,

John 3:3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I
say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the
kingdom of God.

When the ground of your heart is broken by God's
word, the righteousness of the new man can grow. This new
man is your renewed spirit, literally raised from the dead. Do
not expect to see this new man with your natural eyes, but he
is nonetheless very real. With his birth within you, all things
have become new in potentiality. God is calling your soul and
body new even before they are fully brought into the new life
that God will share with you.

The greatest sin of religion is not to be religious. Every
human culture since the beginning of time has sought some
form of worship of the Divine. They have done so because
God has planted the desire for the eternal in the heart of all
mankind. The greatest sin of religion is to teach men and
women how to live without God.

God tells you what the Son told Nicodemus: "A new
spiritual life of God must be born in your heart.

You cannot begin your journey back to God with any
kind of effectiveness until this birth has occurred. Otherwise,
you are simply trying to perform by your own efforts, which is
not what God desires. The source is the problem. The well you
are drawing from without the new birth is a polluted well.
Your efforts may be very sincere. Your motives may be pure in
your own eyes, but they are corrupt in the eyes of God. God
grants access to the eternal only to that which has begun in the
eternal. God does not give you the power to accomplish in
your own strength, but God does a much greater work. God
creates you anew with a birth that changes everything.
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A 365 Day Devotional

June 13th,

Matthew 28:18 And Jesus came and spake unto them,
saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.

God has ordained structures of authority to rule in our
world, whether in government, in the home, or in the church.
Yet these positions can easily become weeds that dominate the
seed of God's Word sown in the hearts of men and women.
God does not ask you to rebel against these authorities, but
there is a difference between submission to them and
submission to their rule. The latter hinders spiritual growth.
The lordship of the Son is always your first concern.

Submission to the Son gives you life. He is the only
righteous and just judge in whom no iniquity is found. If you
are the ruler, God will teach you how to judge righteously
without dominating people. If you serve under the ruler,
respect for him, even if he dominates you, will promote your
own growth away from such a tendency. Do not think that
you can do this alone. Only God can give you the power to
live righteously in our world.

God judges the heart. Where God makes His judgment
is in how you deal with the hurts that are given to you. This is
your first experience of power. If you have been wronged, this
gives you the right to make a claim against the wrongdoer.
This is true in heaven as well as on earth. Injury equals the
right to complain. God's question to you when you are hurt is
this. How will you use this power? Will you show the abuser
the understanding and compassion that was not shown to
you? Will you be kind and just as the Son was kind and just to
his tormentors? If you cannot do this, God has little confidence
that you will use power properly once you are in a position of
authority.
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Exploring the Scriptures

June 14th,

Isaiah 65:10 And Sharon shall be a fold of flocks, and the
valley of Achor a place for the herds to lie down in, for my people that
have sought me.

Those who have sought God are like flocks that feed in
the valley and lie down on the hillsides in peace. They have
found the words of life to meet their needs and are satisfied.
For when they find God, they also find direction for their lives.
God will provide excellent counselors who will lead those in
need to the waters of the Spirit. The Lord is the God who is
found even by many who have not thought to seek Him. God
stretches out His hands in welcome to those who walk away
from the Lord, even to those who are lost in their own
thoughts.

God will open the door of His house to you. God will
lead you to the heights of His holy mountain. God will
prepare a table of plenty at your feet. God will provide the
drink of nourishment so that you will not lack. God will take
you away from the danger, from the sword and from those
who hate you. You will no longer bow down to the slayer or to
those who would do you harm. For when God called, you
answered; when God spoke, you listened. When God
commanded, you were glad to obey His commandments.

Therefore God the Lord has spoken, and He will not
repent. You shall eat of the fat of the land. You shall hunger no
more. You shall have water to quench your thirst. You shall
rejoice and suffer shame no more. Behold, the servants of God,
those who have loved the Lord, shall sing with joy in their
hearts. They will shout for joy. God will write His name on
their foreheads and His love on their hearts. This is what God
has sworn, and this is what God will surely do.
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A 365 Day Devotional

June 15th,

Psalms 55:14 We took sweet counsel together, and walked
unto the house of God in company.

Lift up your voice to the Lord, for He will listen to your
cry. God will not hide Himself from your prayer. Attend to the
Lord, and He will surely come near to you. God will consider
the voice of your complaint. God will consider your troubled
heart. God will stand by you in the terror of the night, in fear
and trembling. The terror of the wicked shall not overwhelm
you. Though he draws near to torment you, God will be your
shield and your strong tower of defense.

God will give you wings like a dove, and you will fly
away and be at rest. Though you wander far and dwell in the
wilderness, you will surely escape the windy storm and the
wild tempest. If an enemy had reproached you, your heart
could have borne the pain. If those who are far away had
marched against your soul, you could have withstood them,
but your friend betrayed you. He who walked in your counsel.
The one who was with you when trouble came. The one who
thought your thoughts with you. The one who held your hand
and promised never to let go.

For this sorrow and for this anguish you have lifted up
your voice to God, morning and evening and at noon. You
have cried and wept aloud, and God has heard your voice.
The Lord will deliver your soul in peace from the battle, for
God knows the many who have come against you. Even those
whom you have loved.

God the Lord will hear, and He will turn away those
who afflict you, even those of old who were dear to your
heart. God has stretched out His hand and brought you His
peace and His covenant that shall never be broken. God has
spoken, and the words of His mouth shall never be broken.
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Exploring the Scriptures

June 16,

Galatians 4:27 For it is written, Rejoice, thou barren that
bearest not; break forth and cry, thou that travailest not: for the
desolate hath many more children than she which hath an husband.

The Lord has commanded, and it shall be done.
Enlarge the place where you pitch your tent. Do not draw in
the boundaries of your dwelling. Extend the poles of your tent
and buy more curtains to enlarge the walls of your dwelling.
For God has said, and God has truly promised, that you shall
go forth on the right hand and on the left. Your children shall
be many, and your house shall be full. You will fill the waste
places where there is no habitation. You will live and you will
not die.

Fear no longer. Do not think that your shame will last
forever. Your barrenness shall come to an end, and the place of
your emptiness shall be filled. You will forget the shame of
your youth. You will no longer remember the shame of your
barrenness, when no man sought your hand in marriage.
When there was no suitor at your door. You spent the long
hours in silence, waiting and longing. You were like a young
woman rejected, whose beauty was spurned for another love.

The Lord God of Heaven will become your husband.
God will take you as His wife. The Lord of hosts is His name.
The Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel. He will call to you
when others have forsaken you and left you grieving in spirit.
For a little while you will know the sting of rejection. For a
little while you will walk alone, but with great loving kindness
God will seek you out. God will gather you into the arms of
mercy. God will not hide His face from you. You will be
established in righteousness, and you will be removed far
from oppression.
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A 365 Day Devotional

June 17,

1 Corinthains 1:21 For after that in the wisdom of God the
world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of
preaching to save them that believe.

God has given you in Christ a great gospel,
unparalleled on our earth. It's power is unlimited, its glory
unimpeachable. The gospel of the Lord contains all the grace
needed to save every person's soul from the depths of sin
contained in our world.

God did not present the Son in the patterns that our
world uses, with beautiful paper tied with a bow. Rather, God
wrapped His gift in swaddling clothes and placed the Son in a
manager. God did this because He is of a lowly heart and
humble spirit. God wants to bring you into everlasting joy and
give you the life that He has. God chose the lowly stable of an
ox and the least of the cities of Judea to raise the Son because
the gift He brings is so great. The glory and power could not
be compared to anything on earth. God's gift is so mighty that
it was useless to compare it to that of an earthly king. It was
useless to compare it with the power and glory of the
kingdoms of our world. To compare it would have been to
diminish the power of God's gift. Therefore, God wrapped His
treasure in weakness and frailty. The swaddling clothes were
the most appropriate wrapping that God could find.

The gospel can reach the lowest level that any sinner
has gone or will go. Its power stands alone and turns our
notions of strength and weakness upside down. Do not let the
gospel slip through our fingers because it comes clothed in
weakness. Believe in the Lord and reach out to the Son for a
grant of His power in your life.
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Exploring the Scriptures

June 18th,

Romans 5:8 But God commendeth his love toward us, in
that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

God offers you a hope that will not shame you through
failure. God offered you His love, not when you had turned
your face to God or cleaned up your life, but when you were
far from the Lord. You were a spiritual creature without
strength when the Son died for you. There was nothing in you
that would have given you the ability to find God if He had
chosen to hide from us. There was no work you could have
done to impress God enough to draw Him near. There was no
sacrifice our world could have given us to attract God's favor.
We were in a hopeless and utterly lost condition.

God chose to love us because God is love, and the Son
is like the Father. They brought us justification through the
blood shed on Calvary. This is the only cleansing available
from the terrible stain of sin, and the blood of Christ is ours if
we believe in the Son and are willing to accept the cleansing
He offers. Otherwise, there is no protection from the final
cleansing of sin that God will perform on the last day of the
world. This is a cleansing by fire, not by blood.

Sin entered our world through one man, Adam, in the
Garden of Eden. By his actions, Adam brought the experience
of death to the entire human race. In the same way;, life has
entered our world again through the gift of righteousness
brought by Jesus Christ. Adam brought death to us, but the
Son brought life. This is what God has done for you while you
were not even looking for him. Now that you have turned to
God, do not look away from the Son, for there is no life in any
other name that has been given in heaven or on earth.
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A 365 Day Devotional

June 19th,

Matthew 7:13 Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the
gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many
there be which go in thereat.

When a farmer in our world plows a field, the
furrows fall back one by one, no matter what size plow he
uses. Even with a three- or four-furrow plow, the furrows are
narrow and are made one row at a time. There, with his plow
in the field, the farmer feels the same limitations that you feel
in your spiritual life with the acres yet to be plowed. Yet each
blade cuts one at a time. There is no way to avoid the
limitations of plowing.

Likewise, the Son is the only way into the life of God.
This limitation is in no way a reflection on the definition of
life. The life God offers is unlimited and unfathomable to
human reason. God's intention is to free you to enter a world
without limits. You will find life only in God. This is the
reason for the narrowness of the passage into life. Nothing
from our world can enter heaven except through death. You
must give everything to God and hold nothing back.

Do not spend your time and effort in adding talents,
works, callings, methods and training. Let go of your high
opinion of yourself, your desire for position among men, and
your many works of righteousness done to impress men. Your
work is to believe in the Son and surrender your life to Him.
This means losing everything else. This will not lead to an
empty world or a hostile wilderness, but to an overflowing
abundance that will truly be yours. You will be what God
intended you to be, completely and utterly free.
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Exploring the Scriptures

June 20th,

Matthew 6:6 But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy
closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is
in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee
openly.

Ask God for rain to fall on your spiritual life, for water
to quench your thirst, and for wisdom to find your way. God
has designed you to ask Him. Therefore, when you start
displaying your requests for others to see, God stops
answering your prayers. If you want our world to see your
prayers, then they should be able to answer your prayers.
However, they can never give you what God can give you.

Ask the Lord and expect an answer. God may say no,
but that does not mean that God is not listening. God knows
what is best for you in the future. God knows your heart
because God has studied you and understands you. God
knows how you struggle to find the faith to talk to God
privately. God knows how much you want your prayers
answered. Praying in secret is a burden that God wants His
children to carry. There is something about working at the
mercy of the weather that stirs the spirit of a farmer to
worship the Lord. A child who approaches his parents with a
need does not know if the parent will respond according to the
child's desires.

Approach God as you would your father, with the full
assurance that He has an abundance to give and is totally
committed to your success. God will give you what is best for
you, and God will never withhold anything good from you.

Effective prayer is prayer made in secret under an open
heaven. Such a supplicant has his face turned to God alone,
the only source of eternal life. Ask God in the midst of your
need and long before you know how God will answer.
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A 365 Day Devotional

June 21st,
John 18:38 Pilate saith unto him, What is truth?

When Pilate said these words to Christ, he was not just
asking a question. Pilate was also making a statement. The
governor believed what many in our world believe. That there
is no truth. That there is no way to know the truth. But God
has both established the truth and set before you a way to find
the truth. That way begins with God's creation. What God
created is not the end of the journey, but rather the beginning.

What God made is true. The way God made things is
the truth. The order God has established in creation is the
truth. That is where you must begin, and the degree to which
you tamper with God's creation is the degree to which you
will drive yourself into confusion. Politicians are notorious for
seeking their own ends and betraying everyone, even their
own friends, in the pursuit of power. But politicians are not
the only ones who abuse and misuse God's creation. You
cannot violate what God has already said and expect to arrive
at the ultimate revelation of truth, which is the Son.

God's truth does not hide in the shadows, but walks in
the light. What God has made is there for all to see, even men
and women who live in the most remote part of our world can
go outside and see God's handiwork in the skies above them.
The doorway to truth is open to all mankind without
discrimination.

Adjust your decisions and actions to follow the path
that God has laid out. Do not fear the light. Walk in the light,
for God is light. Do your deeds in the sight of all men, for if
they do not violate the order of God's creation, you have no
need of shame.
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Exploring the Scriptures

June 22nd,

Galatians 2:16 Knowing that a man is not justified by the
works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ.

The way home to God is the way of faith. You must
believe before you can do anything that pleases God. You
must believe in the works that God has done, beginning with
His creation and ending with the Son. God made the worlds
and provided salvation for you through the Son. Believing in
what God has done will not give you the special feeling you
get when you set out to create your own works on which to
pin your hopes. God knows this and still says that you must
believe in the Son. This is God's order. How you feel about it
really does not matter. The Lord is God, and He knows where
He is going. God is going to a place that is the best place He
can take you. That place cannot be reached by doing what
makes you feel special. God's love is enough for your
insecurities. Your own works will never satisfy your longing
for acceptance.

God knows your imperfections and your inadequacies.
God knows this much better than you do, yet God has shown
you the way home. God loved you before you began your
journey. God's love will sustain you on your journey. God's
love has the power to bring you home to Him because God's
love never fails or falters. There is only one thing that will stop
your progress. That is your lack of faith in the Lord and His
willingness and ability to help you complete your journey. If
you will believe, there is no power in life or death that can
take you out of God's hands.

There is a confidence that your own works neither
deserve nor can inspire. Do not trust them, but trust the Lord.
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A 365 Day Devotional

June 234,

John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God.

The Lord is God; therefore, He is engaged in thinking.
God is the source of the divine reason that formed the worlds
and your innermost parts while you were still living in your
mother's womb. God is the reason for your existence, and God
has ordained your end according to reason. God has a purpose
for you. You are not the product of random atoms colliding
and producing your life. You were created with purpose and
much thought.

God has surrounded you with the result of His
thoughts. When our world was in darkness and without form,
God spoke His thoughts into the void. There was light,
exploding light, brilliant, hot and intense, but good. God
divided the light into day and night according to His thoughts.
God continued to create until the earth was filled with every
kind of creature that God placed under Adam's care. From the
dust of the ground, God brought forth mankind according to
His thought. All that God thought and created from His
thoughts was very good.

That ancient enemy found his way into the garden and
deceived Eve into disobeying God's plan. This disobedience
resulted in hatred, murder, lying, cheating, fornication,
adultery, idolatry, and all sorts of things that go against God's
mind. But the enemy's success did not stop God's mind. God
had prepared for this possibility from the beginning. God was
not caught without a deeper plan.

The Son is the end and perfection of God's mind. Since
the foundations of the world were laid, God had decided to
bring you into His life. God's thoughts lead only to the best
and the good. This is the honor that God has offered to all
mankind. You can enter a new world created just for you.
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Exploring the Scriptures

June 24th,

Isaiah 58:3 Wherefore have we fasted, say they, and thou
seest not? wherefore have we afflicted our soul, and thou takest no
knowledge?

Why do you think God would enjoy the sight of a man
or woman bowing down to Him like a bush bent in the wind?
Do you think God likes sackcloth and ashes? What kind of
God do you think He is?

God will tell you what kind of God He is. The kind of
fasting God wants is to see men and women leave their own
thoughts and return to His. God's thoughts lead to a world
where the heavy burdens of guilt and general malaise are
lifted. God sets the oppressed free and breaks every yoke of
bondage. God gives bread to the hungry and brings the poor
who have been cast out into the streets into his house. God
sees the naked and clothes them. God does not hide himself
from those who believe in him.

God causes light to break forth like the morning sun.
God causes health to spring up in our bodies and souls with
great energy. God's thoughts cause the formation of a
righteous life that will go before you as a light to all
generations. God will cause His glory to shine upon those who
believe in Him. If you live as God lives, you will no longer call
and find no answer. The Lord God will answer you. You will
no longer weep and have no one to see your tears. God, the
Lord God, will dry your tears. God will draw near and speak
to you and say, "Here I am.”

This is the world that God has asked you to enter.
Leave our world where there is the constant pointing of the
finger of blame and the heavy yoke that rests on your soul.
Come to the Lord, where you will no longer think thoughts
without a way to carry them out.
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A 365 Day Devotional

June 25th,

Zephaniah 3:14 Sing, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel;
be glad and rejoice with all the heart, O daughter of Jerusalem.

Wait on the Lord. Leave the nations in God's hands,
and those who oppose you to the Lord's discretion. For the
Lord is the God who deals with mercy and compassion even
with those who hate you. God's will is to bring everyone
under His care, to make everyone speak one language, a pure
language that is not learned in our world.

When you see the end of God's purposes, you will not
be ashamed of Him. For God will remove even your
transgression from you. Your pride and your arrogance will
have no place on God's holy mountain. God will call you His
own. As God has sought others, so the Lord will seek you.
Those who belong to God will no longer do evil deeds or
speak lies. There shall not be found among you a tongue that
turns against its neighbor. They will all lie down in the green
pastures and will no longer fear.

God will take away the accusation that others have
made against you. The Lord will turn your enemy into your
friend. You will see no more evil all the days of your life. In
that day God will speak to you and say, "Be strong and of
good courage. Sit down and rest, for I will guard your house.
Arm your hands no longer with the sword, for I am in your
midst."

God will gather all the afflicted. He will remove
affliction and oppression. He will save the soul that stumbles
and strengthen the hands that are fallen. From where the wind
has driven you, God will bring you home. God will cause
praise and worship to flow from the mouth of the mourner.
God the Lord will do this and much more.
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Exploring the Scriptures

June 26,

Zephaniah 2:1 Gather yourselves together, yea, gather
together, O nation not desired.

Let all the meek of the earth seek the Lord. Let them
seek righteousness and justice for the broken. Let them seek
God before the day passes them by like the chaff blown by the
wind. Let them humble themselves before the will of the
enemy is upon them. A will that is cruel, hard, and without
mercy. Woe to you who seek to walk without the Lord, for in
the day of trouble you will have no protection from the wrath
that the enemy pours out. A wrath that stirs in his heart
forever and knows no repentance.

The enemy hates goodness and destroys the righteous
from the earth. He does not withhold his hand from the child
or the meek. He walks on the seashore and in the desolate
places of your world. He is a destroyer and builds nothing
good. His heart is far from the Lord and far from those who
seek mercy and grace.

He roars like a lion hungry for prey. His dwelling place
is everlasting desolation. He leaves salt pits wherever he finds
fertile valleys and green fields. He does not lie down to rest.
His hunger is never satisfied. He brings shame to many and
ruin to the fallen of our world. He exalts himself in pride. He
takes no reproach to heart. He exalts himself against the
humble and lowly of heart.

God's hand will be terrible against him on the day of
judgment. God will destroy all the gods of the earth who walk
with him. The Lord will stretch out His hand to the north and
to the south to put an end to the reign of the enemy. God will
not rest until His people lie down in safety and find comfort
for their souls.
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A 365 Day Devotional

June 27th,

Luke 1:35 And the angel answered and said unto her, The
Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall

overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of
thee shall be called the Son of God.

God found great favor in a young woman named
Mary. God chose to give birth to the human form of the Son
through her. God did this by sending the Spirit to overshadow
Mary and to conceive in her a child whose father was God.
This is a non-negotiable matter with the Almighty. The Son
was with the Father in the Spirit from the beginning. God
created the worlds through the Son by speaking the words
that brought into being time, space, and all matter. The Son
perfectly reflects the Father, for the Son came from the Father,
both in spirit and in body. Both are divine because He is the
Son.

This issue of matter being brought into the Deity is a
great point of contention with the enemy. He knows that God
intends to redeem matter and bring matter into eternity to
replace the enemy. If God had chosen some great and glorious
spiritual being to fill the void left in heaven by the enemy, his
pride would not have been so severely wounded. Instead, God
chose to bring humanity, made from the mud of the ground,
to stand where the enemy once stood. The redeemed of the
earth will not only stand where the enemy once stood, they
will be brought even closer to sit at the table around God's
throne and eat with the Son and the Father.

God loves matter. God loved the young woman Mary.
God did not lie with her as men of the earth lie with their
wives, for God is not a man. The Spirit conceived in Mary's
womb, using what women of the earth give to their offspring,
to form the Son. God is humble in spirit and lowly in
understanding. God does not exalt himself above his creation.
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Exploring the Scriptures

June 28th,

Psalms 102:25 Of old hast thou laid the foundation of the
earth: and the heavens are the work of thy hands.

God took great delight in His creation. God spent an
immense amount of time and thought in creating the worlds
and human beings. They are dear to His heart. God created
them with passion and maintains them with the desire of His
will. God laid the foundations of the worlds, and the heavens
are the work of His hands. They will perish and grow old like
a garment, but not because God does not love them. God will
put an end to them only to rebuild them when the crowning
glory of God's creation, mankind, is redeemed. The next time
around, God will establish the worlds without decay and
suffering written into their DNA.

God will make all matter new, just as God made the
body of the Son new by raising Him from the grave. God
protected Him from the decay contained in His body while He
was in the tomb because decay was never in God's final plans.
God allowed suffering because it was the only way to
accomplish God's ultimate goal of bringing matter into eternal
life. The Son now has a body made of the dust of the ground
that lives forever. This is the opportunity that God offers to
everyone when He asks them to believe in Him. God plans to
save not only their spirits, but also their bodies. God will bring
their earthly dwelling completely into the next world that God
will create after this world is gone.

God is eternal. God exists and will never die. This is
God's promise to those who believe in Him. The Lord will give
you eternal life. A life that reaches even the body made of the
dirt and muck of the earth.
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A 365 Day Devotional

June 29th,

Matthew 6:30 Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the
field, which today is, and tomorrow is cast into the oven, shall he not
much more clothe you, O ye of little faith?

God thinks a lot about you. God put an immense
amount of thought into forming you in the first place. There
are so many ways God could have chosen to bring your body
and personality into being. God chose the ones He thought
were best. God's thoughts are not random thoughts that He
later regrets. God chose you for a reason and for a purpose
that is still ongoing.

God thinks about your life and the choices you make.
When you make wrong choices, God thinks about how to
bring it to your attention and how to get you back on the right
path. God thinks about your need for food and drink and
eternal life. God thinks about the clothes you need to cover
your body. Decent clothing and clothing that protects you
from the elements. God thinks of your need for shelter. God
thinks about your housing and your need to be satisfied with
what is provided for you. God even numbers the hairs on your
head. That is the level of God's thought for you.

Why is God thinking about you, you ask? Because God
has an eternal plan for you. God plans to bring you home to
live with Him in heaven, and not only to live there, but to
participate in the plans that the Son and the Father have for
eternity. To build your faith, God has surrounded you with
His creation. Things like the flowers that grow by themselves
by the side of the road. Stop and look at how beautiful they
are. Look at the intricacy of their design, how lovely they
smell, how they sparkle in the sunshine. Tomorrow they will
be gone, but today they are there and worthy of God's great
thought and interest. Why should God not think much more
of you, a being for whom God has an eternal purpose.
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Exploring the Scriptures

June 30th,

Psalms 27:14 Wait on the LORD: be of good courage, and
he shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the LORD.

God will deliver you from the thoughts of the enemy.
The enemy rises early to seek your harm. He plots and
schemes to destroy you and cause you to stumble.

Your mother and father will not always have you in
their thoughts, but God will. God will do what is best for you.
God will take you by the hand and lead you to green pastures.
God will restore to you what has been lost. God will do this in
a time that is best for you. Do not think that your thoughts can
bring this about or that you know when the time is. God sees
all things, and God sees the way ahead. God has fully
searched your heart to understand the secrets of your
thoughts. God will do what is best for you, and He will deliver
you from the hands of the enemy.

Make God your light and trust in the Lord for your
salvation. Lift up your eyes to the hills and say aloud, "The
Lord will come from on high to save me. Though He waits
long, He will surely come."

God does not hide His face to harm you. God does not
cover Himself with thick clouds to confuse you. If God were to
show Himself fully to you while you are in the body, you
would not survive. That which God so highly values, your
faith, would not be nourished or given life. Choose the Lord
and choose to trust Him. In the rain and in the storm. In the
good times and the bad. You are never out of God's thoughts,
and God hears your every cry.

Take joy, even great joy, in knowing that God has not
forgotten you. Dwell in that faith and comfort. Build your life
around the Lord.
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A 365 Day Devotional

July 1st.

Hebrews 10:10 By the which will we are sanctified through
the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.

It was God who sent the Son into our world to save our
world. Christ shared the Father's love and heart, but the plan
and passion came from the Father. God's will to save all who
would believe in the Son is what drove the Son's willingness
to suffer on the cross for the joy that was set before Him. God's
desire to share eternal life with mankind and to spend eternity
with the redeemed came to fruition with the complete defeat
of the enemy on Calvary.

Those who believe can now be completely cleansed
from any hold the enemy has over them. They can be washed
clean of every evil and vile desire placed in them by the one
who sought to destroy them. They are no longer slaves, but
can be called children of the Most High God.

God gave the people of Israel laws and instructions
about sacrificing animals to cover their sins. These were a
shadow of what was to come when the blood of the Son would
no longer cover sin but cleanse it. The Lord is not a God who
needs to hide sin in order to rid our world of sin. The Lord is a
God who now has the power to wash away the sins of our
world. Every corrupt habit and every twisted way the enemy
has invented can now be undone and the believer's feet set on
a straight path.

Christ shed His own blood, not the blood of bulls and
goats that died on Jewish altars. His blood was royal blood,
with God's divinity flowing in His veins. This is the blood that
sanctifies all sin.
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Exploring the Scriptures

July 2nd,

Genesis 17:1 And when Abram was ninety years old and
nine, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said unto him, I am the
Almighty God; walk before me, and be thou perfect.

The burden of the perfection that God requires is not
on you, but on the blood of the Son to cleanse all sins. Walking
with God with faith in your heart gives you access to the
blood. This will take you on a journey that will end in
perfection of body, soul, and spirit. This perfection will begin
to appear as each level of maturity is manifested in your life.
Children are perfect children and are expected to perform at
their grade level. They read and ride bicycles at the
appropriate age. Your life with God will be no different.

Start with God as a child. Just as a child knows he has
a lot of growing up to do, he is not too smug to practice simple
obedience. God expects obedience in your walk with Him.
This is not obedience that will produce perfection in you. Do
not think that this or condemnation will quickly overwhelm
you or bring pride into your heart. Obedience is taking God's
hand. God will do the work of perfection in your heart and
body in the end.

God will fulfill His promise of final complete
perfection. God asks you to believe this and trust Him. Simply
obey God in the things He has clearly shown you, not in the
things you imagine God wants you to do. Never think that
you can achieve perfection by yourself or on your own. You
have been made a partaker of God's righteousness, which can
only be obtained by faith.

The Son and the Father are committed to the end. Walk
with God, believe in the Son, and never let go of God's hand.
Nothing can cause God to let go of your hand until you have
become perfect, even as God is perfect.
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A 365 Day Devotional

July 3,

Romans 8:18 For I reckon that the sufferings of this present
time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be
revealed in us.

You are no longer indebted to the enemy for anything.
God has paid the full price for your salvation with the blood of
the Son. All the suffering that Calvary cost God and all the
suffering that our world has gone through and continues to go
through will be worth the final revelation of the sons and
daughters born of the Spirit. Our world groans as you groan
under the weight of decay and corruption. That was part of
the price God paid. God knew it was necessary to allow
suffering. Without suffering, the enemy could not be defeated.
Suffering was a choice God made, and creating a world of
decay and corruption was also God's choice. God did not
make this choice lightly or without great deliberation. From
the beginning, when God first considered the consequences of
creation, He knew what would be necessary and the price that
would have to be paid.

God has expressed regret for allowing the enemy to
create the evil and wickedness with which he fills our world.
But God allowed this to happen by giving creation the
freedom He possesses. The enemy has used that freedom to
invent evil, and the horror of his choices has made God wish
He had never created. What God never questioned was His
creation of suffering. God knew that suffering would be the
vehicle of redemption, and He knew that the Son would
participate fully in that suffering. God never regretted this, nor
did the Son hold back from the full weight of the horror of
Calvary.

God did this because the glory to come can never be
compared to the price that suffering has cost God or us.
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Exploring the Scriptures

July 4th,

2 Samuel 14:14 For we must needs die, and are as water
spilt on the ground, which cannot be gathered up again; neither doth
God respect any person: yet doth he devise means, that his banished
be not expelled from him.

God wants you to be close to Him. God wants you to
live in His presence, beginning with your time on earth. This
may well involve a lack of mistakes on your part. God knows
that you will make wrong choices even when you try your
best to follow what is right. This is the world you live in, and it
is part of God's plan. You do not yet live in a place of
perfection where everything is clear and easy to understand.
All who follow God will do things they wish they could have
done differently.

You will often feel like water spilled on the ground
that cannot be picked up. You will fight what you think is a
good fight, but there will be no one to stop you from making
the wrong choice. This is the freedom you must exist in, for
God has plans that can only be completed in you in this way.

In addition to your faults, you are also mortal. You are
made from the dust of the ground, vulnerable to sin and
death. Your body will get sick and prove difficult to maintain.
Your years will pass. Your youth will pass. Your beauty will
fade. God is no respecter of persons. The greatest of His saints
decayed in their flesh with the passing of their youth.

But through it all, God has provided means by which
you can be restored and made new. Old age and weakness
cannot keep this from you. The Lord is the God who works to
make you see His righteousness. You can be assured that God
offers His grace to all mankind and will restore all those who
believe in Him through the Spirit.
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A 365 Day Devotional

July 5th,

Revelations_21:5 And he that sat upon the throne said,
Behold, I make all things new. And he said unto me, Write: for these
words are true and faithful.

This is God's promise to you. He will make all things
new. When you feel like water has been spilled on the ground
that can never be replaced. Know that it is truly useless to
agonize over what has been lost. It is a futile effort to try to
find a few drops to put back in your bucket. Our lives are
designed by God to end quickly. Our years are few compared
to God's eternity. You may well end your life feeling like you
have accomplished little. This is God's plan. God does not
want to lose you because of your pride, which rears its ugly
head so easily. For this reason, the good you do will most
likely be well hidden from you by God's covering hand.

The Lord is the God in whom all good is found. Your
perceived success is not the source of your strength. God is the
source. This is true for all people in every circumstance of their
lives. The Lord is the God who is in the business of finding
ways to bring you back to Himself and wholeness. His Word
and His promise will give you the strength to live in great joy
and to continue your journey.

Keep the words of God's scriptures always before you.
Seek in them the source of life found only in God. Out of your
failures, God plans to bring you great abundance. Be full of
hope and receive God's promise with joy. Live like the Lord
and seek ways to restore the broken relationships around you.
Welcome those who have been exiled into your home. Give
them bread to eat and a table to sit at. Do not be at odds with
those closest to you. Do not let their failures remove them
from your heart, for God has not removed you from His.
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Exploring the Scriptures

July 6th,

Isaiah_52:6 Therefore my people shall know my name:
therefore they shall know in that day that I am he that doth speak:
behold, it is I.

I am Adam, Alpha, Advocate, Abider, Abounding,
Anointed, Apostle, Amen, Abba, Ancient of Days, and Author.

I am Beautiful, Bountiful, Bearer, Beginning, Begotten,
Bread, Bridegroom, Bright Morning Star, Beloved, Bishop of
your souls, and Branch.

I am Commander, Conqueror, Captain, Consolation,
Counselor, Chief Corner Stone, Chosen of God, and Christ.

I am Divine, Deliverer, Daysman, Dayspring, Daystar,
Doer, Desire of all Nations, Doctor, and Dawning.

I am Everlasting, Elect, Ensign, Emmanuel, Excellent,
and End

I am Faithful, Forgiving, Father, Finisher of your Faith,
First Fruit, Faithful Witness, Friend, and Fountain of Life.

I am Great, Glorious, God, Gift of God, Governor, and
Glorious God.

I am Heavenly, Health, Hope, Husband, Horn of
Salvation, Head of the Church, Heir of all things, High Priest,
and Holy One.

I am Immortal, Invisible, Instructor, I-Am, Inheritance,
and Image of God.

I am Jesus, revealed in the flesh, for I sent my Son to
live among you. Worship and praise him forever.
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A 365 Day Devotional

July 7th,

Jeremiah_16:21 Therefore, behold, 1 will this once cause
them to know, I will cause them to know mine hand and my might;
and they shall know that my name is The LORD.

I am Kind, King, King of Israel, King of Glory, King of
Kings, and King Everlasting.

I am Loving, Lofty, and Lord.

I am Manna, Messiah, Mission, and Morning Star.
I am Offspring of David, O, and One God.

I am Propitiation, Promise, and Peace.

I am Redeemer, Redemption, Road, River of Life,
Riches of Grace, Riches of Christ, and Riches of His Glory.

I am Savior, and Salvation.

I am Testament, Testator, Today True Vine.
I am the Unsearchable Riches of Christ.

I am Victor, Victorious, and Very God.

I am Wisdom, Witness, Word, Warrior, Way, Wisdom
of God, and Wonderful.

I am Yesterday.
I am Zion’s Deliverer, and I will deliver you.

Worship me and worship none other, for no god
among the gods I like me, or like my great name. For I am that
I[am.
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Exploring the Scriptures

July 8th,

2 Corinthians 4:8 We are troubled on every side, yet not
distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair.

God's blessings abound in all of creation, and yet it is
God's order of things that we all experience trouble in our
lives. We can look around and find constant evidence of God's
goodness and kindness, yet it is hard for us to function if we
have not made peace with trouble.

Why does God allow so much trouble? Why did God
write suffering into the fabric of the universe? Not everyone
suffers the same, but everyone has found that trouble has
entered their lives in their own way. For some, the level of
suffering is almost beyond comprehension. God knows and
understands. God hears the complaints about the existence of
suffering and injustice that you witness throughout the earth.

When Adam and Eve fell into sin in the Garden of
Eden, God's solution was not only to promise the coming of a
Savior, but also to prescribe suffering. This was not a new part
of God's plan, but one that He had anticipated and prepared
for.

Suffering is like the scraps that gather around the
countertop where a meal is being prepared. It is like the debris
on a farm or construction site. Nothing can be accomplished in
our world without a certain amount of waste and leftover
material. God has chosen to work in our world in this way.
You should not judge God too harshly until the work is
completed. You look at things over a span of a hundred years
at best, but God has eternity in mind when He completes the
work. Do not focus on the debris and crumbs that surround
God's work, but focus on the life that God is bringing into our
world and into your heart.
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A 365 Day Devotional

July 9th,

Proverbs 1:7 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of
knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and instruction.

God's words bring order to your life, for it is by God's
word that He created the worlds. The fear of the Lord is the
necessary foundation upon which a spiritual life is built. When
the house is finished, the foundation remains, usually hidden
from sight, but still there. Love is the house, but fear is the
foundation.

Teach your children well. Tell them of God's mighty
deeds and the power with which God overcame the enemy on
the cross. You have your own stories to tell, just as the wise
King Solomon did. In the days of the king, the stories they told
their children were about the Exodus from Egypt. There, God
judged the Egyptians with frogs, lice, storms, and the angel of
death. God opened the sea for them when they were being
pursued by Pharaoh. God caused a wind to blow all night,
clearing a path for them to cross to safety on the other side.
When the multitude had passed through, God brought the
waters down on the pursuing Egyptians and utterly destroyed
their army.

When the fear of the Lord was with them, the ancient
Israelites walked rightly before God, but when fear left them,
they worshiped other gods. Do not be like them and do not
think that you can be faithful to God without the fear of the
Lord's words underpinning your life.

Every house has swallowed up its foundation. If
someone found a piece of the foundation in the living room, it
would be thrown out. So it is when you have attained a love
for God. There is no place for fear, but there is still the
foundation underneath. So it is with every house on your
earth that can withstand the passing of the years.
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Exploring the Scriptures

July 10th,

Luke 6:27, 28 But I say unto you which hear, Love your
enemies, do good to them which hate you, bless them that curse you,
and pray for them which despitefully use you.

Our love as believers is not just to be the ordinary kind
of love that loves the lovable, but we are to love the unlovable
and the hurting. Believers are not exempt from being among
the first to criticize when things go wrong in someone's life.
Do not be like that. God is calling you to a higher love, a love
that transforms and changes lives, just as God's love has
affected your life.

God's love for you does not exclude the removal of the
dross and corruption that sin has left in your heart. God does
not deny the existence of evil when God loves a fallen man or
woman. Likewise, your love for them is not a denial of the
wrong they tolerate in their lives. Do not be like those who are
in a state of denial and teach only tolerance and love, believing
that such a path leads only to love. Such a belief denies the
existence of evil and implies that everything is potentially
good and should be tolerated.

If you want to avoid the pitfalls of love that does not
lead to love and tolerance that ultimately leads to hatred of
others, you must be exposed to both God's love and God's
words. There you will learn not to hate people, but to hate
evil. There you will learn to love all people in the right way, as
the Son loved all people but rebuked evil. The saints who are
most tolerant and loving of their fellow men are those who
have most fully accepted God's love for them. As a result, they
have learned to hate evil in themselves and in others. Follow
their example, and especially the example of the Son.
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A 365 Day Devotional

July 11¢,

Matthew 6:9 After this manner therefore pray ye: Our
Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.

Your thirst is satisfied only in the fountain of living
waters that flow from God and His Word. In these streams
you can drink your fill and find again the youth that springs
eternally from the Almighty. God is your Father and you are
His child. You will always be God's child, His son or His
daughter. Though we grow old together, that will never
change. From God all things are made new and remain young
forever.

Bring your request before God in prayer, knowing that
He is forever your Father and your eternal source of life. This
relationship will cause springs of life to flow from your soul.
Rivers will arise that will flow cool and refreshing over the
hearts of those around you. This is the life that God gives to all
who believe in Him.

As you drink of God's waters, you will rediscover the
hunger of youth. Our own children can eat enormous amounts
of food without worrying about the consequences. It is the old
in our world who are dieting and cutting back on this and that
and the other. This is also true in the spiritual world. The
waters of God's world bring back the reckless hunger of the
young and the bliss of fearless eating. In the lives of those who
eat and drink at God's table, there is fullness and great joy as
the chairs are pulled up to the table. This is the sign of the

young.

When you drink the water that flows from the throne
of God, you will cry again, the healthy cry of a child. There are
no old people here, or those who have been hardened by life.
In God's world there is only eternal youth and eternal vigor.
God is our Father, the One who gives life that no one can take
away.
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Exploring the Scriptures

July 12th,

Psalms 118:5 I called upon the LORD in distress: the
LORD answered me, and set me in a large place.

Children in our world feel like children because they
live in a big place. A small child cannot drive one of our cars
because the vehicle is too big and powerful for him. He can
barely reach the steering wheel with his hands or look over the
top of the dashboard. When he stands up, his feet are certainly
not touching the brake and gas pedals. Our young children
struggle to wash dishes at the sink because the countertop is
too high for them. Such a child is in danger of falling down the
stairs because the steps are too steep.

Young children in our world long for the days when
they will grow up and fill the adult world. Once they get
there, they discover that the adult world isn't quite what they
imagined it would be. In the same way, those who grow old in
religion are big enough to handle things on their own, but
they are also often disillusioned and tired of their world.

God will make you a child again by putting you in a
place that is too big for you. The vastness and freshness of
God's life will never cease to amaze you or pull you out of His
care. You will live with God's life, but you will not live alone,
and you will never grow old.

God will bring you back home. To a table where the
chairs are too big for you and your feet will be lifted off the
floor. There, around the hearth of the Spirit, you will find
comfort, warmth, and the security of a child. Heaven will
begin to restore even in our world the sense of belonging to
God, to each other, and to eternity. God will truly place your
feet in a great place forever.
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A 365 Day Devotional

July 13th,

Luke 23:30 Then shall they begin to say to the mountains,
Fall on us; and to the hills, Cover us.

God brings peace to your heart and to your life. This is
a precious gift because you are surrounded by a world of
turmoil and upheaval. With the Spirit in your heart, you need
not look to the future with fear and trembling. In peace, you
can continue to produce righteousness and grow in maturity
even as the world around you is roiling with turmoil.

You will be known as men and women of peace. This
is the testimony that God will place on your heart. Others will
teel this haven of peace you offer in a world of fear. This is the
manifestation of the power of God. You will continue to
produce something of value while those who do not believe in
the name of the Lord tremble in fear.

Faith will continue to work in your life. The seed of
God's Word does not stop growing in the midst of chaos. Do
not despise your faith or think that you will be found wanting.
Your every need will be met and your every want will find
overcoming power. The earthquakes that shake our world will
not uproot you. The earth may tremble and the seas may roar
with great waves that devour and destroy, but you will
remain a fruitful garden, a shelter from the storm. Those who
hide themselves in God will never be ashamed.

God is the Lord, and He walks on the waves of the
storm with the Son. God calms the wild beating of the waters
by His Word, for God is in the Son and the Son is in the
Father. Believe in God and you will never be shaken, though
the heavens be torn asunder and the mountains slide into the
seas. The man or woman who walks with God will not fear.
He will know the power of God, for the Lord will be with such
a soul.
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Exploring the Scriptures

July 14,

1 Corinthians 8:1,2 ...knowledge puffeth up, but charity
edifieth. And if any man think that he knoweth any thing, he
knoweth nothing yet as he ought to know.

Always remember that knowing information is not the
same as knowing a living person. Do not separate
understanding from your relationship with God. Information,
even information about God, is of little use if you do not know
and trust the Lord. God is real, and God wants to make
Himself known to you. God is not just giving you information
about things, but God is about making you like Himself. God
will change you, not just fill your mind with facts and figures.

Only the love that comes from a relationship with God
can edify you and others around you. Information alone will
only puff you up and tempt you to be proud. Do not be like
those who boast about the knowledge they have, even a
knowledge of the written scriptures or facts about their faith.
The lie of the enemy is still the same. He claims that
information is more important than life. God does not
measure His believers by the size of their heads, but by the
size of their hearts.

Those first Christians at Pentecost did not know nearly
as much doctrinally as many believers today. Yet they had the
power to walk in the Spirit when many who know much more
do not. The danger is very real of joining the frustration of the
enemy who knows so much and yet can only do evil. Do not
lust after knowledge in the belief that it will give you power.
Those who have come to know God know that power does not
lie in information. Power is in love, which is living.

Love requires that you turn away from the tree of
knowledge and eat from the tree of life and live. For those who
seek love are given the power to uplift those around them.
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A 365 Day Devotional

July 15t,

Mark 10:43,44 But so shall it not be among you: but
whosoever will be great among you, shall be your minister: And
whosoever of you will be the chiefest, shall be servant of all.

God will teach you humility, for God is humble and
lowly of heart. The Son, who is like the Father, left His throne
in glory. He left His place at the Father's side and was born
into our world, where He did not exalt Himself, but served the
lowest of men. Learn from the Son, for that is wisdom. Self-
exaltation will only bring the devastation of the enemy upon
your head. The enemy is proud, he always exalts himself and
serves no one except he receives back more than he ever gives.

God is not ashamed to call you His child, even with the
wrong choices you may have made in life. Do not lord it over
others, but humble yourself and serve. Do not bow down
before God and then turn around and trample on the feelings
of others. God will not be impressed with the worship of such
a believer. If you see a religious person and he despises you,
leave even such a person in God's hands. God is the one who
judges the heart. Do not be like Job's friends who believed that
a good beating was enough to humble a man. Our spreading
rumors about proud people will not change their hearts. Any
shame you bring upon them will only tarnish your name with
God.

Serve even those who seem proud and arrogant in
your world. It was God who brought Job to a full
understanding of humility. In the end, the righteous Job
covered his mouth and confessed that he was a wicked man.
Not because he was wrong, but because without God he was
really nothing. That is humility. Knowing your inadequacy
and turning to God for the strength to serve even the
unpleasant in your world.
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Exploring the Scriptures

July 16th,

John_15:8 Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much
fruit; so shall ye be my disciples.

God wants you to bear much fruit in your walk with
Him. Producing is not the same as bearing fruit. Anyone can
use the natural strength God has given them to produce
disciplined results. These have benefits, but they are limited.
The true miracle of God's power is the fruit that comes from
your Spirit-born life. Bearing fruit takes a long time. There is
the process of flowering, pollination, and the growing of the
final product. As the flowers bloom, the buds must be
protected from insects and disease. Often there must be bees
around for pollination to take place. The sun must shine and
the rain must fall. The fruit needs a lot of time and the work of
the natural process before it is fully ripe. Fruit-bearing is a
miracle from the hand of God, both in your natural world and
in your spiritual life.

Winter is also a part of fruit-bearing. You will go
through times of cold and hibernation in your walk with the
Lord. Do not be afraid to rest in God's arms. Trust the Lord to
bring again the first stirrings of the spring winds and their life-
giving warmth. Study the mystery of how the maple tree
draws its sap up 100 feet against the force of gravity. Each
spring, in the early morning hours after a hard frost, the sap
gurgles and pulsates upward in a life-giving force. In an
annual ritual, the people draw from this sap and use it to
make some of the sweetest sugars in your world, maple syrup.
This is the power of God's life.

In the same way, those around you will marvel at the
mystery you will manifest. In the cold morning hours of a
waning spiritual winter, you will stand without leaves or
external stimuli and pulsate inwardly with the river of life.
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A 365 Day Devotional

July 17th,
Matthew 7:20 Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them.

Many are deceived because they look at the production
results that people produce instead of their fruits. You must
not live your spiritual life that way. Take the time to wait. Be
willing to be embarrassed at times when those who test for
short-term results find you wanting. Waiting for fruit-bearing
includes the possibility of looking bad for not having finished
products when a need is pressing upon you. Do not allow the
love of your reputation to pressure you to choose quick results
over long-term fruit-bearing.

Prayers on our earth are valued for their eloquence
rather than their heartfelt cry to God. You are taught to judge
yourself and others by performance rather than fruit. Mature
believers are not produced in a pressure-filled atmosphere.
Fruit-bearing requires peaceful soil, sincere attention to God
and His Word, and time to fully develop.

When pioneers break new ground in the wilderness,
they are not expected to immediately develop an advanced
culture. Such things take time and hard work. Pioneers make
do with what they have until they can cut down the trees,
plow the ground, plant, and grow a crop. Similarly, you
cannot grow fruit under constant pressure to produce
immediate results. There are steps that must be taken in the
natural life and in the spiritual life. Slow steps that send down
deep roots and draw strength from me as plants draw life
from the soil.

Once the fears and pressures are removed, the work of
fruit-bearing can begin to progress and mature. God is the
source of your life, and God alone can bring forth the holy
things that have the breath and fragrance of heaven upon their
being.
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Exploring the Scriptures

July 18th,

Malachi 4:6 And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the
children, and the heart of the children to their fathers, lest I come and
smite the earth with a curse.

Through His Word, God will put a personal burden on
the hearts of fathers for their families. The prophet Malachi
spoke of this day with hope and confidence for what he saw
coming. God would place His passion in one man. God wants
him to lead his family from his heart, not with rules. The Lord
is a God who leads to a place beyond the law, a place where
there is healing in relationships.

God's intention is not to abolish the law, but to fulfill
the law. God's desire is to write in the hearts of flesh the same
message that Moses wrote on the tablets of stone. The heart of
man is by nature a wicked place, filled with weakness,
disobedience, deceit, self, rebellion, and pride. God knew from
the beginning that the heart could not be ruled by laws, but
God chose to start there. Therefore, the law cannot be removed
until righteousness is complete. God did this in the life of the
Son. No evil was ever found in Him because the Son is like the
Father. There is no darkness in God. This is the heart that God
will implant in all mankind when they believe in the Father
and the Son.

The error of so many of the prophets of today is not the
preaching of the law, but the lack of faith to go beyond the
law. Removing the law is not living beyond the law. Only faith
in the power of God can change the wicked heart of any man
or woman into a holy object out of which flow the living
waters of life. Do not lift up your eyes and look around you
expecting help from any source on earth. God is the Lord, and
only He can heal a broken and wicked heart.

202



A 365 Day Devotional

July 19th,

Ecclesiastes 11:1 Cast thy bread upon the waters: for thou
shalt find it after many days.

Faith by its very nature involves great boldness. God
was filled with boldness when He created the worlds by His
Word. God poured out abundantly and created without
restraint, even when He knew that the Son would have to
suffer on our earth. Heaven has plenty, and God gave
generously. God did this knowing that many would never
believe in His name or the name of the Son.

God cast His bread on the water and God asks you to
live such a life with Him. Do not borrow to give or shirk your
responsibilities. Give of what you have when you are asked.
Give with a cheerful heart. Do not give out of a burden. Ask
God to give you the heart you should have, and keep the door
open for God to work. Be aware that living this way will seem
very strange to you.

The waters of a river or ocean in our world are
constantly flowing away from you. Children sail boats
downstream, and fishermen throw bottles on the waves to be
picked up thousands of miles away. It is contrary to our
natural expectations to throw things into the water and hope
to find them again. The same is true in spiritual matters. You
are inclined to give, to share, to make friends, and to care only
when you somehow see the benefit.

God knows that what He is asking you to do is against
your instinct. God is asking because God has lived this way.
Throw caution to the wind. Do not worry when it looks like
your efforts will be rewarded. Give when it seems useless.
Make friends when it promises little more than throwing
bottles overboard. Do this and you will truly live as God lives.
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July 20th,

Ecclesiastes 11:6 In the morning sow thy seed, and in the
evening withhold not thine hand: for thou knowest not whether shall
prosper, either this or that, or whether they both shall be alike good.

Go outside and watch the storm clouds gather for a
storm. They are full and black with rain. The clouds are not
thinking about where the rain is going to fall. They do not
choose this farm or that country or that city. When the clouds
are full, they drop their load of rain. This is how God has
designed our spiritual world in terms of giving. When you are
full, give to those around you with as little regard as rain
clouds have for where the blessings fall. When they are
formed, the raindrops fall, and where you live, give with joy
in your heart. If you think too long about whether the land is
worthy, you may miss the opportunity to give a blessing.

If a tree falls in the forest, it cannot be pulled up and
made to fall in a different direction. In the same way, once the
opportunities of the day have passed, you cannot go back and
recapture them. How often have you longed to make up for
lost opportunities to give, to be this or that with family,
friends, or passing strangers? The mighty fallen oak cannot be
restored. The rapid passage of time demands that we develop
a deftness of hand that can give when the opportunity
presents itself.

Many believers in God refrain from exuberant giving
for fear of making a mistake. But in the end, the shame of our
mistakes will never haunt us as much as the things you could
have done and didn't. Do not squander your opportunities to
minister to families, friends, and random passersby.
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July 21th.

Isaiah 58:3 Wherefore have we fasted, say they, and thou
seest not? wherefore have we afflicted our soul, and thou takest no
knowledge? Behold, in the day of your fast ye find pleasure, and
exact all your labours.

You seek me daily, God told the ancient Israelites.
They were known as a people who rejoiced in God's ways. But
when they fasted, God did not see them. When they afflicted
themselves, God did not notice. This was because their
production was not pleasing to the Lord. Their display of
religious activity did not address the issue that God wanted
addressed. What God wanted afflicted was still living,
breathing and enjoying itself. While they were running their
religious machines and producing righteous products, there
was strife, wickedness, and dissension among them.

This is what God asked those ancient people. "Why do
you think I am impressed with a man who makes his body
suffer? Why would I want that? Why should I think that the
elimination of joy is a good thing? What kind of God do you
think I am? Do I need such things? Do I need a man to sit
before me in sackcloth and ashes before I feel like myself?"

Our condemnation is contained in the very thing we
often look to for life. Our laws and our to-do lists produce an
inferior product. We know this, but we do not ask why. God
has built a law around us that we cannot deny, the testimony
of nature that testifies to God by showing us God's majesty
and glory.

Often we will not listen, because to listen would bring
us face to face with our own inadequacy and corruption. We
who take in holy things and put out such filth. God never
intended us to live apart from Him. You must hear from God.
They must come out of His mouth, spoken to your heart by
the Spirit.
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July 22nd,

Psalms 108:3 1 will praise thee, O LORD, among the people:
and I will sing praises unto thee among the nations.

God, the Lord, has satisfied the hungry soul. God filled
the hungry soul with goodness. They cried out to the Lord in
their distress, and God delivered them from all their
afflictions. God brought them out of darkness, out of the
shadow of death, and broke the bands from their hands and
feet. They cried out to the Lord their God, who heard them.
God made the storm calm. God calmed the rough waves.
Those who saw were glad, and God brought them to their
destination.

Exalt the Lord in the congregation and praise him in
the assembly of your elders. God has turned the desert into
rivers of water. God has brought springs of water out of the
desert. God made the barren land fertile. God has fed the
hungry and prepared a city for them to dwell in. God has set
the poor on high. God has gathered His family. God said to
the Son, "Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies your
footstool.”

Surely the Lord will reign in Zion. God will reign in
the midst of those who hate the Almighty. God has sworn and
will not change his mind. The Son shall be a priest over the
house of the Lord forever. His right hand will smite our
enemy, and he will never rise again. God will judge and fill
the whole earth with His glory. God will crush the head of the
dragon. He shall fall down and shall not take again what is the
Lord's. He will drink the cup of the wrath of God, like a
stream of many waters. The fire shall devour him. There shall
be no root or branch left of his descendants. God has brought
redemption to all people, to every captive whom the enemy
has taken. Even the poor who walk in the dust and the humble
who sit on the dunghill.
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July 23,

Hebrews 11:4 By faith Abel offered unto God a more
excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained witness that he
was righteous, God testifying of his gifts: and by it he being dead yet
speaketh.

Faith involves a death that is not the end. When Eve
gave birth to her first son after the fall in the garden, and
exclaimed, "I have borne the man of the Lord. She thought that
the promised Messiah had arrived, the man who would crush
the head of the serpent. Eve was mistaken. Cain would not
grow up to be known as a man of faith. In Cain's worship of
God, his sacrifice was rejected, while that of his brother Abel
was accepted.

The end of Abel's life provides corroborating evidence
as to why God accepted Abel's sacrifice while God rejected
Cain's. Abel accepted death at the hands of his jealous brother
because he believed in a greater hope than this life offered.

Death is in the process of a life of faith. The Son died,
and in him we also die to ourselves. Lest a seed fall into the
ground, the Son said, the seed remains alone. Once the soil is
closed, the outer shell breaks down and the germ of the seed
comes to life, sending a green sprout through the earth into the
sunlight beyond the surface.

This report of the Son's suffering on Calvary was so
shocking, so startling, that the prophet wondered who would
believe the news or heed the words. Who could imagine such a
thing? All men despised and rejected the Son and turned their
faces away from the cross. Yet God has exalted him and placed
his name above every name in heaven and on earth.

Death is not a pleasant thing or something to be sought
after, but the way of faith leads into the ground before the seed
can sprout.
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July 24th,

Hebrews 11:5 By faith Enoch was translated that he should
not see death; and was not found, because God had translated him:
for before his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased God.

Faith leads to the experience of the transcending,
transporting power of heaven. Enoch is an example of this. He
was bodily transported to heaven without experiencing death.
When a man or woman walks with God, supernatural things
happen. You must believe this because death to self is necessary
for holy things to grow and must be followed by the
transforming and transporting power of the Holy Spirit.

After the terrible prophecy in Isaiah foretelling the
coming death of the Son and His mutilation at the hands of
men, the prophet begins with instructions on how to live the life
that follows death to self. Growth requires death, and life after
death requires faith in God's transforming power. Otherwise,
you may abandon the garden while the seed is still in the
ground. You may leave the field in despair, and the harvest is
lost.

The life of faith requires a basic knowledge of the road
ahead and its expectations. You are to sing over your barren
ground, not unlike a woman who has been abandoned by her
husband. A woman who can no longer experience the usual
nine months of pregnancy. You are to sing even though you
have not experienced any of the growing pains associated with
a stretching and expanding pregnant body. You are to sing with
the full assurance of a house filled with more children than if
you had a husband living in the house.

You are to expand your garden space in times of
waiting for seeds to sprout. You are to expect a bursting forth of
abundant fruit on your left and on your right, filling every
corner of your garden. This will happen because God is your
Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel. The Lord is the God of the
whole earth, and He will give you a harvest.
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July 25th,

Hebrews 11:7 By faith Noah, being warned of God of things
not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his
house; by the which he condemned the world, and became heir of the
righteousness which is by faith.

Faith sets out to do what seems to have no value in our
world. Noah lived in an incredible time of increasing
wickedness. Murder and assault were commonplace
throughout the existing world. Giants roamed the earth -
demon-human hybrids born of the mating of the sons of God
with the daughters of men.

In the midst of this chaos, God appeared to Noah and
told him to build an ark. A worldwide flood was coming. God
provided specific dimensions for the massive vessel, and Noah
set to work with his three sons. He worked and preached for
more than a hundred years. He warned everyone who would
listen of what was coming. Few men or women listened as the
weary years passed. Toward the end, only his wife, their three
sons, and their sons' wives paid attention. Even the strange
appearance of the animals that were to populate the ark did
not break through to the people.

Faith is about doing things that do not make sense on
our earth: giving away money, living for others, and putting
oneself last. Faith believes in things that are more valuable
than big bank accounts or large possessions on our earth. Faith
is turning our backs on the incessant demands of production
and turning to a life of godliness, quietness, and a hidden
walk with God. Invest in heaven. Do it in faith, and some of
your reward may appear in our world, but do not sit around
waiting. Keep investing. Pour your heart into the things that
God values, not the things that impress your neighbors.
Instead, spend your time doing things that seem to have no
return in our world, but that please God.
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July 26th,

Hebrews 11:8 By faith Abraham, when he was called to go
out into a place which he should after receive for an inheritance,
obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went.

Faith asks us to leave our natural habitat and enter an
unknown world.

Old Testament culture was an intensely tribal place.
Out of sheer survival instinct, great emphasis was placed on
loyalty to clan, family, and nation. If you did not belong
somewhere under someone else's protection, the sharks
circled. A lone man did not live long, let alone prosper. Faith
goes against this instinct. Though individualism is not the
focus, there is a move away from the familiar material
environment to which you are accustomed and into a new
community of faith under the protection of God alone.

God called Abraham, the father of faith, to leave his
father's house. To leave the secure dwellings of the family clan
and set out for a land unknown to him. God made great
promises about this land that would be fulfilled in the future.
Once there, he had to trust God for survival, food, and
protection while living in flimsy tents. God knew that the land
did not fit the scope of the promises made. Yet Abraham
stayed, refusing to return to the comfort of his community and
clan. God has called us, too, to faith, to expansion, to
venturing into lands unknown to us. This calling does not
involve some search for the latest strange doctrine, but rather
living out the holy things that your natural environment does
not teach you. Too many believers have become tribal,
clannish, and extremely protective of their familiar
boundaries, both theological and cultural. They have brought
heaven down to their size, their level of living, and their
ability to produce a product that they think fits what God
wants.
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July 27th,

Hebrews 11:11 Through faith also Sara herself received
strength to conceive seed, and was delivered of a child when she was
past age, because she judged him faithful who had promised.

Faith gives us the strength to give birth when natural
childbirth is impossible. Sarah was old and well past her
natural childbearing years when God gave Abraham the
promise of a son. As the decades passed and her body
withered, Sarah thought she should help God fulfill this vital
promise. If Abraham did not have a son, then their entire
undertaking of leaving their homeland, risking so much, and
living like vagabonds in tents was for naught.

Sarah turned to a natural solution that fit the culture
and was not sinful. She approached Abraham with her plan.
"My maid is available," she said, "and still of childbearing age.
You know the customs. We will raise the child as mine and
yours. Surely God wants us to use our common sense."
Abraham accepted the solution, and Hagar conceived.

This story is not unlike what happens when we try to
help God on our faith journey. The result is trouble, strife, and
uncertainty. Sarah was supposed to wait on God, but she
wavered in her faith. Angels were sent to renew God's
promise to Abraham. Sarah sat in the tent and listened to the
conversation, staring at her withered hands and diminished
youth. The humor of the situation overwhelmed Sarah. She
laughed out loud. "I don't even enjoy the man sexually
anymore."

But the promise remained, and Sarah returned to her
faith. She welcomed her old husband into her bed, and nine
months later they had a child. Completely impossible by any
natural reasoning. Faith gives us the strength to give birth to
holy things this world can never produce. Without fuss,
without struggle, and without effort.
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July 28th,

Hebrews 11:24,25 By faith Moses, when he was come to
years, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter; choosing
rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the
pleasures of sin for a season.

Faith chooses to suffer with the community of faith
rather than enjoy the temporal benefits of this world.

Consider the story of Moses, a child conceived in
extraordinary times under Pharaoh's edict of death. His parents
refused to comply and hid the child for three months until his
discovery became too risky. Filled with faith, the parents set the
child in a basket on the Nile, entrusting him to God. Pharaoh's
daughter found Moses and raised him as a prince, educated in
all the knowledge and wisdom of Egypt.

Think of the potential that comes with such a position.
Even with the suffering he saw among the children of Israel in
their state of slavery, Moses could have waited, hiding his
compassion and hoping for better times when he could have
influence. Moses did not make that choice. He chose not to
compromise his identity with God's children in order to preserve
his comfortable temporary situation.

Moses lived in an idolatrous society where allegiance to
various Egyptian gods was a daily affair not easily hidden.
Allegiance to God is of paramount importance. Identification
and allegiance are not matters that the Lord trivializes or
postpones. When a temporal cost to siding with God's people is
evident, faith teaches us that siding with God cannot be delayed,
regardless of the cost.

In the case of Moses, he killed the Egyptian who was
beating the Israelite slave and placed himself in irrevocable
conflict with his allegiance to the temporal powers and their
benefits. Unusually small actions, seemingly insignificant efforts
associated with the choice of faith, indicate your allegiance.
These cannot be forgotten. Faith asks you to choose rewards of
another time and place not found on your earth.
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July 29th,

Hebrews 11:31 By faith the harlot Rahab perished not with
them that believed not, when she had received the spies with peace.

Faith leads us to a future untainted by our past. God's
written Word has never ceased to call her Rahab the harlot. This
name is not meant to be derogatory. Rather, it serves as a
reminder of where Rahab the harlot came from as she climbs the
ladder of faith to reach the pinnacle of success. We are not to
forget that her past played no part in her future.

Rahab's story begins when two Israelite spies were
clumsily sent into the city of Jericho by the newly installed
Israelite leader, Joshua. Taverns, inns, and brothels were
common in those days. The two men ended up staying at Rahab's
establishment. They stuck out like sore thumbs, and word
quickly spread through the city and reached the king's ears. He
sent armed guards to arrest them.

Sensing the inevitable, Rahab hid the men under the
drying flax on the roof before the guards arrived and demanded
that she hand them over. Rahab had a story ready and told the
guards that she had sent them on their way.

Rahab had the two men in her power. She went upstairs
and confronted them, not with threats, but with a heartfelt
speech that ended with a plea for mercy from the conquering
army.

For this faith, Rahab joined the ranks of mighty men and
women of faith. She married an Israelite man named Salmon and
bore a son, Boaz, who became the husband of the beloved Ruth.
Ruth bore Boaz a son named Obed. Obed fathered Jesse, who
became the father of King David.

Rahab the harlot was grafted into the royal line of
Messiah Himself. You are not what you once were. Your past is
never forgotten, ignored, or diminished, but your past is not the
engine that drives your future. God is.
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July 30th,

Hebrews 4:9,10 There remaineth therefore a rest to the
people of God. For he that is entered into his rest, he also hath ceased
from his own works, as God did from his.

God created a day of physical rest to serve man's
economy and well-being, not to cause man to spend his economy
and well-being to maintain it. The ancient Pharisees missed that
point. They struggled with their rules for keeping the Sabbath. If
physical rest and the keeping of a holy day were the end of the
matter, then God would not have prompted the apostle to write
of another day to come through faith in the Son.

The physical rest of the Sabbath was and is only a shadow
and representation of the spiritual rest found in our walk with
God. A day of physical rest helps us to understand and enter by
faith into the spiritual rest that is God's ultimate concern. Mere
observance of physical rest never leads to spiritual life, just as it
never gave life to any of the ancient Pharisees who so opposed
the Son. Our physical needs parallel our spiritual needs, and by
resting our bodies one day a week, we can understand the
greater need to rest our souls and spirits in God's power.

For one day a week, our bodies remind us to stop
thinking, sweating, and striving for an income, so we remember
to permanently stop all thinking, sweating, and striving for
spiritual things. God will give you what you need freely and
without cost or money. Enter into the sweet understanding with
God that all things are already complete for you.

There is no longer any need to work on your own and
strive in your own strength to enter the kingdom. Walk with God
by faith and access the riches that God has stored up in the Son.
A man or woman who walks in such spiritual rest knows how to
rest physically. The two go together. It is a sign of an incomplete
understanding of God's ways if we cannot enjoy the rest that God
gives in the natural and in the spiritual.
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July 31st

Acts 4:33 And with great power gave the apostles witness of
the resurrection of the Lord Jesus: and great grace was upon them all.

One day everyone who has ever lived will rise again in
physical form. They will rise just as they were, even though the
body has turned to dust or ashes or has been scattered by the
wind. God will bring everyone back together. Whatever has been
done in the body will be known to all. The second coming of the
Son will be a great comfort to those who believe, but a terror to
those who do not trust God to guide them through their earthly
lives.

No other fact so profoundly underscores the differences
between the Son's message and that of those who are not sent by
God. The Son rose from the dead to openly demonstrate God's
power over death and the grave. The Son took the keys of hell
from the evil one and openly triumphed over the enemy. God
has given all power to the Son, for He has proven Himself to be
of the same Spirit with the Father. The Son came out of the tomb
not only as a spirit, but with His own natural body and form.

Because of the Son's victory, you can have full confidence
in God's promise to bodily restore all those who believe in the
Lord. They will rise, not for judgment for their earthly deeds, but
for final entrance into their eternal home with God.

God is not like the enemy who seeks to absorb you as if
you were food for his consumption. God seeks your surrender to
make you whole again in body, soul, and spirit. Only in God can
the true nature and individuality of your being be found. This is
not a work that God does for a moment, but a work that stands
for eternity. You will be resurrected as yourself, fully and
completely you. God will do this because God is full, not empty.
God will do this because God does not consume. God gives. God
is the Lord and nothing is impossible with Him.
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August 1st.

Matthew 26:26 And as they were eating, Jesus took bread,
and blessed it, and brake it, and gave it to the disciples, and said,
Take, eat; this is my body.

The Son was not always understood while He was on
earth. On the night He broke the bread and lifted the cup to His
disciples at the Last Supper, Christ wanted to give them a simple
and accessible picture of what their relationship with God would
be like. As easy as it was to reach out and put bread in their
mouths and wine on their lips, so easy is it to reach out and
participate in the salvation that God offers.

What we call fellowship is the most common activity of
believers, and it should be. But the enemy does not hold back his
lies from even the most precious of things. Here, at a most
intimate moment, when those who believe in God should be
renewing their faith in the most practical way, there is instead
much strife and contention.

The Son showed his great love and compassion for the
disciples that night at the supper table, reflecting God's heart for
humanity. Whatever their human failings that night, no one was
excluded from the table. The Lord's Supper is not the time or the
means to remove sin from the hearts of believers. The power to
stand between faith and the ability to believe does not belong in
the hands of any mortal man, whether he is called a great church
leader or not.

The bread and wine are not transformed by some magic
formula into the real body and blood of the Son, which can kill
you if you partake unworthily. The only thing that makes you
unworthy is your lack of faith in God's power to cleanse you and
strengthen you spiritually for your life both in this world and in
the world to come. The Lord's Supper is a representation that you
can see with your own eyes and believe in. Do not doubt and
make God's life so unattainable that you are left in a life of
longing. Believe in the Lord, for God has the power both to
strengthen you and to wash you from every sin.
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August 2nd,

Luke 24:4,5 And it came to pass, as they were much
perplexed thereabout, behold, two men stood by them in shining
garments: and as they were afraid, and bowed down their faces to the
earth, they said unto them, Why seek ye the living among the dead?

Without faith, there is no life found in natural things,
even though God chose to represent Himself through them. The
Son said He was the door of the sheepfold, but there is no door
on our earth that can give you life without faith in the Son. There
is no life in crosses, emblems, symbols, or trinkets without faith.
The women who searched for the body of the Son did no wrong
in visiting the tomb. What the angels rebuked them for was their
loss of hope. They honored the tomb without believing that the
Son was alive. Do not fall into the same practice. You are called
to a living hope. When your hope dies, you naturally turn back
to natural things. These are memories that you can hold on to,
that remind you of what once was alive.

God is Alpha and Omega. God is forever alive. God is not
found as a memory. That is the way of our world, not the way of
heaven. There is no life to be found in the natural elements. Do
not allow the hopes and dreams you once had for spiritual things
to fade and die. Look beyond our little world. Rely on God's
strength and consider God's supernatural power. This failure of
faith, this searching among tombstones for life, surprised the
holy angels.

God's entire creation points to the Almighty. God has
written His voice into the DNA of all matter. You hear God when
you walk among the trees of the forest or behold the beauty of
nature. You are right to worship, but do not worship what you
see or set your hopes on finding God without faith. You must lift
your eyes higher, far above the hills that speak God's name, to
see Him with eyes of faith. The Lord is coming quickly, and then
you will see God clearly. God is all you have seen and so much
more.
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August 3+,

Hebrews 8:10 For this is the covenant that I will make with
the house of Israel after those days, saith the Lord, I will put my laws
into their mind, and write them in their hearts: and I will be to them
a God, and they shall be to me a people.

God has given us the Spirit and the privilege as a believer
to have a faithful and true guide. The Spirit will lead us into all
truth. God has given us the privilege of knowing what God's will
is for us, down to the smallest detail. It is no longer necessary to
consult a tablet of stone where God's commandments are
written, or to find the chapter or page of a rule book to discern
God's will. The Spirit will impress upon us the instructions of the
kingdom down to the minutiae of each believer's heart.

God's intention is not for you to be unrestrained or to live
a lawless life. Look at God's creation and the order God has
written there, down to the smallest detail. Nature is governed by
God's order, and God's will for us is the same. The instructions
given to us by the Spirit are not to cause disunity, just as the lines
drawn in the human body between all the organs and parts of
the body do not cause disunity.

The making of religious laws comes from the sinful
nature indulging in its own sensuality. The laws given by the
Spirit lead to righteousness. Can you hear God's voice as Elijah
did outside his cave when the wind rushed by, the fire roared up
the mountain, and the earth shook? Elijah knew that God was
not in these things. Above the noise, he heard the still, small voice
of the Spirit. Do the same and pay no attention to the wind, the
fire, and the shaking that surround you.

No book, however full of laws, can ever tell you all the
places where natural enjoyment ends and lust begins, where self-
confidence ends and pride begins. These are lines that the still
voice of the Spirit draws in the heart of every believer. Listen, and
God, the Lord God Jehovah, will surely guide you.
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August 4th,

1Peter 1:13 Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be
sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you
at the revelation of Jesus Christ.

Your thoughts are not God's thoughts, but God wants
you to think things through with Him. God wants to engage your
mind. God has made room for this in His creation. God's
commandments and spiritual laws are not subject to change.
God's Word is eternally established in heaven and on earth.
Through the natural things in our world, God has opened a door
for you to reason with Him.

Do not think of your own thoughts, but think first of all
of what God has done through the Son. God revealed Him to our
world. The salvation brought by the Son was a mystery to the
prophets of old. They tried to understand it, but God hid it from
them. They spoke of the coming work with revelation and not
with understanding. They reported the truth and did not
sensationalize what God revealed to them. They were sober men,
subject to the Lord and what He told them.

Sobriety for us begins in the same place. God does not ask
you to fully understand His work through the Son. God only
asks you to believe. This will put a hope in your heart that no one
can take away. Your own reasoning on this matter will not get
you where you need to be.

Where God wants you to think with Him is in creation.
This will also bring sobriety to your mind. Study God's creation,
walk among the creatures God has made and observe them.
Read not only the spiritual messages of the great King David, but
also the practical advice of his son, King Solomon. What creation
reveals to you are not laws, but God's thoughts. God wants to
engage you. Talk to the Lord about your work, your health, and
how best to live your life in practical matters. What to eat? What
to wear? Where to earn the money you need to live? Let there be
hope in you that even these things can be made right, just as God
has made your eternity right.
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August 5th,

Isaiah 40:3 The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness,
Prepare ye the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a
highway for our God.

Through God's Word, the Lord prepares a way for the
Spirit to move in the life of every believer. When you hear about
the Son's work on the cross to obtain your salvation, you can
have faith by believing in God's eternal work. You can believe
that God will fill the new man born in you with the Spirit. There
is the curtain still hanging in your heart that separates your soul
and spirit. This must be torn down.

God represented this truth in the Jewish temple, where
there was a thick curtain separating the inner court from the Holy
of Holies. The priest could enter this place only once a year to
offer a sacrifice to God. When the Son died, that curtain was torn
down because there was no longer a sinful priest to cover your
sin with the blood of bulls and goats. It was now the blood of the
Son that was shed to wash away your sin.

With your sin gone, God tore the curtain. Allow the Lord
to tear the curtain of your heart so that the Spirit can flood your
entire being. There is now blood to wash away your uncleanness.
There is no longer any reason to fear your coming before the
Lord. God desires to fill not only your spirit, which is born again
of the life of heaven, but also your body and soul.

God desires this more than you can ever desire His
coming. Do not be afraid, but surrender to God. The Spirit is the
power you need to bring your whole being into the life of God.
The same Spirit that empowered the saints of old is now ready to
indwell God's people, not just a select few prophets and saints.

This tearing of the curtain is not the work of your hands,
but the work of God's hands. God can tear your stiff and self-
centered heart from top to bottom. Ask in faith, trusting the Lord
for this work in your being.
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A 365 Day Devotional

August 6th,

Luke 9:33 And it came to pass, as they departed from him,
Peter said unto Jesus, Master, it is good for us to be here: and let us
make three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for
Elias: not knowing what he said.

Mountaintop experiences are the highlights of your life
with God. These important times should not be minimized, but
you cannot live permanently on the mountaintop. God sent the
Son down to a lost and dying world. He walked among you for
over thirty years and did not hide His face from your problems.
In the same way, believers who are unwilling to leave their high
experiences and live successfully in the mundane of everyday
life greatly hinder the effectiveness of their witness.

This desire to remain on the mountaintop is natural. Our
world is a dry and deserted place compared to the glory of
heaven. A small taste of what is to come when one arrives at
home with the Lord can be overwhelming. That is why God
keeps these experiences to a minimum. You learn the lessons
God would teach you by walking with Him in faith, not by being
carried along by your emotions.

The Son did not stay on the mountaintop, but went down
to the bottom where the crowds waited with their needs. He did
not broadcast His experiences as He communed with God on
those heights. Our problems with these experiences are not in
having them, but in how we deal with them afterward.

Do not try to alleviate the giddy excitement of the
mountaintop. Instead, minister to the needs that surround you.
This is the hard part. There is so much need in our world,
sickness, family strife, financial struggles, temptations, and
demonic oppression. You show much greater faith by coming
down from the mountain than by trying to stay up there. Leave
your return to the heights in God's hands. Seek to serve rather
than to take, to heal rather than to comfort. In this you will be
called a follower of the Son, not a seeker after your own things.
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Exploring the Scriptures

August 7th,

1 Corinthians 12:31 But covet earnestly the best gifts: and
yet shew I unto you a more excellent way.

God has placed in you the desire to be the best you can
be. This is the opposite of what you naturally think because sin
is a destructive force in man. Sin drains a person spiritually,
emotionally, and physically. It is from a life of sin that you learn
the wrong lessons of life. One of those lessons is the constant urge
to settle for mediocrity.

You would think it strange if you hired a plumber to fix
the pipes in your house and he left the joints a little drippy to
avoid taking pride in his work. No one wants to come home after
the maid has finished and find the floor still dirty and the
windows unwashed, only to be told that the maid is humble and
does not believe in doing too well, lest she become proud.

Yet when we try to work for God, many believers seem
to think that humility requires a halfway job. This is an attitude
not learned from heaven. There is no humility in not desiring the
best in everything you do.

You should not desire someone else's gift, but you should
certainly desire the best in your own work. It is amazing that
those who think they are the most spiritual are the least likely to
do quality work. Many dream big dreams of working in distant
lands, of standing in the applause of great crowds, even of dying
for their faith as a great martyr. Meanwhile, they return
borrowed tools dirty and broken, the rented house filthy, and the
work half done.

The problem with such behavior is not their desire for
great gifts. Nor should anyone be accused of aiming too high.
Start where you are with quality. Do what you do with a
thorough touch. A great man brings dignity and greatness to the
humblest task, while a man of low character brings dishonor to
the greatest work.
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A 365 Day Devotional

August 8th,

1 Corinthians 13:1 Though I speak with the tongues of men
and of angels, and have not charity, I am become as sounding brass,
or a tinkling cymbal.

This passage written by the apostle is at once a
presentation of the great dichotomy between being and doing.
Greatness is formed in the heart of a man or woman apart from
what they do or the gifts they have. There is nothing wrong with
anyone desiring a great gift, but there is a better way to greatness
than through the acquisition of gifts.

Great gifts do not guarantee greatness. There is
something more important than even quality work, and that is
the quality of the person doing the work. Therefore, the effort to
downgrade a believer's desire for good gifts is misguided. It
comes from the belief that value is transferred from the work to
the person, not from the person to the work. Seek excellence, but
there is something even better than excellence in work, and that
is excellence in character.

God's question to you is, will you allow the Lord to make
you a better person? God does this through the circumstances of
life and through the power of the Spirit. God is love. God is
simply what God is. God does not pretend and often does things
that can be interpreted badly by the enemy. Suffering is one of
those things. But God is good, even though He chose to use
suffering to accomplish the end of His work.

Are you kind of heart, or do you just do good deeds? Are
you humble or do you just act humble? Are you an angry person?
Are you a person who rejoices when good things happen? Are
you patient, or do you just act that way? Become. This is greater
than doing. Follow the Lord and He will make you like Himself.
Give up your opinion of yourself and walk with God. Do not
aim lower, aim higher.
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Exploring the Scriptures

August 9th,

Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is quick, and powerful,
and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing
asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a
discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.

When Adam and Eve fell into sin and were expelled from
the Garden of Eden, God placed an angel with a flaming sword
at the gate to guard the entrance to the Tree of Life. Mankind was
never allowed to eat of the literal tree in the garden again, but
you are now allowed to pass through the sword of God's Word
and enter into the life of the Son.

In the spiritual realms, the sword of God is still there.
You must deal with the Word and the search it will make of your
heart. Do not despair by what is revealed or by what is cut open
and laid bare. God has the answer to all that is found wrong and
failing in you. God's terrible and fiery sword pierces everywhere.
God desires to divide the joints from the marrow and to know
the thoughts and intents of the heart. Nothing can be hidden
from the Lord. Everything must be made open and real. This is
not done to destroy you, but to heal you.

God's word must be faced. There is no other way to the
tree of life. All those who bypass the sword are not seekers of the
Lord or of the Spirit. This is important to God, for only that which
is true and comes from the Lord can enter heaven. The
deformities caused by the hand of the enemy must be healed and
the crooked paths straightened. Every last bit of evil must be
removed from every heart that enters the eternal realms.

God does not ask you to do this, but to allow the Lord to
work in your heart, even when the words cause discomfort and
dismay. Do not reject God or close your heart to the work He is
doing. The Word cleanses the years of bitterness and makes the
barren land fruitful again. God gives and takes away with cause
and purpose. God will make you what He is. God will make you
whole and fully restored.
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A 365 Day Devotional

August 10th,

Psalms 61:1,2 Hear my cry, O God, attend unto my prayer.
From the end of the earth will I cry unto thee, when my heart is
overwhelmed: lead me to the rock that is higher than I.

God will be a refuge for you and a strong tower to protect
you from the enemy. The heart of the enemy is evil and he wants
to harm you and not to heal you. Stay close to the Lord and His
Word and God will protect you from harm. Open your heart to
the Lord and speak to God about your innermost desires. Speak
to the Lord of your intentions and tell Him of your plans. Do not
speak in the presence of the enemy. Do not tell him secret things
or expect his smile of approval to help you. He does not plan
good things for you, but has wickedness hidden in his heart.

God will give you a place among the saints of old, men
and women who feared the Word and trembled before God. The
Lord did not rebuke them harshly or cast them away forever
when they failed Him. God drew them close and comforted
them. God is the One who establishes the days and gives
abundant life to all who believe in the Son.

God has prepared an abundance of mercy and truth.
They will protect you on your way to heaven. Do not be afraid,
but praise the name of the Lord, for He has your best interests at
heart. The Son and the Father have gone to great lengths to help
and heal our world. They will not stop until they have completed
the task for all who have chosen to believe in the name of the
Lord.

Wait on God in the storm, and do not flee when trouble
comes. Your salvation lies in God's help and assistance, which
the Lord continually provides for you. Tribulation does not
change God's plan or His ability to reach you. The lions that seek
to destroy you will not be able to reach you if you hide in the rock
of God's salvation. The Lord will be a defense against evil and a
sword lifted up to stop those who plot against you.
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Exploring the Scriptures

August 11th,

Psalms 63:1 O God, thou art my God, early will I seek thee:
my soul thirsteth for thee, my flesh longeth for thee in a dry and thirsty
land, where no water is.

God is the only one who can quench your thirst for the
heavenly realms. Nothing on earth can give you happiness that
lasts forever. God rewards those who seek Him and His words
above all the pleasures found on earth. God has shown His
power and glory in creation. Do not place your heart in the hands
of mere matter. They are there to provide a sanctuary where you
can find God. Should not God's house on our earth resemble
Him? Should not the stars and the flying creatures bear witness
to what God has said? Should not their cries and their songs be a
remembrance of the words spoken in the courts of the Lord?

But God's lovingkindness is better than all the created
worlds. Their lips praise the Lord, but they provide no refuge for
your heart. God alone is your home and your everlasting
dwelling. Arise and bless the name of God among the glorious of
His creation. Lift up your hands to the Lord in the midst of the
abundance of our vineyards. As the sun rises, do not forget who
created the heavens and the earth.

As your body finds nourishment in the fruits of the earth,
so shall your soul be satisfied with the marrow and fatness of the
Spirit. Your mouth shall praise God alone, and your tongue shall
speak the name of the Lord forever. For the Lord is the God who
does not fade away, nor is He gone at noon. God does not grow
weary or fail in His care for you. God remembers you while you
sleep. God plans the day before you awake, and God keeps the
night watch in preparation for your rising from your bed.

God will be your helper in the hour of trouble. You will
rejoice in the shadow of His wings. God is there because of His
great love for you. For the purpose for which God created you,
He has not forgotten you.
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A 365 Day Devotional

August 12th,

John 11:26 And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall
never die. Believest thou this?

What we call revival ebbs and flows on the earth. The life
God gives springs from an eternal fountain that flows forever
from the throne. God's life grows slowly but surely, watering the
soil of your heart to produce fruit that bears in its season. Remain
steadfast and sure with your eyes of faith fixed upon the Lord.
Your revival experiences cannot be sustained forever. Your
efforts to keep them alive will be in your own strength and will
greatly frustrate you and even diminish your faith. Do not allow
this to happen. God keeps alive in you what He desires and what
is for your eternal benefit.

When you ask, "Can revival continue?" you are usually
asking, "Can my particular experience continue?" You want to
feel what you once felt kneeling at an altar, or a particular fervor
associated with prayer. You want tomorrow's spiritual journey
to be as exciting as yesterday's.

What you should be asking is, "Will the seeds God has
planted in my heart continue to grow? The answer to this
question will lead you to choose faith and victory. The Son's
death has forever secured your access to God's life. The Son
asked you to believe and live in Him. His crucifixion and
resurrection guarantee that the life you have in God will never
be lost. With such a faith, you do not need to constantly ask
whether a particular experience will last. Your faith will guide
your experience because faith is firmly grounded in the strongest
confidence that can be given to you. Your faith is based on God's
promises to you, and God has promised you eternal life.

In trying to fan the flames of revival, you are trying to
create a reality that is not necessarily real. Participate in God's life
because God's promises are established forever.
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Exploring the Scriptures

August 13th,

Isaiah 66:2 For all those things hath mine hand made, and
all those things have been, saith the LORD: but to this man will 1
look, even to him that is poor and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth
at my word.

God made mountains that stand majestic and tall. God
made the seas to roar at His command. Is this what the Lord is
looking for in the hearts of those who love Him, majesty and
roaring in power and might? God tells you that He does not. God
is looking for a humble heart that trembles when He speaks.

Many believe that trembling at God's word means
obedience, but God seeks more than obedience. There are many
who obey the letter of God's command whose hearts do not
tremble at the sound of God's voice. Mighty men of power roar
through our land demanding obedience to the Lord, but in their
hearts they do not tremble at what they claim to obey.

The heart that trembles does not stop trembling when
they have obeyed. God has offered you great confidence in the
works that the Son has done for you. You can believe and you
can live, but do not become arrogant and stop feeling your own
weakness. If God had not reached down, you could not have
reached heaven. If God did not continue to reach out to you, the
way would become too difficult and the task too impossible. You
are and you remain because of God's mercy and grace. Do not
trust in the things of our world.

Your salvation is no reason to boast or exalt yourself
above your fellow man, who is still far from God's care. Walk
among the lowly of the earth, for without God's power you have
no power to bridge the gap between heaven and earth. Offer
them the same grace you have received. Do it with a trembling
hand and a heart that knows the sufficiency of its God and the
futility of its own strength.
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A 365 Day Devotional

August 14th,

Galatians 3:28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is
neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all
one in Christ Jesus.

God's care and love reaches all humanity regardless of
their form or status on our earth. In this, God says they are no
different, even though God made them with different bodies
and responsibilities. They are as God has designed them and
given them purpose. This is their equality, that God will bring
them to their full potential if they believe and trust in Him.
Servant and Master are different in their roles on earth, but
they are equal in their value and placement by God in eternity.
The master has no preference before God over the servant.
This is God's standard of equality.

Our world has created its own standards according to
its own limited power. The wise men of our world have
decided to make all mankind similar. A woman, they say, is
not equal until she is a man, and a man is not equal until he is
a woman. In the same way, the servant is not equal until he is
the master, and the master is not equal until he is the servant.
In this they have thought themselves wise and have become
foolish.

The Lord is a God who has created great diversity
among His creatures. God has done this to express the
vastness and endlessness of His own heart. God is not limited
by form, nor does He love less if the form of the creature is the
smallest of the greatest. What God's hand has touched He
loves, and what God has created out of man He will redeem.
In this, God gives to all the value that is truly theirs to keep.
God asks you to think things through with God's thoughts in
mind and not with the thoughts of the wise of our world.
God's creatures are alive because they are different. They are
the expression of the glorious thoughts of God.
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Exploring the Scriptures

August 15th,

2 Corinthians 10:4 (For the weapons of our warfare are not
carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong
holds;)

We are living in a time when God's will for the
advancement of the kingdom of heaven has been made
abundantly clear. The Son will one day ride again on His
white horse to violently crush the enemy, but this is the time
of our final outreach to all mankind. No longer shall our
righteousness be established on the edge of the sword. The
heretic is not to be executed by fire or any other means. You
are to reach out in love even to those who hate you. Those
who sin against God's Word shall not be taken out and stoned.
The place where those who believe in the Lord gather shall be
a place of healing and not a place of destruction.

You are to gather in and not scatter out. You are to
offer hope and not hate. You will overcome your earthly
enemy with grace and not with the power of war. God has
given you the power of the Son, in whose name you can safely
trust. In the name of the Lord, you have authority over every
thought and scheme of the evil one. You shall speak against
him to disarm him, and it shall be done. You shall not tremble
in fear of him, but he is the one who will tremble at the power
that has been given to you.

Bless and do not curse. Do not withhold good when
you have in your hand to give. Open your hearts and your
homes to the needy. God has made you warriors of a heavenly
kingdom that does not wield a weapon of metal and steel.
There is a victory far greater than that which natural strength
can claim. Speak the name of the Lord and take up His
weapons, and you shall not fail. For the Lord, the great God
Jehovabh, is the Eternal and the Everlasting.
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A 365 Day Devotional

August 16th.

Matthew 5:39 But I say unto you, That ye resist not evil:
but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the
other also.

As a believer, God has given you His overcoming
power. God not only resisted the enemy, but overcame him
when the Son died on Calvary. This is the power that God
now gives you. God does not send you into your world with
the authority of the law or of a policeman, but with the
authority of an overcomer. The law can only punish by the
power of man, but you have been given the use of the Son's
name and the transforming power of His blood. God no longer
seeks to cover or resist sin, but to wash away all sin as if it had
never been.

You are not called to be detectives, seeking out evil in
the hearts of those around you. You are to be among those
who bring even a murderer to God where his heart can be
washed clean until it becomes that of a child who will never
kill again.

God has given you that power. Open your hand so that
the power of violence falls away and open your heart to
receive what God has to give. This is a life for those who
believe in the Lord, who have placed their lives in God's
hands before choosing to renounce violence. Do not ask those
who do not believe in God to keep their swords sheathed.
Violence is their strength, and they trust in what their hearts
seek.

Believe in God's power to change the heart of a man or
woman when you turn the other cheek. Trust the Lord to stop
evil when you choose to suffer. God is the One who gives life,
and He can protect your physical well-being. Even in death,
God will not fail you, for your blood will testify to the victory
of the Son. Be the Lord's warrior and seek to save, not to kill.
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Exploring the Scriptures

August 17th,

Matthew 5:13 Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have
lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for
nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men.

God's intentions are for you to have a profound impact
on the culture and world around you. This is not to be done
through your political world of electing politicians and
passing laws, but through the power of the Spirit. God has
birthed in you a spirit that is like the Spirit. You are an element
of endurance and change, just as salt is an agent of endurance
and change. Salt affects the whole soup. That is its power just
by being there.

Resisting evil through the exercise of political power
does not change the heart of men and women. Resistance
simply protects you from its influence. Therefore, resistance to
evil is really based on weakness. There is a greater power at
work in your lives than the resistance of evil. As God has
overcome evil, so God has given you the power to overcome
evil. Do not live by the law and only resist evil. Such a
practitioner may well crumble in a moment of weakness, for
he is functioning in his own best interest. God calls you to a
faith that believes in the Lord's works, not your own.

God has called you to transform the world, not to
legislate it. Be like young Joseph who was sold into slavery as
a young boy. This did not prevent the power of his life from
affecting his master's entire household. When Potiphar's wife
was moved to falsely change him, the power of his life did not
fail him in prison. Joseph rose to become the chief jailer, the
interpreter of dreams, and was eventually released to stand at
Pharaoh's right hand, where his life impacted the entire
known world of that time. This is what God's power working
in the heart of a believer can do.
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A 365 Day Devotional

August 18th,

Luke 10:19 Behold, I give unto you power to tread on
serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy: and
nothing shall by any means hurt you.

There was a day when God's enemy fell from heaven
like lightning. That was the day he betrayed the trust God had
placed in him. The enemy exalted himself in his heart and left
his place on the north side of the mountain to raise a rebellion
among the other angels. A third of them believed his lies
against the Son and against God, and there was war in the
most holy place. The Son led the charge and cleansed heaven
from the corruption of evil. This is God's power, the power to
cast out evil from the most holy place.

This is also the power that belongs to the believers. The
name of Jesus is the name written in all heaven and earth as
the name that cast out the power of the evil one. The Son
triumphed over the enemy on the day of rebellion and on the
day of Calvary. There is no one like the power and glory of
God.

But power is not the end of what we are. This is the
secret that has been hidden from the wise and the great of our
world from the beginning of your time. When the hour was
fully come, the Son revealed to the lowly and humble what
was in the mind of God. God was seeking to replace the fallen
one, that great deceiver who had betrayed the eternal worlds.
God did not seek His successor among the mighty or the
strong, but among the shepherds and the lowly of our earth.
The enemy was a mighty angel, clothed in great glory and
beauty. His place shall be filled by the broken-hearted and
those who do not raise their eyes to heaven in pride. His songs
will no longer be sung. What we will sing on that last day will
be the one composed by all believers, the earth-bearers, those
with bodies formed of the ground. This is the great mystery.
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Exploring the Scriptures

August 19th,

Psalms 1:1 Blessed is the man that walketh not in the
counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor
sitteth in the seat of the scornful.

Rejoice in God's law and reflect on how God has
constructed the universe. God set the plants in motion and
cast the vast galaxies across the sky. God has given the
creeping things of the earth their times and seasons. God has
commanded the birds to fly north and set the times of their
departure from their nesting places. God the Lord has done
this because He is a God who has thought out the order of
things. God has formed the face of every human being with
His fingers, and no man can undo the honor that God has
bestowed upon the lowly of the earth.

God has told you how to live in your world because
that is how things work best. God knows because He formed
the earth and planted the tall trees. God has ordained all our
lives, and He alone knows the secrets of the mighty places.

Rejoice in the works of God's hands, and therefore in
the counsel that comes from His mouth. For God speaks
because He knows, and God commands because He created.
He who listens to the voice of God shall be like a tree planted
by the rivers of water. It will produce abundant fruit in its
season and in its time. In the time of drought, only this tree,
which has sent its roots into the waters flowing from the
throne, will not wither and die. This tree will flourish in the
storm, in the wind, and in the cold of winter. It will wait, and
it will yield fruit again when the spring winds creep over the
barren ground.

The Lord God knows the ways of those who are close
to him, for the Lord has planted them, and they shall not die.
They shall drink of the waters of God, and they shall live
forever.
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A 365 Day Devotional

August 20th,

Psalms 2:2 The kings of the earth set themselves, and the
rulers take counsel together, against the LORD, and against his
anointed.

The Son is God's anointed. God has chosen Him to sit
at the right hand of the Father forever because He has
conquered death, hell and the grave. There is no one like the
Son because He is like the Father, endowed with wisdom and
power forever and ever.

The enemy has stirred up the kings of the earth to join
his rebellion. He is the one who brought down a third of the
mighty angels with him when he was cast out of heaven.
These are voices raised against us and against our dominion.
"Let us break the power of the Most High," they say. "Let us
turn against him the favor of his beloved.

They have tried to destroy, but they have failed. They
have tried to overthrow the boundaries that God has set in the
earth and in the heavens, and their efforts have come to
nothing. God is above them as the mighty stars are above the
earth. God has spoken, and no one can undo it. They rage
against the Lord and against the Son, but God will laugh at
them. They seek to strike fear into our hearts, but we know
their ways and the futility of their efforts. They will attack the
mountain where God sits, but they will be turned aside. They
will strike, but their sword will be broken.

God will declare this degree. God will send forth His
voice. The Lord will say, "This is my Son, in whom I am well
pleased. The Son, and He alone, will inherit the outcast and
the uttermost parts of the earth. His dominion over the enemy
will be like a rod of iron that cannot be broken. Therefore be
wise and return to the Lord. Seek the favor of the Son, for God
has set him over the earth and over the heavens forever.
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Exploring the Scriptures

August 21t

Psalms 4:1 Hear me when I call, O God of my
righteousness: thou hast enlarged me when I was in distress; have
mercy upon me, and hear my prayer.

God will never have to turn away from you in shame if
you trust Him. Set your heart on the Lord and seek God with
all your being. The Lord has set you apart. God has placed you
in a safe place where only His hand can reach you. The Lord is
the God of compassion and mercy. The Lord hears those who
call on Him.

Stand in awe of God's salvation. Speak here and
abroad what the Lord your God has done for you. Put your
trust in God and allow the Lord to work in you the fruit of
righteousness. Let a longing for eternity come from your heart.
Turn your face toward God and the truth, and the Lord will
save you to the end.

God will show you good and not evil all the days of
your life. God will uplift you with the light of His
countenance. God will turn His face toward you and take
pleasure in your presence. God will put joy in your heart,
more joy than those who bring in the corn harvest or fill the
wine bottles with sweet wine. God will lay you down in peace,
and you will sleep on your bed in safety. The night terrors will
not come near you, nor will the evil one have access to your
dreams.

God will listen to your soft words. Your cry will reach
the Lord even in the silence of the midnight hour. You shall
hear God's voice in the morning, and with the daystar shall
come peace. You will lift your eyes to the sun and rejoice. Your
mouth will open with joy, and you will utter your prayers
from a heart that has seen the face of God.
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A 365 Day Devotional

August 22nd,

Mark 1:41 And Jesus, moved with compassion, put forth his
hand, and touched him, and saith unto him, I will; be thou clean.

The Son came to earth to do the Father's will. This was
His first and primary mission, for He is one with the Father.
What God wills, the Son wills, and what the Father desires, the
Son desires. Christ's passion to accomplish the Father's will
was greater than His passion to save our world. Out of the
Father's will came the Son's love for the lost and needy. His
compassion was but an expression of the same compassion
that God had. Out of the Father's will came the Son's love.

Be like the Son and fix your eyes on God's will. Those
who claim to do God's will and do not have God's compassion
for the needy and hurting have not known God's will. Do not
be like the religious leaders who opposed the Son. They would
have sent a woman home unhealed on the Sabbath while
claiming to be doing God's will. They would have fed their
oxen and donkeys on the Sabbath, ignoring the needs of those
around them and telling them to come back another day. Such
attempts at right living are not of God. They are cruel things
taught by men's own conceited hearts.

Do not teach people that God is a harsh master. There
is often more care and fellowship among those who do not
believe in God than among those who claim to be doing God's
will. Did not the Son show us this when He walked the earth?
He sometimes found more comfort among those who were
called sinners than Christ found among those who professed
to worship God.

The will of the Lord is clean and pure, full of love and
mercy. Evil has corrupted it and made it harsh and
judgmental. The Son has shown us what the Father's will is
and how those who do God's will act and behave. You too will
find in God's will the same heart that the Son expressed.
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Exploring the Scriptures

August 23,

1 Samuel 16:7 But the LORD said unto Samuel, Look not
on his countenance, or on the height of his stature; because I have
refused him: for the LORD seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh
on the outward appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart.

God judges a man's heart and not his outward
appearance. God judges correctly because the heart is the
measure of life and the source from which the issues of life
flow. God is concerned with who you are, not just how you
look. What you are is measured by your heart, not by your
pleasing appearance. Those who have a heart for God are
easily corrected when they make mistakes in their actions.
Those who are far from God cannot see God even when He
rebukes and chastens them. They can only see themselves and
the beauty of their own works.

God focuses on character, on what a man or woman is
like on the inside. A pure heart does not produce both sweet
and bitter water. As long as you are satisfied with half sweet
and half bitter, you are not really seeking God. Even the
enemy can disguise himself as an angel of light, but his heart
is evil and desperately wicked. The bitter part of your heart is
important. The Son was sent to our world not only to increase
the sweet water, but also to remove the bitter. God heals the
heart until the being and the doing are one. Where things are
as they seem.

Do not pretend with God. The Lord has already
searched the heart, and God knows, for this is how God sees
things. Do not fear the wrath of God when you reveal yourself
to Him, for the Lord is humble and lowly of heart, like the
Son, for He is one with the Father. God will give you a new
heart, from which will come good fruit that will fill the whole
earth with food and the fragrance of heaven.
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A 365 Day Devotional

August 24th,

Philippians 2:8 And being found in fashion as a man, he
humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of
the cross.

It took our world a long time to learn the place value of
zero. Even before God laid the foundation of the world, the
Son and the Father knew the suffering that was to come. When
the time was full, the Son laid aside His crown, glory, and
place with the Father in eternity to come to earth. Arriving as a
baby in a manger, the Son went on to the cross where He
embraced death. The Son gave His life for the world, and there
the power of the enemy was broken.

The enemy is proud and arrogant. He lifted himself
above the station where God had placed him to seek a glory
that surpassed God's own. The enemy tried to climb the
mountain where God's throne is, while the Son went down
and not up. God is not like the enemy. The Son became
nothing in order to reach us. God knows the value of
subtraction, even to the place of zero. God came down low
because we could never have climbed up to where God was.

In this, God contrasts himself with the enemy.
Humility is the spirit of God and the spirit that God sent into
the world. The Son is humble and lowly of heart. This is the
Spirit we receive when we become one with God. The
Almighty will teach us the value of zero. Mankind has joined
in rebellion with the enemy and considers its life and works of
great value. We blanch at the thought of reaching zero.

Look at the Son and the journey He took to reach us
and learn from Christ. God will teach the right way, the way
of humility, self-abasement, and service even to the lowest of
our brethren.
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Exploring the Scriptures

August 25th,

Isaiah 40:2 Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto
her, that her warfare is accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned:
for she hath received of the LORD'S hand double for all her sins.

God will speak comfort to His people and to those who
believe in the name of the Lord. God will call to them like a
voice crying out in the wilderness. The desolate and the lonely
place shall not keep the Lord from you. God will prepare the
way for you. God has laid out the path for your feet to tread.
The thorn and the briar shall no more bind you. God will
bring down the mountain that is on your horizon. God will fill
the valley with the rubble of the high places. God will make
the way a level path for your feet. You will no longer stumble
and fall. No longer will you say, "I have no way forward.

Surely the crooked shall be made straight. God will do
this for your sake and to bring you closer to Himself. For God
is not far from you. Nor has God withheld His hand from
moving on your behalf. The glory of God will be revealed
before you. In your time you will say: "My eyes have seen the
coming of the Lord.

God knows your frame. God knows that you were
formed from the dust of the ground. God does not ask of you
what God will not perform. Your strength will fade like the
grass under the scorching sun, but the strength of the Lord
will endure forever. God will uphold you with an everlasting
arm. God will speak and it will be done. God will command
and the mountains will be moved. God the Lord has said this,
and God the Lord will finish what he has planned. His
thoughts for you will surely be fulfilled.
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A 365 Day Devotional

August 26th,

Isaiah 40:9 O Zion, that bringest good tidings, get thee up
into the high mountain; O Jerusalem, that bringest good tidings, lift
up thy voice with strength; lift it up, be not afraid; say unto the cities
of Judah, Behold your God!

God the Lord will come with a mighty hand. God will
reign in your life. The Lord's reward comes with Him, with a
peace that passes all understanding. God will do His work and
no one will tear it down. God will feed you like a sheep
gathered by the shepherd. God will bring you into the flock
and you will find a home under His care. The Lord will carry
the lambs under His arm. God will bring them close to His
bosom where no harm will come to them. God will gently
guide those who are with the young, who carry a burden for
others, and reach out to give as God has given to them.

Behold, the Lord is the God who has measured the
waters of the earth in His hands. God has plumbed the depths
of the bottomless sea. In the heavens above, the Lord has
spread out the stars like a table, like the dust that is sprinkled
on the garden. God understands how majesty is formed, for
they come from the thoughts of the Lord, from the reasons of
His mind. God has brought them to pass. God has spoken, and
they have taken their places in His firmament. God has
weighed the mountains in the scales of His fingers. The Lord
has kept the hills in balance upon His strong arm.

Who was there on earth or in the heavens above who
gave direction to the Spirit? Who was God's counselor when
He formed your inmost parts in the womb? God alone took
counsel, and there was none to instruct Him. God has thought,
and God has done. For the Lord on high has worked, the God
who does not ask for knowledge or seek the understanding of
others. Rejoice and be glad, for God has come near to your
dwelling place.
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Exploring the Scriptures

August 27th,

Isaiah 40:27 Why sayest thou, O Jacob, and speakest, O
Israel, My way is hid from the LORD, and my judgment is passed
over from my God?

The Lord is the God who sits upon the circle of the
earth. Does not God know what will happen to those who
believe in His name? Shall God not draw near to those who
cry out to Him? God has known and God has understood
before the foundations of the world were laid. God has
stretched out the heavens like a veil, like a man stretching out
a large tent in which He intends to dwell. God has come, and
He will not leave without taking care of you.

The princes of the earth who rebel against the Lord,
who speak great, swelling words against those whom God has
loved. The Lord will bring them to nothing. God will call their
speech a vain utterance. They will plant, and the Lord will
uproot them. Their stubble shall not take root in the earth.
Today they will live, but tomorrow they will be gone. God will
blow upon them with an east wind. They will wither like grass
that has not received rain. The whirlwind will come, a strong
wind from the west, and they will be blown away until their
place is no longer remembered.

Lift up your eyes to the Lord, the Holy One who
created all things. Has God forgotten you? Have the thick
clouds hidden your face from Him? God will remember you.
God has promised, and He has not departed from the work of
His hands. The Lord is the Eternal, who never faints. God
gives strength to the weary. The Lord gives endurance to the
young. They shall not fail completely. God has come to renew
your strength, to lift your soul to the heavens. God will give
you wings to soar above the storm. You shall run with the
mighty and not be weary. You will walk with the lowly and
you will not faint. The Lord shall be with you.
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A 365 Day Devotional

August 28th,

Psalms 28:1 Unto thee will I cry, O LORD my rock; be not
silent to me: lest, if thou be silent to me, I become like them that go
down into the pit.

You have asked, and God has answered. Behold, the
Lord will hear your supplications. God will draw near to you
when you lift up your hands to His sanctuaries. God will keep
you from the evil ways and from those who seek after evil
imaginations. God will speak peaceably to your heart. The
Lord will make peace between you and your neighbor. Those
who have imagined evil against you shall utterly fail and fall
by their own snare.

God will give you according to your faith, according to
the portion you have given into His hands. You will see the
fear that will come upon the earth, but it will not come near
your dwelling place. Bless the name of the Lord. Lift up your
voice in worship and praise for the great things that God has
done.

The Lord is your strength and your shield against evil.
Put all your trust in God, for he will not fail you. Though the
ends of the earth tremble, though the mountains shake and the
valleys roar, the danger you see with your eyes will not harm
you. Let your heart be glad in the day of trouble. On the day
when the stars are wrapped in thick clouds, fear not, for God
has not forgotten you.

Let your song be sung again. Raise your voice again to
the high mountains. Say with a loud voice, "The Lord is my
strength and my hope. He has anointed my head with
everlasting joy, with the gladness of a pure heart."

God will save my people. The Lord will bless their
inheritance forever. God will feed them when they hunger,
and the Lord will bring them into His everlasting dwellings.
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Exploring the Scriptures

August 29th,

Psalms 29:2 Give unto the LORD the glory due unto his
name; worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.

O ye mighty of the earth, give glory and honor to God,
the Lord of hosts. For without the Lord you are nothing. God
has given, and no one has blessed what the Lord has taken
away. O ye lowly of heart, lift up your faces to heaven; for
power and might are the Lord's. He gives to whom He will.
The Lord does not withhold from those who seek His face.

God's voice is upon many waters. His glory thunders
in the heavens above and in the firmament below. God has
created with great cunning. The Lord has formed many
mighty things under the waters of the sea. God breaks the
cedars on the hillsides. God brings the mighty oaks to the
ground. The LORD is the God who makes those who trust in
him leap like calves in the valley, who shout like the mighty
eagle that has found its nest on the heights.

Praise the great name of God. Speak of the majesty of
the Lord in the secret places. Cry out to the Lord and He will
heal you. God will bring you health and hope, though the
waters rise around you, though many waters seek your life.
God, and God alone, will hold back the pestilence and hold
back the death that comes near your door. Sing to the Lord a
new song and give thanks in remembrance of His holiness.
God alone has done mighty works, for which the mountains
praise his name.

The wrath of the Lord is but a moment. Though God
be displeased, your weeping shall pass away with the night.
The Lord will not withhold His hand forever. Your joy will
return with the rising of the sun. You shall find the prosperity
of the Lord and shall never be moved. God has not hidden His
face from you when you were in distress. God will hear and
have mercy on you.
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A 365 Day Devotional

August 30th,

Psalms 31:3 For thou art my rock and my fortress; therefore
for thy name's sake lead me, and guide me.

Those who trust in the Lord will not be ashamed. God
will deliver them with His righteousness. God will incline His
ear to hear their cry. God will be a strong rock for them. They
will run to the Lord and find refuge from trouble. Though an
army will rise against them to utterly destroy their dwelling
place, the Lord God will be their defense. The Lord will
deliver them from many enemies.

God will pull them out of the net into which they have
fallen. God will be their strong arm, even for those who
commit their spirits to Him. God will deliver them from the
evil one, from the hand of the devourer. God will save them,
for God is the Lord God, who speaks with truth and
righteousness.

God will bring judgment on those who speak lies
against you. Do not rise up and seek vengeance, for the Lord
of hosts will judge righteously. The Lord will bring joy and
mercy to the tenderhearted, to those who have fallen by the
hand of the adversary. He has sought out the broken and the
crushed in heart to destroy them, to put an end to their hope
in the Lord. God will silence the enemy in the bowels of the
earth. Whoever touches those whom the Lord loves will not be
innocent on the day of judgment.

God will set the feet of those who follow Him in a great
place. God will give them a land to walk in that will reach to
the eternal dwellings. God will have mercy on those who are
consumed with grief, on those who have spent their years in
sighing. Though their bones and their strength are consumed,
God will not leave them in the hands of the enemy. God has
heard the slander and seen the fear, but the Lord will save to
the end. God will bind and no one will tear asunder.
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Exploring the Scriptures

August 31st.

Psalms 32:2 Blessed is the man unto whom the LORD
imputeth not iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no guile.

God has approached those who suffer in silence. God
has listened to those whose bones have grown brittle from
their shouting day and night. God has brought rain to those
whose strength has dried up like a drought in the summer
heat.

God has turned his face toward those who have
acknowledged their sin, toward those who have not hidden
their transgressions from the Lord. For the Lord is the God
who heals, who forgives the great and the small. There is none
among us who has not fallen, who has not been under the
power of the enemy. With great hatred he has oppressed us.
With chains he has bound us to his place, but God has come to
release the captive, to set free the prisoner who has been taken
captive by lies. Surely the mighty floods of the earth will no
longer destroy, nor will the great waters consume what the
heart of God has chosen to love.

Speak to the Lord in truth, and do not hide your heart
from God in the day of trouble. Do not say, "The Lord has
forsaken us. The Lord has left us to our shame."

For God will come quickly. The Lord will come with a
mighty arm to save. The Lord will come to destroy evil, not
the fallen and the broken heart. The Lord will come to renew
and to restore. The Lord will come to give and not to take
away. The Lord will instruct and teach you the way your feet
shall walk. God will guide you with His eyes. You will no
longer be like a horse or a mule with a bit in its mouth that
lacks understanding. You will be the Lord's and He will be
yours, forever. Therefore, be glad and rejoice, for your joy will
be full.
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A 365 Day Devotional

September 1st.

Isaiah 41:1 Keep silence before me, O islands; and let the
people renew their strength: let them come near; then let them speak:
let us come near together to judgment.

God has called the righteous. God has given His
strength to the humble. God has set His chosen ones over the
nations and given them the kingdom over the kings. God has
made for them a sword out of the ground they have trodden.
God has made a bow out of the stubble that was driven before
them. They have passed over safely from those who rushed in.

Who has wrought and done this? What has called the
generations from the beginning to the end? It is not God the
Lord, the first and the last. The Lord is the One. The islands
have seen the works of his hands and have trembled. The ends
of the earth have come together at his command. You are His
servant, the seed of Jacob whom God has chosen. You shall be
called the children of Abraham, you who have believed in the
name of the Lord.

Fear not, for God is with you. Though terror walk in
the night, and the dismay of men in the noonday. Be
comforted, O people, you who have trusted in your God. The
Lord will strengthen the feeble hands and help you. God will
not cast you away forever, for He has called you His own.

All those who are indignant because your God has
helped you will be ashamed and confounded. Their mighty
words will come to nothing. They will fight against you, but
they themselves will perish. You will seek the Lord and find
him. For God is the Lord your God, who will hold your right
hand forever. Though you are counted as a worm, yet God has
loved you. The Lord will help you. God will come to your aid
in times of trouble. The Lord is your Redeemer, the Holy One
of Israel.
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Exploring the Scriptures

September 2nd,

Isaiah 41:18 I will open rivers in high places, and fountains
in the midst of the valleys: 1 will make the wilderness a pool of water,
and the dry land springs of water.

The poor and needy seek water. If there is none, God
will quench their thirst. God, the Lord God, will not forsake
them. God will open the rivers. The Lord will command the
waters to rush down from the high mountains. The LORD will
cause fountains to spring up in the desert places. In the
wilderness, where the wild beast dwells, he will make pools of
water to fill your water bottles.

God will cause food to grow among the cedars and the
myrtles. The olive tree will not wither. The fir tree and the oak
will spring up together in the waste places. God will do this to
show you his strong arm and his great love for you. God will
do this to show His works to the earth, that they may see with
their eyes, and ponder with their thoughts, and understand
together that God's hand has done this. God, the Holy One of
Israel, has visited them.

The Lord will ask those who do not know His name.
Why have you turned away from the Lord? Why have you
raised thoughts in your mind to banish the Lord from you?
Give God your best reasons, even your best arguments. What
blessings have you found outside of God's care? Have you not
come to nothing in pursuing your own interests? Have the
gods you looked to for help helped you?

Seek the Lord instead. Call on the name of the Lord, for
He is the God who answers from the heavens. The Lord draws
near to hear the cry of the afflicted, even to those who humble
themselves before Him. God has declared the matter from the
beginning, that you may know the value of His counsel. God
alone is righteous. God alone can bring honor to the earth.
God alone can do this and call it done forever.
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A 365 Day Devotional

September 3rd.

Isaiah 42:13 The LORD shall go forth as a mighty man, he
shall stir up jealousy like a man of war: he shall cry, yea, roar; he
shall prevail against his enemies.

Sing to the Lord a new song, for He is the Lord your
God. Let the wild places and the inhabited cities worship the
LORD, for He is worthy of their praise. Let those who live in
the high places shout for joy. Let them say, "The Lord God
reigns over the whole earth. Let those who go down into the
sea in ships console themselves, saying, "Our God has long
held His peace, but now He will lay waste the mountains and
the high hills.

Surely God will lead the blind in a way where their feet
have not gone before. God will lead them into paths that their
eyes have not seen. The Lord will make the dark places light
for them. The Lord will make the crooked straight. God will
do this, and He will not fail them. See the face of the Lord and
live. Shall not the blind see and the deaf hear? Shall they not
say, "The Lord God lives forever and ever. He has done great
and mighty things.

God will be pleased with the works of His hands, for
He moves in righteousness, and the Lord forms with the
strength of His fingers that move upon the earth. The people
have been robbed, they have been oppressed by the enemy,
and the Lord has gone out to war like a mighty man. God has
raised the sword against evil. God has smitten and destroyed.
God has kept alive the humble and the broken, the voiceless
and those who draw near to the Almighty. God has not dealt
in snares. The Lord has not taken away, but has given again.
The Lord has not corrupted nor broken the lowly. God has
blessed and exalted forever. The Lord has called you and
chosen you to believe in Him and to trust in the Lord with all
your heart.
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Exploring the Scriptures

September 4th,

Isaiah 43:2 When thou passest through the waters, I will be
with thee; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when
thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall
the flame kindle upon thee.

God created you, so do not be afraid, for the Lord has
redeemed you from the evil one. God has called you by His
name. God has said to the heavens above and to the earth
below that you are His. God is the Lord your God, the Holy
One of Israel, your Savior. You are precious in His sight.
Therefore you shall have a place of honor in the heart of the
Lord. Because God loved you, He paid a ransom for you,
Egypt and Ethiopia, even His only begotten Son, who gave
His life for you.

Do not be afraid. God will be with you. God will bring
together your children from the east and the west. God will
make peace in your house and not war. The Lord will gather
you in one place and you will find God in the center of your
house. God will say to the north, Give back what you have
taken, and to the south, Do not withhold. Give up the sons
and daughters who have been lost, and let them return to their
rightful land, even to the fertile plains of Judea. Let the blind
be healed and the lame receive their strength. Let them say,
"The Lord has visited us, even Jehovah our God.

Let all nations be gathered together in peace. Let there
be no more war. Let men hammer their swords into
plowshares and their arrows into pruning hooks. Let the
nations come together and worship the Most High God who
created them. Let them walk through fire, even through a
burning land, as they return to their homes. Let nothing harm
them, and let no evil come to their dwellings by night. Let
them be a witness to the great name of the Lord, forever and
ever.
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A 365 Day Devotional

September 5th,

Isaiah 43:19 Behold, I will do a new thing; now it shall
spring forth; shall ye not know it? I will even make a way in the
wilderness, and rivers in the desert.

You are God's witnesses of the mighty works that He
has done. You are the Lord's servants, His chosen ones. God
has called you to know Him and believe in Him. God has
given you to understand that He is the Holy God who is like
no other. No god has been made before the Lord, nor will
there be any after Him. God is He, the Lord alone. There is no
other savior besides Him.

God has declared the degrees of righteousness. God
has spoken and saved with the words of His mouth. God has
shown you holy things. Even before the dawn of the day, the
Lord was. There is none that can deliver out of His hand. The
Lord takes captives, and there is no one who can escape His
presence. The Lord works, and no one can tear down what he
has built.

God makes a way in the sea and a path through the
mighty waters. You will pass over in safety, and no one will
raise his hand to destroy you. God will bring forth the chariot
and the horse with their mighty hosts. They have done you
great harm, but God will make them lie down at your feet.
They will never again rise up against you in war. God the
Lord has spoken, and no one can speak against His judgments.

God will do a new work. It will spring up, and you will
see what the Lord has done. Even the beast of the field will
honor the Lord. The owls and the lions will be silent and will
no longer bother you. God has formed you for himself, for his
own good pleasure. Call upon the Lord in the day of trouble.
God will remember that He has blotted out your
transgressions for His own sake. God will remember your sins
no more.
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Exploring the Scriptures

September 6th.

Proverbs 8:1 Doth not wisdom cry? and understanding put
forth her voice?

By wisdom God created the worlds. Out of God's mind
came the design for everything you see in creation. God is
greater than your thoughts, but His thoughts have left a record
of where God has been. This is the testimony that all created
things bear. They proclaim the path that God has taken, and
that is their wisdom. Do not worship what you see, but
worship the Lord who thought carefully about how to set the
worlds in motion.

This is the wisdom that is available to all, to everyone,
no matter what their station in life. God's creation is there to
speak for the Lord, to begin the conversation that God would
have with humanity. Wisdom stands on the high places of the
earth. She has set up her shop in every corner of the world.
She cries at the gate of the city, at the entrance of every door.

Wisdom cries to all men, she lifts her voice to the sons
of men. Learn from me. Study me, for I will give
understanding to the simple. She speaks of excellent things, of
mysteries, of treasures hidden in the snow. The opening of her
lips reveals the secrets of God's thoughts, how He has brought
into being the inmost parts of the earth. Out of her mouth she
speaks the truth, for her record is His true. No evil passes her

lips. She bears a true and intimate testimony of the works of
God's hands.

Wisdom is better than a treasure house full of rubies.
To understand the ways of the Lord is a wealth that surpasses
the collection of choice gold. To find wisdom is to dwell in a
good land, for there the fear of God has no terror. God has
done, and God has spoken, and has left the record for all to see
and to understand.
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A 365 Day Devotional

September 7th,

Proverbs 8:11 For wisdom is better than rubies; and all the
things that may be desired are not to be compared to it.

Go outside and see what God's hands have made, the
trees, the stars, the sweep of the galaxies, and the forests so
full of life. There you will learn of the Lord, and you will learn
the proper place of fear in your life. You will learn to honor
God without the fear that haunts the fear taught by the enemy.
The fear of God teaches you to hate pride, arrogance, and the
loud mouth. You will learn silence and humility among God's
creatures and God's creation. This is wisdom.

By wisdom the rulers and princes of the world make
right judgments. Wisdom lays up treasures in your heart that
surpass the treasures of gold and precious silver. Through
wisdom you will learn the meaning of justice and the right
paths that judgment should take. Wisdom was with God from
the beginning. Before the depths of the ocean were formed,
wisdom was there when God thought out what He would do
and bring to pass what He wished. Before the mountains
threw their craggy heights toward the sky, wisdom was there,
for wisdom is the record of God's thoughts.

When God prepared the heavens for the stars and set a
compass on the face of the deep, wisdom was with the Lord.
When God commanded the seas to stop at the shore, Wisdom
was God's daily delight as she saw how well His thoughts
worked and what beauty was brought forth from His
intentions. Wisdom rejoiced with God in the existence of the
habitable places of the earth, in the glory of man's creation.
Whoever finds wisdom finds life and earns God's favor. Seek
wisdom earnestly, and study the uttermost parts of the earth
with diligence.
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Exploring the Scriptures

September 8th,

Proverbs 9:1 Wisdom hath builded her house, she hath hewn
out her seven pillars:

From God's creation, you will learn caution and
patience. Do not be quick to correct a person who does not
want correction. Instead, wait for those who want to improve
before you give advice. Even then, temper your remarks with
caution, emphasizing that this is your experience and this is
what worked best for you. Share your knowledge only with
those who seek it, and listen to their stories in return. Together
you can both grow in learning and wisdom.

Seek to live in peace with your parents, for they are the
root from which you sprang. Do not think of yourself as better
than they are. Do not try to teach them their mistakes, for you
are likely to make your own. The Lord has often been
criticized for this and asked why He did not create a world in
which no one could make mistakes. Do not be too quick to
judge God, for mistakes are part of what makes you human
and part of the Lord's creation. You are beautiful as you are,
not in some vision of perfection that your own mind would
teach you. Learn to trust and fear God in this.

The treasures you seek to acquire by defying the way
God designed the world will ultimately gain you nothing. A
life based on who you were meant to be is the only life worth
living. Seek to find out how God made you. Ask the deep
questions, for the wisdom of God's mind does not float on the
surface of things. God will not let you lack answers if you seek
to know Him. Folly is to question how God designed you and
the world around you.
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A 365 Day Devotional

September 9th.

Proverbs 9:4,5 Whoso is simple, let him turn in hither: as
for him that wanteth understanding, she saith to him, Come, eat of
my bread, and drink of the wine which I have mingled.

Everywhere you look, God's creatures are busy doing
the work for which they were made. Birds sing in the morning
and raise their young in the spring. Squirrels scurry about
storing food for the coming winter. Lions hunt their prey with
great care and diligence. Learn from God's creatures, for that
is wisdom. You, too, have been designed for a specific role in
life. Seek to learn what that might be. What are your interests?
What brings you joy? What comes easily to you? Do this and
you will live well.

Strike while the opportunity is there. Do not waste the
hours in doubt and indecision. Do not sleep away the harvest
season thinking of anything but how best to bring in the grain
from the fields. Those who find their place for which God has
equipped them will prosper and dwell in peace among their
fellows. The unproductive life is the one who fights against the
Lord and resists His thoughts for them. Such a person will be
tempted to use violence to satisfy his hunger or to tear down
those around him who are prospering.

The memory of those who have lived according to
God's plan is a pleasant thing. They leave behind the fruits of a
bountiful life that has greatly blessed others. Those who refuse
to submit to God's thoughts for them will not be able to hide
their foolish ways from the eyes of others. They will leave a
bitter legacy of cunning and deceit.

The rich man's wealth lies in his willingness to pay
attention to God's ways. The root of poverty is an
unwillingness to learn from the world around you. This is
what makes a man or woman poor, not the lack of gold they
hold in their hands.
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September 10th,

Proverbs 1:5 A wise man will hear, and will increase
learning; and a man of understanding shall attain unto wise
counsels:

Do not be a person who is known for the multitude of
words that come out of his mouth. Such a well will always
produce much impurity. Practice speaking the truth, not just
your thoughts. Be very careful with your words, for they can
wound and they can heal. Your thoughts are of little value
unless they are based on what God has already thought. For
the thoughts of the Lord are much higher than yours, and you
will never be able to outthink God. Nor will you get very far
by trying to find error in God's reasoning. That is arguing with
the Lord, and it will produce a veritable stream of nonsense
that benefits no one.

Be honest with people. Tell them what you think is
the right way to go, the way God thinks, not the way they
want you to go. Winning people's favor by giving in to them
when your heart believes otherwise will make you a liar. You
will become a false person of little value to yourself or others.
The lips of a person who speaks the truth spit out precious
silver. Their words have great value and feed the hungry soul.
This is the blessing God gives to those who agree with Him.
God's blessing does not leave a bitter aftertaste, as the pursuit
of temporary praise from men will do for you.

Humbling yourself and fearing God's thoughts will
open your life to greater wisdom. You will see further than
others. Your soul will be enriched. The foolish fears of your
world will no longer plague you. The whirlwind will not
overthrow you. God will lay an everlasting foundation under
your life. God will prolong your days, while He will shorten
the days of those who fight against His thoughts. Seek the
Lord, and you shall find strength. You shall not fall into
destruction.
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September 11th,

Psalms 33:1 Rejoice in the LORD, O ye righteous: for praise
is comely for the upright.

Sing a new song to the Lord. Play your instrument
with skill and vigor. Tell the world of the works that God has
done, for they are all right. All the works of God have been
done on the basis of truth and justice. The whole earth is full
of the Lord's goodness. The record is clear and open for all to
see.

God has gathered the waters of the sea into their
places. God has stored them in a deep vessel. Tell the whole
earth to walk in the ways of the Lord and to think His
thoughts. For God has spoken His thoughts, and they have
been accomplished. God has commanded what was in His
mind to come forth, and they have been established on the
earth and in the heavens above you.

Blessed are the nations that worship the Lord, and
blessed are the people who have chosen to gather their
wisdom from the world of God. The Lord looks down from
the heavens and watches the sons of men. God watches them
and waits for anyone who will set his thoughts on God and
His ways. God has shown no favor to the small or the great.
God has given them all the choice of following Him and
acquiring the wisdom that He gives.

The king is not great because of his power, but because
of his submission to God's thoughts. A mighty man is not
saved by great strength, which can easily be wasted in
foolishness, but a mighty man prospers when he thinks like
God. A horse is a vain thing when danger threatens. His swift
flight will not save you. What you need is God's favor. The
Lord is willing and able to help those who will put their trust
in what God shows them, in the way that God will instruct
them by what God has already done.
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September 12th,

Psalms 34:2 My soul shall make her boast in the LORD: the
humble shall hear thereof, and be glad.

Bless God's thoughts always, and let the praise of
God's works always be in your mouth. Gather those around
you and glorify the Lord. Magnify God's name with others.
Let the world know where you stand on God and His ways.

Seek God and you will find Him. Talk to the Lord and
He will listen. Learn to fear God's words, and the Lord will
deliver you from the foolish terrors that torment you. Look
upon the Lord, and your burden shall be lightened; your face
shall never suffer shame. Cry out to God from your poverty,
and He will supply your needs. God will give you wisdom
that surpasses the value of precious pearls. God's angels will
be sent to encamp around you. Their protection will exceed
the power of riches and the strength of the warrior that money
can buy.

The young lions of the earth are starving, but those
who seek God will never lack for anything good. Come as
children. Sit at the feet of the Lord, ready to learn the lesson of
a child. If you desire a full life, a life of purpose and meaning,
God is the only one who can teach you. The Lord will teach
you to speak the truth. God's truth begins with His creation.
To turn from evil is to forsake your own thoughts, the
thoughts that seem wiser to you than the things God has set in
motion around you.

God draws near to the teachable spirit who is eager to
learn His ways. God saves those who humble themselves and
learn at His feet. God has not removed tribulation from your
world, but God protects those who trust in Him from
destruction. You will not be completely removed from the
earth until God is finished with you. In this you can stand firm
and speak with great confidence.
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September 13th,

Psalms 36:5 Thy mercy, O LORD, is in the heavens; and
thy faithfulness reacheth unto the clouds.

God's righteousness is as the highest mountains, and
God's judgments are deeper than the deepest oceans. God's
wisdom sustains man and beast. God's lovingkindness is like
no other, and under God's wings the children of men find safe
shelter. Those who put their trust in the Lord are never
disappointed. They find in God's thoughts the food of life and
the waters to quench their thirst. In the Lord, and in Him
alone, are found the joys of an abundant life.

For God is a fountain of life that springs forth from
eternity and has no end, neither in our world nor in heaven.
Do not lift up your heart in pride against the Lord, or set your
own thoughts above His. Do not worry about those who rebel
against the Lord and seek their own ways. God allows them to
live because God seeks to restore them. They cut themselves
off from the source of life and will slowly wither and die like
the fallen grass of the field. Do not hasten their demise or seek
to imitate their brief prosperity. God's life in them does not die
easily, even though they have turned their hearts away from
the Lord.

Rejoice in God and you will grow stronger and
stronger in your soul and spirit. Your body may perish, but
you will never die if you trust in the Son. Commit the results
of your decisions to the Lord. Allow God to bring to pass what
He has promised. The Lord is your strength and your God.
Rest in confidence in God's plans for you. Forsake anger and
wrath. Do not rage against the injustices you see around you.
The meek shall have access to the world around them. They
will speak and others will listen. They will not be ashamed in
an evil day. In the day of famine, they will have an abundance
to share with others.
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September 14th,

Psalms 39:5 Behold, thou hast made my days as an
handbreadth; and mine age is as nothing before thee: verily every
man at his best state is altogether vanity. Selah.

God has spoken the truth to you. God did not hide the
end of your years on earth. God has told you the
impermanence of all things made from the dust of the ground.
You will not live forever in our world, for you were not made
for the earth. God has other plans for you, better plans, much
better plans than an endless life among the fallen treasures of
our universe. Do not be troubled by what God has told you.
Do not allow your heart to despair. Trust the Lord and trust
His plans for you. God will not fail you. The purpose to which
God is leading you is of far greater value than anything you
can imagine with the limited knowledge you have gained on
earth.

When you see the world that God has prepared, you
will stand like a man who is dumb and unable to speak. When
you see the end to which God's reproofs were directed, you
will never regret the beauty that was taken from you. God will
hear your prayer and listen to your cry. The answer is what
you don't expect. God has made you a sojourner on our earth
for a reason. Like your fathers before you, God will take you
with Him to a much better place.

God will give you the strength you need for the
journey. God will not take away your hope completely. The
valley of the shadow of death shall not destroy you. Wait
patiently on the Lord. God moves with care and great caution,
for He is preparing a beautiful thing that will be beyond your
wildest imagination. You will look back and know that God
brought you out of a terrible pit, out of a world of clay. You
will see on that day that God has set your feet on a rock that
cannot be moved. God has given you eternal life and has
completely established your ways.
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September 15t.

Psalms 42:1 As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so
panteth my soul after thee, O God.

The day is coming when you will see God face to face.
The Lord is the end of your spiritual hunger and thirst. Even
now, God is what hides behind every shadow. God is the true
definition of your desires. The created things of your world
were never meant to satisfy. They are there as testimonies and
guideposts pointing to the Lord. The enemy tortures you with
his endless questions. Every tear and every unfulfilled desire
is used against you.

"Where is your God?" he asks.

The truth is that God created the temporal world to
make you desire more. Earthly things, the sun, the moon, the
stars, and even great riches can never be what God is to you.
Remember these things and pour out your soul to the Lord.
Gather the believers around you and visit the house of God
together. Go to the assembly with joy and with praise on your
lips.

Together cry out to God and say: "Why are you
afflicted, O my soul? Why are you troubled in me? Hope in
your God, for one day I shall see him who is the salvation of
my soul."

The things that God's hand has made call you even
deeper. The waves and billows of the storm are removing the
anchors and ropes from the shore and preparing you to cast
off into the vast unknown that is the heart of God. God the
Lord will command you and guide you forever. God will be
your song in the night, your prayer that was always on your
lips. God has not forgotten you. In your mourning and in your
pain, God has not left you without hope. For the Lord will
come for you. Though He tarries long, He will come quickly.

261



Exploring the Scriptures

September 16t.

Isaiah 44:3 For 1 will pour water upon him that is thirsty,
and floods upon the dry ground: I will pour my spirit upon thy seed,
and my blessing upon thine offspring.

Listen to God's voice and the passion of God's heart,
for He has chosen you for Himself. It was God who formed
you in your mother's womb. Do not be afraid or close your
heart to the call of the Spirit. God will cause the grass to spring
up and fill the barren spaces of your soul. God will cause
willows to grow from the rocky riverbanks.

You will say to your neighbor and friend, "Truly, the
Lord is with me. The Great One has become my beloved.

God is the first and the last. There is no other god
besides Him. The Lord is your Savior and not your enemy.
There is no one like God who can call forth a thing and fill the
void with fullness. The Lord is the God of what has come and
what is to come.

Do not fear the unknown. Has not God told you many
times that He lives in eternity and that there is no good that is
hidden from Him? God will take you by the hand into a land
you do not know. God will welcome you into a home you
have never seen. God will fill you to overflowing.

Observe the workmen who labor around you. One is
building a house, measuring the foundation with cord and
line. Another cuts down the oaks and shapes the logs with
care. So God is the builder who is building a house beyond
compare. God has labored with great passion and vision,
bringing together the many into one. God has been the smith
with his tongs, plucking the iron from the fire. God has pulled
you out of bondage to the enemy and set you on a journey that
will take your heart home to heaven.
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September 17th,

Isaiah 44:22 I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy
transgressions, and, as a cloud, thy sins: return unto me; for I have
redeemed thee.

Let the heavens above sing and the earth below rejoice,
for God has done great things in our world. Let the lower
parts of the earth raise a great shout, for God has visited the
oppressed and has been a friend to the broken-hearted. God
has taken the darkest stain of sin that the enemy poured out of
his bitterness and washed that stain whiter than snow. God
has glorified Himself in the Son, who took the form of a man
and by His life killed the power of the enemy.

Should not the mountains of the earth sing for joy?
Should not every tree shake and lift up its branches in
triumph? For the God who created them has triumphed over
His enemy. The Eternal has won the victory over the old
enemy. God has reclaimed the earth, for God did not redeem it
with gold or silver or with the edge of the sword, but with the
precious blood of the Son. God has reclaimed Israel, and the
ends of the earth have become His domain. God has gone to
war and has overcome without spear or arrow from His
mouth.

The Lord is the Good Shepherd and does all things
according to His good pleasure. This is the joy of the Lord, to
redeem Jerusalem, to bring back what was lost, to repair the
breach that was broken. God gives sight to the blind. God
releases the captive and heals the broken wing of the eagle.
God the Lord has done this because His joy is in liberty, and
His happiness is complete in His salvation. Surely God will
rebuild the desolate places and restore the lost who have
strayed far from Him. God, the Lord God, has done this and
will do it again.
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September 18th,

Isaiah 45:5 1 am the LORD, and there is none else, there is
no God beside me: I girded thee, though thou hast not known me.

This is what God says to you, His anointed. God, the
Lord, holds your right hand and will subdue the adversary
who stands in your way. God will cause the goodwill of kings
to favor you. God will open before you the gates that are
barred and locked. God will break the locks of brass and open
them wide for your passage. God will make smooth the way
for your feet and straighten out the snares. You will no longer
walk for miles to nowhere. Each step will now take you higher
and closer to God's throne.

God will give you the treasures dug out of the caves of
the earth. God will bring to you the riches found in secret
places. God will do this so that you may know that He is the
Lord your God, the One who called you by your name. God is
the Ancient One, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

God has spread His glory from the rising of the sun to
the ends of the earth. There is no god like Him, who formed
the light and created the darkness. God makes peace in the
hearts of those who love him, and creates darkness to hide the
evil deeds of men from your sight. The Lord God does these
things.

Therefore God has commanded and spoken. Sound the
trumpet, O heavens, and worship your Creator. Let the
heavens pour out righteousness, and let the earth be filled
with abundance and joy. Woe to him who fights with his
Creator, who thinks thoughts against the Most High God.
Surely they will come to nothing, as the evil conceived by the
enemy has come to nothing. God has washed and purified.
God, the Lord, has done this forever.
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September 19,

Isaiah 45:22 Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of
the earth: for I am God, and there is none else.

The enemy has been brought low, his idols cast down
from their high places, to be broken at the feet of the beasts.
He was an evil master, a binder of souls to his wicked plans,
but his bars have been broken and his voice put to shame.
Those who bowed under his heavy burdens now walk
upright. Those who could not break their chains have had
them removed. The prisons are empty and the cellars of the pit
have been opened. The sun shines where terror once was, and
the desolate places are covered with the grass of the hills.

Hear the LORD, O house of Jacob, and remember what
God has said to all who believe in His name. The Lord was the
God who brought you forth from Himself. God has carried
you as a mother carries her young in her womb. He is your
God from your youth to your old age. The Lord has called you
and chosen you and will carry you home.

To what will you compare the Lord? Who compares
himself to God, who builds the worlds with wisdom and
power? Yet we think thoughts that are not God's thoughts. We
seek paths where God has not walked. We set our face toward
a city that God did not build. Will our wisdom save us? Will
the gold in our purse buy us the joy of salvation? Remember
this, and think manly thoughts. You are but dust, and you
breathe the breath of God. Without the Lord you are nothing.

Return to the Lord, the God of Jacob, the Eternal, who
has redeemed Zion. Remember the works of the Lord, for he is
God. There is no other. God declares the end from the
beginning. His counsel shall surely stand, and God will do
what is in His good pleasure. Come again, and do not be idle
while the hour of the Lord's coming draws near.
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September 20th,

Isaiah 48:17 Thus saith the LORD, thy Redeemer, the Holy
One of Israel; I am the LORD thy God which teacheth thee to profit,
which leadeth thee by the way that thou shouldest go.

Draw near to God and hear what He has to say. God
has not spoken of these things in secret from the beginning.
From the time God conceived them, He brought them into the
open. Now God has revealed them openly through the Spirit
who speaks to all who believe in the Lord.

Let the islands of the sea hear again what God has said
and done. God called you from the womb. God has chosen
you from the prisoners of the earth. God has glorified himself
by the works of his hands. You are God's servant, and He has
not labored in vain to redeem you.

This is the acceptable time to hear the voice of God.
Those who will hear may draw near and receive God's words
into their hearts. The Lord will protect them from the evil one.
The Lord will place them at His right hand forever. God will
build what no one can destroy. God will establish you on the
earth itself, to inhabit the desolate places of your world.

God will speak to the captives and call them out of
darkness. God will feed the lambs that are hungry by their
mothers' sides. God will lead the flock into green pastures.
Those who are under God's care will never hunger or thirst.
God will have mercy on the forgotten and will remember your
transgressions no more. God will remove your sins from the
east to the west, and they will no longer meet the Lord. The
heat of the sun will beat down on you no more. God will
prepare a pass through the mountains, a road that you can
climb with ease. God will remove the rocks and protect you
from the landslides. The sudden dangers will no longer come
upon you. From the north and from the south God will call
forth the promises, for the Lord is your God forever.

266



A 365 Day Devotional

September 21t

Proverbs 1:3 To receive the instruction of wisdom, justice,
and judgment, and equity.

A false measure is an abomination to the Lord, but to
give a true weight is God's delight. All things written in God's
universe are true. They are the way things really are because
they are the way God created them. To falsify reality, to say
that what happened did not happen, is to use a false measure
by which to live your life.

God is the healer of your illnesses, but God does not
heal imaginary illnesses. You should admit your sicknesses
before the Lord heals them. Be honest with God. Tell the Lord
and others the truth about what is happening in your life and
in your body. God already knows the truth about you, but
God wants you to face it yourself. You will not tell God
anything He does not already know. Your wholeness will not
be hindered by the truth. Becoming whole is made impossible
by living lies.

Just as the blood of the Son does not wash away
imaginary sins. To call wrong by any other name, to soften the
blow, is to give a false measure. In forgiveness, God calls us
not to excuse the wrongs of others or to say that they did not
really hurt you. God's forgiveness and your forgiveness are
measured by the same standard. God forgives real sins, and
you are called to forgive the real sins of others.

To exalt yourself will lead you into the path of shame.
Be lowly and humble. Be willing to admit the weakness and
wrongness of your own life. God rejoices in this, not in the
wrongness, but in your heart, in your willingness to walk in
the truth. That integrity will guide you. It is the door to the
right paths of life. Deception and denial of reality to make
yourself appear better in the eyes of men will only destroy
your soul and corrupt your heart. This is a perfect and
righteous heart to speak and live what is the truth.

267



Exploring the Scriptures

September 22nd.

Proverbs 1:4 To give subtilty to the simple, to the young
man knowledge and discretion.

He who despises his neighbor has no wisdom at all.
How can you despise the works of God's hand, for the
Almighty has formed your neighbor as God has formed you.
God has made you both in His image. Withdraw your heart
from judgment and leave your neighbor in God's care. Your
neighbor is the Lord's servant, not yours. You did not make
your neighbor, nor can you change him. The only power God
has given you to change others is to love them. If you do not
love people, leave them alone. It is better to pray for love than
to pray for discernment of evil.

Without love, you will reveal the secrets of those
around you, and you will destroy them. A faithful servant of
the Lord works to cover up the wrong he sees in others,
hoping that the evil will be repented of before more damage is
done.

Seek the counsel of others and live openly before them.
Not all things can be revealed to all people, but do not walk
alone in the world. Someone should be able to see into your
heart. There is safety in close friends. Otherwise, you will open
yourself to strangers and ensnare yourself by giving them
what does not belong in their confidence. Such will betray you
and leave you wounded in soul and often in body. To be
strong is not to stand alone, but to stand with those who can
be trusted. This is how rich men keep their riches, and women
who are kind to their own households keep their honor.

Do not be cruel to those under your care, for in this
you will do an evil work and destroy yourself. Deal kindly
with those who lean on you, and in the days to come you will
have a buffer around you against the onslaught of evil. Seek
not your own good, but the good of others. In this you will
find life and not lose it.
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September 234,

Proverbs 1:6 To understand a proverb, and the
interpretation; the words of the wise, and their dark sayings.

Unity binds kindred hearts, and men are made strong
by standing shoulder to shoulder. But the wicked cannot
borrow from the good. Joining hands with those who do evil
will not strengthen your position. Beauty is also from the
Lord, for He made all things beautiful in their time. But beauty
will no longer please if evil dwells in beautiful places.

There is a secret that God has written in His creation.
There is something that is scattered and yet increases. You see
this when the spring buds release their seeds to the wind,
which float to distant places where they take root. In the same
way, there is a tendency in the heart of man to hold back what
should be released, and this leads to poverty and not to
abundance. Learn to let go in due season, and do not hold
back what should bear tomorrow's harvest. Live with open
hands. Learn to release what is yours with a smile and hope in
your heart. To live this way is to have God's blessing, and
what has God's blessing will grow fat like a well-fed spring
calf. The man or woman who waters others with their time
and attention will receive the time and attention they need in
their hour of need. Do not refuse to share with others when
you have it in your hand to give, lest they speak a curse
against you. Sell when those around you are hungry to buy
what you have. Tomorrow may bring you more gold, but it
will also leave you with great leanness of soul.

Be known as one who seeks the best for others. Do not
trust in great riches, for they will sprout wings and fly away.
Be a tree planted by the waters that bears and gives its fruit in
its season.
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September 24th,

Proverbs 1:8 My son, hear the instruction of thy father, and
forsake not the law of thy mother.

Love the teaching of others, for that will lead to true
knowledge. Trusting in your own perspective will give you a
life that is distorted and incomplete. No one can see himself
clearly. Accepting feedback from those who love you will
bring you my favor, for God will be pleased to see you grow
closer to the truth. Harshness and bitterness are not from the
Lord, but firm words of counsel are, even when they come
from the mouths of others. A man or woman who seeks the
truth by listening to the voices of those around him or her will
become established and firm in his or her roots. Likewise, a
person who rejects the instruction of others with bitterness
and anger in his heart will wander into many sorrows.

The thoughts of a righteous person are right because he
has studied God's thoughts and how God made the world
around him. The counsel of a wicked person becomes wicked
because he rejects God's thoughts and makes his own reason
the god in his life. Such a person seeks an easier way through
life by living off the labor of others instead of producing
anything of value in his own life. Such a person will not
prosper, and his life will be filled with anguish and
dissatisfaction. What was sweet to drink at first, like stolen
water, will bring great destruction in the end. It is better to
think less of oneself and to prosper, than to be known among
one's friends for one's great and novel ideas, and in the end to
suffer hunger for lack of bread.

Take hold of life. Until the ground is given to you. Do
not let the hot sun keep you from plowing. Do not withhold
your hand in the spring sowing. Rise early from your bed at
the time of harvest. Do not follow vain men who speak of their
great plans. Produce abundantly. For in this you will be called
righteous by the Lord.
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September 25th,

Proverbs 1:20 Wisdom crieth without; she uttereth her voice
in the streets.

Ordering your life according to God's mind will attract
the attention of those around you. They will look at your life,
even if you tell them nothing, and admire the improvements
they see. On the other hand, someone who lives according to
his own plans will not be followed. He will be seen as a person
you do not want to imitate. Living by God's thoughts will give
you compassion for those who work for you. Understanding
will arise in your heart for their welfare. You will be known as
a leader who cares for his people.

Seek to improve your own life, not the lives of others.
This is like a farmer who plows his neighbor's field while his
own fields remain untilled. Such a life is unfruitful and
unproductive for yourself and for others. This is because you
are thinking strange thoughts, even thoughts that you have
not learned from God. Wanting to fix other people's lives
instead of your own may seem easier and more exciting, but it
is not the way to an abundant life. Focus on your own
responsibilities and you will reap an abundant harvest. Eating
from your own barn is the way to peace and contentment.

The way of folly is to make your own plans without
regard to the effect of your actions on others. Anger at their
lack of cooperation with your thinking will only leave you
alone in the world. Consulting others will end up covering
your own embarrassment by protecting you from failure.
Those whom God has placed around you are a part of how
you measure what is true. Speak to them gently, lest your
tongue pierce their hearts with unhealable wounds. Respect
for others will keep you in quality relationships. Minding your
own business will fill your hand with good things to share
with others.
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September 26th.

Psalms 43:3 O send out thy light and thy truth: let them
lead me; let them bring me unto thy holy hill, and to thy tabernacles.

The way to right living is to pay attention to God's
ways and God's thoughts. The Lord has made you to live like
the Son. Restrain your mouth from spewing out your own
opinions on any matter. Put a bit on your tongue like a farmer
puts a bit in his horse's mouth. Become the master of your
tongue and not its servant. Otherwise, you will despair at the
destruction that is gathering around you, even to the point
where you will stop doing anything and sorrow will seize
your heart.

God has created a fire in the heart of every human
being, a desire to speak and to matter. Learn to express
yourself by studying God and His ways. Learn your own
limitations and learn humility about yourself. You are frail
and made of the dust of the earth, yet God has chosen to place
the life of the eternal world in your spirit. You have this
treasure and privilege while living in a body that will be gone
before long. This does not matter to God, nor does the Lord
value you any less because of your lack of old age.

Seek the Lord and put your hope in God. Let your
prayer rise in supplication to the Lord. Ask God for
deliverance from foolishness and from the correction of a life
lived for oneself. God will spare you even when rebuke is
warranted, for the Lord is tender and compassionate of heart.
God will hear your prayer, and He will incline His ear to your
cry. God will approach you as a friend and not as a stranger.
God will give you time to recover from your injuries and will
heal you completely. You will stand before the Lord with joy
in your heart. Be no longer depressed or troubled. Arise and
praise the Lord. Put your hope in God, and may your health
return quickly.
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September 27th,

Psalms 43:5 Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and why
art thou disquieted within me? hope in God: for I shall yet praise
him, who is the health of my countenance, and my God.

God does not hide from you the deep waters through
which those who love the Lord have passed. Yet God is not
removed from you when your cries are not answered. There
will be times of drought and famine when you will wonder if
the great stories you have heard of God's works in the past are
true. You will long to see with your own eyes the moving of
the Lord's hand. Yet God has not forsaken you when He seems
far away, when there is silence in the air and all you hear are
the lies of the enemy.

God is your Redeemer, even when help is long in
coming, and in your estimation the time of its coming seems to
have passed. You will be tempted to trust in your own
strength, in the craftiness of your own councils. You will look
at the passing of time with shame in your heart, for you will
not see how life improves because of your trust in the Lord.
The storms will rise on the horizon and the wild winds will
blow. You will feel abandoned by God and utterly abandoned
to the elements that seek to destroy you.

The day will come when you will march forward in
full confidence, expecting victory, only to be met with failure.
You will be like sheep given up for slaughter. You will think
that God has sold you back to the enemy at a cheap price. You
will feel like a complete failure in the eyes of those who are
your friends. All this will come upon you, but the Lord is still
your God, and He has not forgotten you. Though God leads
you through the rough rocks so that your feet are torn to
pieces, yet the day will come when the Lord will heal you.
God will gather you as His beloved ones. God will comfort
you and protect you from the storm. God will rise up and help
you.

273



Exploring the Scriptures

September 28th,

Psalms 45:6 Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: the
sceptre of thy kingdom is a right sceptre.

The Lord is the God who rules over the nations. The
Lord is more beautiful than the gods of the earth. There is
grace that pours forth from His lips upon the sons of men.
God blesses, and no one can curse what He has loved. God
girdeth His sword upon His thigh and makes war on the
enemy. God destroys the works of the enemy and silences the
sting of his lies. God rides on the high cloud, on the tempest
and the storm. In majesty the Lord commands and completes
what His hand has begun.

The arrows of the Lord are sharp, piercing even the
heart of the enemy. Those who rise up against the Lord fall in
battle, and God disposes of them like the melting of spring
snow. God loves righteousness and hates wickedness. God
anoints with the oil of gladness those who love Him and keep
His thoughts close to their hearts. When God rises and walks
the earth, the smell of myrrh and aloes goes before Him. God
drives the wind to the four corners of the earth. Where the
Lord is, no one can stand against Him or stop His hand. What
God has planned in His heart, He will do.

Among the king's daughters, none is more beautiful
than the Son. No one can outshine Him; even the queen's gold
loses its shine before Him. Therefore worship the Lord, those
who fear His name. Give glory to Him on whom the end of
days has come. Come into His favor with joy and gladness.
Come before the Lord, and speak no more of the days in
which the sun does not shine. He is your light and your shield
from the evil one. God has made His name an everlasting
remembrance among the distant islands of the earth. God has
become your refuge and your help in times of trouble. For the
Lord God reigns forever and ever.
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A 365 Day Devotional

September 29th,

Psalms 46:4 There is a river, the streams whereof shall make
glad the city of God, the holy place of the tabernacles of the most
High.

God is the Lord God and stands in the midst of His
people. Though darkness fills the earth and the seas roar, God
will not move those who trust in Him. God will be their help
and will show Himself before the evening is over. Around
God's people the nations will rage against them. The wicked
one whom God has defeated will rise up and spew his wrath
in their faces. He shall speak great lies, and he shall melt the
earth beneath their feet in his wrath; but the Lord is their God,
and he has not forsaken them.

The works of God shall be done again on the earth. The
hour of the Lord's deliverance will draw near. God will make
war cease, and will silence the thunder of the enemy. God will
break the bow of the wicked; the soul that trusts in the Lord
shall not be destroyed. God will burn the chariot of the
oppressor with the hot fire of His displeasure. Keep silence
before the Lord, and know with full confidence that He is your
God. The Lord will be exalted to the heavens when He reveals
His mighty arm. Though the Lord is hidden from sight, fear
not, nor think that He will forget your afflictions. The Lord is
the God of armies, and He is your refuge forever.

Clap your hands in the midst of war, and shout with a
loud voice when the arrows of the enemy fly against you.
Rejoice and be exceedingly confident. Let the voice of triumph
be heard above the noise of battle. For the Lord God is terrible
in vengeance. He is the King of the whole earth. There is no
one who can speak against the Lord and prosper. There is no
one who can make war against what is the Lord's and live to
show his victory on the earth. God will trample the nations
that hate Him into the dust of the earth. God has chosen Jacob,
and he shall never perish.
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Exploring the Scriptures

September 30t

Psalms 48:1 Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised in
the city of our God, in the mountain of his holiness.

The Lord is the God who rules over the heavens and
the earth. God turns ashes into beauty and a place of terror
into a shelter from the storm. The Lord is the God of beauty.
The Lord brings joy to the whole earth, a shout that goes up
from the mountains to the islands of the sea. The song of
dancing and singing shall come over the distant waters. God
will gather the mighty of the earth, even the kings who rule in
power, into one place, and they will worship His name and
exalt His holiness.

Many will look at what God has done and marvel.
Those who were afflicted shall come near, and those who have
fled into the dark caves shall see the light of day. There will be
joy on their faces and gladness from their countenances. They
will see the Lord and be filled with life again. God will break
the ships of the enemy; the terrors he has brought into the
bowels of the deep will be brought to nothing. Into the storm
God will cast the imaginations of the enemy, and his plans
will be shattered. He shall lie down and be no more. He shall
lift up his head, and God shall humble him again.

You have heard what the LORD did to the Egyptians
of old, how God covered their land with water and darkened
the sky with hail. Yet you have not seen what God will do in
your day, what help God will bring to the afflicted, and what
axe God will lay on the one who speaks against His righteous.
God will bring them down, and they will not rise again. They
will think no more of trouble, but of the loving kindness of the
Lord, of the tender mercies that flow from His heart.
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A 365 Day Devotional

October 1st.

Isaiah 49:13 Sing, O heavens; and be joyful, O earth; and
break forth into singing, O mountains: for the LORD hath comforted
his people, and will have mercy upon his afflicted.

Say no more that the Lord your God has forsaken you,
that the Holy one of Israel has forgotten His anointed ones.
For the Lord will visit His people and have mercy on the
wounded of heart. God will heal and will deliver unto the
uttermost those who call upon His name. A mother can forget
her suckling child. She can leave behind her compassion for
the son of her womb, yet God will not forget. God will
remember forever. God will walk the earth in the search of
those who have been cast off and trampled underfoot.

God will write your name upon the palms of His
hands. God will keep the walls of your dwelling place
imprinted upon His mind. God will give you children and
your house shall be filled. God will bless those who bless you,
and God will rebuke those who speak against you. As the
Lord lives, so He will do this. God will clothe you with beauty
and with simplicity. The honor of kings will follow your
name. Your children shall be called the mighty of the earth.
They shall walk into distant places and shall not be afraid.

You will behold and you will wonder at the works of
my hands. You will see that I have loved you with an
everlasting love. You will remember your captivity no more,
the hours in which you suffered under the wrath of my
enemy. His words of fierce anger will ring in your ears no
more. You will forget the tongues of evil, the harsh words
spoken that crushed your spirit. I will feed you in the pastures
of abundance, and carry you in my arms into the fertile
valleys. All flesh shall see and believe that I the Lord am with
those who believe in me. I do not leave my beloved ones as
prey and a fodder for destruction. Let the people of God arise
and praise the Lord, the great God of the whole earth.
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Exploring the Scriptures

October 2n4,

Isa 50:7 For the Lord GOD will help me; therefore shall 1
not be confounded: therefore have I set my face like a flint, and I
know that I shall not be ashamed.

Though God clothe the heavens with a thick cloud of
darkness, and clothe the whole earth with sackcloth of ashes.
The Lord will give you the tongue of the learned, that you
may speak the words of life to those who believe in Him. You
shall raise your voice in silence, and speak a word of joy to
him who is weary of darkness. In the morning and in the
noonday hour you shall hear the voice of God, and you shall
speak for the Lord to the people.

God will draw near and justify those who seek His
face. God will speak to you, and who shall tell you otherwise?
Though many gather together, though they stand shoulder to
shoulder to help themselves, there shall be no help outside the
God of Jacob. The night shall not be lifted, nor shall the sun
return to the sky, without the word of the Lord. Return to God
and you shall live. Behold, He, the Lord God, will surely help
you. He will speak well of you, and who will condemn you?
The whole earth will become old like a garment, like a cloth
that is eaten up by moths, but the Lord will live to redeem
you.

Those who fear the Lord and walk in the counsel of His
words will no longer walk in darkness. The light will dawn
like the noonday sun. The thick clouds will be brushed away
like the dust from a tablecloth. Many shall trust in God's name
when they see the works that He will do in the heavens and in
the sea. Men shall no longer light a spark from their own
hearts to walk in the dim light of their own understanding.
Their sorrow shall come to an end. You shall no longer lie
down to mourn. You shall see with your own eyes the deeds
that God will do. Be strong, and the Lord will surely come to
help you.
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A 365 Day Devotional

October 34,

Isaiah 51:3 For the LORD shall comfort Zion: he will
comfort all her waste places; and he will make her wilderness like
Eden, and her desert like the garden of the LORD; joy and gladness
shall be found therein, thanksgiving, and the voice of melody.

Listen to the Lord, O you who follow His
righteousness. You who seek God, look back from whence you
came. See and remember the mighty works of the Lord, which
he did for your fathers. This is the rock from which you were
hewn. A place that will not be forsaken, and a refuge from the
storm that will not fail the hearts of men. Remember Abraham
and the words the Lord spoke in his ear. God said He would
bless Abraham above the creatures of the earth and above all
his fellow travelers, because Abraham believed the word of
the Lord. God promised to multiply him and his descendants
after him forever. He would occupy the land to which God
would lead him, and the Lord would make him great among
the nations of the earth. The arm of the Lord would not fail
Abraham, nor would God's blessing depart from his
generations forever.

Out of Sarah's womb came a nation of faith, a people
who were mighty in the earth, who prospered above their
fellows. God had called them and made them His own. God
promised to be with them and not to forsake them. They
would trust in the name of the Lord, and the waters of the
great flood would not overflow them. God made their hearts
glad in the wilderness. God brought blessings upon their
heads in the morning with manna that rained down upon
them. Although they forsook the Lord, God did not forsake
them. God made them the first fruits of all those who would
believe after them. God made Abraham great and called him
the father of faith. God had an ear for this nation, just as He
gives an ear to all who believe in His name.

279



Exploring the Scriptures

October 4th,

Isaiah 51:6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look upon
the earth beneath: for the heavens shall vanish away like smoke, and
the earth shall wax old like a garment, and they that dwell therein
shall die in like manner: but my salvation shall be for ever, and my
righteousness shall not be abolished.

Behold, the righteousness of God is near to you. God's
salvation has gone out to the whole earth. God has opened His
arms to receive all nations. The ends of the earth have been
waiting for such a salvation, for the sound of such a message
to lift the burden of their souls. Believe the Lord and hear
what He has done, O people. God has made a highway in
Zion, the way that leads home to His heart. God has forgiven
your sins. God has delivered you from the bondage of the
enemy. God has paid the price that no one could pay, even the
price to buy you back from the fierce wrath of him who took
you captive.

You have lived in mourning, and in silence you have
wept over your transgressions, over the bitter herbs that were
your captivity. God has cleansed your sins with the blood of
the Son and has written on your hearts the law of right living.
No longer shall you turn the pages to seek God's will, or lift
up the words written on stone in your mind to struggle there
in agony. Now you shall be the Lord's and He shall be yours
forever. What God has desired, He has placed in your heart.
The evil that was in your mind from times past shall be no
more. You shall delight in the Lord and in my laws, for they
shall be yours. You shall say, "The Lord has done great things
in Zion, even the salvation of our souls.

Do not be afraid of what the enemy will do to you, for
he greatly regrets the escape of his captives. He imagined evil
against you, even though he accepted the price God paid him.
He has fallen on his own sword and is now like the rushing of
the east wind, which cannot harm you.
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A 365 Day Devotional

October 5th,

Isaiah 51:12 1, even 1, am he that comforteth you: who art
thou, that thou shouldest be afraid of a man that shall die, and of the
son of man which shall be made as grass.

God will awaken and put on the arm of His strength,
as in the days of old, as in the generations of those who have
gone before you. The Lord is He who cut down the enemy
Rahab and wounded the mighty dragon. Terrible was he in his
roaring and in the hatred he spewed out of his mouth. Like a
thick cloud he covered the sky, and in his might he drew after
him a third of the stars of the firmament. There was war, and
God prevailed. There was a mighty convulsion of the heavens
and the whole earth, but the enemy was cast down forever. He
lifts up his head and finds no one to stand with him. He roars,
but the earth no longer fears the sound of his bellows.

God has redeemed, and those who have gathered
under His banner shall return to a secure dwelling. They will
enter the city of Zion with singing and everlasting joy. For
redemption has come, and the dragon has been routed. His
wings shall no more darken the noonday sun, nor shall his
terror fill the temple. God will fill the heart of His anointed
with gladness and with great joy. Mourning will flee far from
them. They will say, "Our heart is glad in our God, for great is
His salvation, and His kingdom is forever and ever.

You shall not forget your Creator, who stretched out
the heavens like a veil, and laid the foundations of the whole
earth. He who has set the sun in the sky and the moon in the
watch of the night. God is the Lord your God, who divided the
sea; the Lord of hosts shall be His name forever.
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Exploring the Scriptures

October 6th,

Proverbs 1:22 How long, ye simple ones, will ye love
simplicity? and the scorners delight in their scorning, and fools hate
knowledge?

When you seek to understand God's mind, you reduce
your conflict with those around you. God's thoughts will
humble you and teach you great things. Spreading your
opinions is what causes strife, for you are exalting yourself
above your fellow man. A man rich in gold and silver may
have to pay a ransom for his life, but a poor man can be rich in
wisdom, and no one will take his life. Wealth accumulated by
taking from those who cannot resist many devious schemes
will make a man's life small in stature, but service to others
will enrich both the giver and the receiver. Putting your hope
in riches will leave your soul in sorrow. The reward you
hoped for will not come.

The only way to satisfy the desire of your heart is to
find the tree of life rooted in the mind of God. Such a soul will
be fat in the day of famine and will have to give when others
are hungry. A life patterned after the ways of God does not
gush forth a great fountain of words, but rather turns away
from the ways that lead to death, and thus instructs a
thousand men and their children after them.

Wisdom wins you favor with the Lord, but the glory of
your own ideas impresses no one. Those who follow them will
find themselves in worse trouble than you, and will live to
curse your counsel. You will be considered a fool, though you
have much silver. This will happen while the wise man was
busy gathering understanding from God. Living faithfully
from the sources of life that God will show you will make you
a faithful messenger of truth, while following your own
thinking will only reveal the foolishness of your heart.
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A 365 Day Devotional

October 7th,

Proverbs 1:23 Turn you at my reproof: behold, I will pour
out my spirit unto you, I will make known my words unto you.

What God has planned, God will do, and what He has
thought, He will certainly do. God's words are the words of
life, and His commandments lead to honor and glory. Those
who argue with the Lord will find only poverty and shame.
Thinking that your thoughts are greater than the thoughts of
the Lord is like the enemy who exalted himself above the
position to which God appointed him. The evil one made his
own reasons his god and pierced himself through with utter
destruction. He was cast out from the heavens, and in the fury
of unfulfilled desire he walks up and down the whole earth.

God's thoughts lead to the fullness of life in our world.
God will tell us how to live and how to approach the difficult
times of life. You will be well rewarded for your diligence in
seeking God's wisdom, while those who reject the Lord will
soon find the way before them untraveled. A man who seeks
wisdom will leave an inheritance to his children and his
children's children, while those who exalt themselves will find
their cupboards empty in their own time. The Lord is a God
who corrects and brings judgment to the earth. God does this
because of His plans for you and because of the great tasks
before you. God does not think little of you, nor does He place
you in a small place where foolishness will serve you well.

The enemy is not like the Lord. The evil one sings
songs that comfort the foolish. He does not uproot a worthless
weed from the fields of life. He scatters uselessness abroad,
and spreads nothing as a strong chain. He does this because he
thinks only of himself. He would consume and devour you
completely. Do not be like him and do not teach your children
in his ways. Accept God's correction and rebuke gladly, for
they are the ways that lead to life.
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Exploring the Scriptures

October 8th,

Proverbs 1:21 She crieth in the chief place of concourse, in
the openings of the gates: in the city she uttereth her words.

The desire to think your own thoughts and indulge
your own plans comes from a desire to control your own life.
God does not promise that things will always be easy or that
you will always have a neat answer with which to impress the
world. Look around you and see if this is not true. A farmer
with a thriving farm, with horses and oxen to work his fields,
will have straw and manure from the animals all over his barn
floor. On the other hand, an empty barn is a much cleaner
place, but it will also be an unproductive farm that cannot last
long.

In the same way, seeking God's thoughts will produce
much turmoil, because God's thoughts are not your thoughts.
Even if you think the thoughts of the Lord, God will push you
out of your comfort zone into a productive area. Your fields
will yield a harvest, but your barns will be cluttered and
scattered with the products of your many undertakings. Clean
up your barn, for all people need to live in cleanliness, but do
not be afraid to produce because of the mess that will result
from productive activities.

A man or woman who despises dirty barns and
workplaces will never produce much in his or her life, but the
one who tolerates the clutter of many projects will increase in
wisdom and understanding. A wise person knows how to
keep criticism of his activities at arm's length and not allow
those who are not involved in his life to tear down the work of
the day. He does this both in the things that bring him joy and
in the things that bring him sorrow. This is the way God has
designed life. Life does not lend itself to your opinion of how
things should be. Even in laughter the heart is sorrowful, and
even in heaviness there is joy.
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A 365 Day Devotional

October 9th,

Proverbs 1:33 But whoso hearkeneth unto me shall dwell
safely, and shall be quiet from fear of evil.

He who lacks wisdom believes every word he hears,
but even God, the Lord God of the heavens and the earth, does
not require you to believe in Him without seeing His works
and the end of what God has done. Be wise and do not believe
the song in the night that the enemy sings, but let sorrow do
its full work. In the end you will be richer and fuller. Do not
allow indignation to arise in your heart at every injustice you
perceive in the world around you. Anger will not serve you
well in the path of wisdom. What God has thought He has
thought in the light before the worlds were created. In the
stillness of the night will God speak to you, and not in the roar
of the bitter storm.

To seek knowledge from the Lord is to embrace
complicated truth. A simple answer that seems obvious may
be exactly what you don't need to hear. A rich man has a rich
answer, full of understanding and complexity. He will gather
people around him who will support his arms in the day of
trouble. A simple man will spit out simple answers and be
abandoned in the storm and the rain. To judge your neighbor
quickly and on the little you see of his life is to hate him, for
you have exalted yourself above him. Be full of understanding
and slow to judge by appearances. What is presented to you
may be a cover for the real problem, designed to drive away
the insincere and the harsh spirit. Do not be like those who
judge without judgment. Consider the ways of the Lord, how
patient He is with all flesh, how carefully God searches out a
matter, and what great mercy the Lord extends to all men.

To fully understand a man is to be his friend, and you
may well save his soul from some evil.
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Exploring the Scriptures

October 10th,

Proverbs 8:17 I love them that love me; and those that seek
me early shall find me.

Those who love God's thoughts will enrich the lives of
those around them. Be slow to be angry with what you see
with your eyes. Listen to the Lord and live. If you are quick to
believe that you have come to a solid understanding on your
own, you will only prove your error and increase your shame.
A heart set on God will produce a life full of meaning and
hope. Desiring your own exaltation will corrupt your soul and
ultimately consume you. Finding God's ways will fill your
heart with a glory that will shine forth even if you never see
the full fruits of your labors on earth. There is a peace that
passes all understanding that rests upon such a person. He
will have great riches stored up in his heart, while talking
about his own ideas will only reveal an empty and desolate
place. Even the wrath of the king is stirred up against the
counselor who allows his own opinions to color his
understanding, but the servant who speaks the truth will be
honored.

Do not speak all that comes to your mind in the midst
of a dispute with your neighbor. Even the Lord, the God of
heaven and earth, who knows all things, does not tell you the
deepest darkness he sees in your heart. God gently leads you
away from the edge of the abyss and does not speak of the
horrors that lurk beneath the cliff. Use your neighbor as God
uses you. Speak to him of gentle things, of things that can heal
the breach between you, for in this you will receive honor
from the Lord and stop the spread of evil. A wise man uses the
knowledge he has to bring many closer to the light. Those who
do not understand the Lord pour out of their mouths the
darkness they see with their eyes. Thus they destroy and do
not build up the souls of men. God sees all things, both good
and evil. Learn to act on the Lord's instructions and not on the
impulses of your own heart.
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A 365 Day Devotional

October 11th,

Psalms 50:1 The mighty God, even the LORD, hath spoken,
and called the earth from the rising of the sun unto the going down
thereof.

Come near to the Lord, all who live on the earth. God
is calling you and He is raising His voice to you. Come near to
Him, both low and high, both rich and poor. From the mouth
of the Lord comes wisdom. God mediates in a matter and tells
you what He decides, for the heart of the Lord is pure and
there is no darkness in God. God reveals His intentions in the
speaking of a parable, and God reveals Himself in the deep
longings of the heart.

Do not trust in the riches that our world gives you. Do
not seek hidden treasures to set your heart on riches. Such
things will not truly enrich your life. The Lord is the God who
alone can give life, and from His mouth flow the words that
bring you to a place where blessings can flow freely. Silver
and gold cannot go with a man who dies on the earth. He
passes away and only his wisdom travels with him to the
eternal regions.

God, the Lord God, delivers the soul from the reaches
of the grave. God breaks the power of death, for the life that
God gives to those who believe in Him shall never die. Do not
envy those who gather wealth in our world. Do not be afraid
when the glory of their house is increased, for when such a
soul slips into the night, none of his riches counts for anything.
There is no life that can be bought with gold. Silver does not
buy a man favor with the Lord. Though the whole world may
praise such a man, his memory will quickly fade. God, and He
alone, gives honor. God raises up those who seek Him. In
death they shall not die, and even in life they shall find the
fullness of their life. From the Lord comes the perfection of
beauty, and God brings to everlasting life those who have
sought Him with all their hearts.
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Exploring the Scriptures

October 12th,

Psalms 50:15 And call upon me in the day of trouble: I will
deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me.

God will come quickly and will not be silent. The Lord
will arise like a fire burning against the works of the enemy.
God will come down from the heavens and judge his people
righteously. God will restrain the oppressor and reward them
richly, even to the fullness of their tribulations. Come together
in one place to meet the Lord. Gather with those who love
God to worship His name. Do not be alone, for God is with
you and will be with all those who seek Me. Open your heart,
for God will also speak through the mouth of your neighbor.

Bring no more sacrifices to the Lord, no more offerings
of lambs and bulls. God does not want what you have, but
God wants what He has always wanted, your heart. Every
beast on the mountains already belongs to the Lord, and the
ore and gold in the hills already belong to God. If the Lord
wanted riches, He could mine the earth, and if God wanted an
increase in numbers, He could create in great and glorious
abundance. If God was hungry, the whole world is His, even
the cattle on a thousand hills and the blood of goats without
number.

Rather, give thanks to God, even the fruit of your lips,
which comes from a thankful heart. Pay attention when the
Lord speaks, and honor what God has told you. God's
pleasure is in your prosperity, in the abundant riches that will
grow out of your life as you live as God lives. The Lord is full
and you are empty. God is complete and our world is in chaos.
God is trying to mold you into His own image, just as God has
molded your body into His own image. God has blown the
breath of heaven into your nostrils. God has already given and
has not withheld anything good from you.
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A 365 Day Devotional

October 13th,

Psalms 51:1 Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy
lovingkindness: according unto the multitude of thy tender mercies
blot out my transgressions.

God has decided in His heart to wash you thoroughly
from all iniquity. God has decided to cleanse you completely
from everything that is wrong in your life. God will do this
carefully and with a gentle hand. God only asks that you
confess your wrongdoing when He reveals it to you, and that
you agree with God when He shows you the way to go. Forget
what those around you think of you. Do not dwell on the
opinions of others, for God is the Judge of the whole earth,
and His opinion is the only one that matters. Even your own
thoughts are foolishness, no matter how much sense they
make to you.

God created you to make free choices, but that does not
justify walking away from the Lord. If your choice to walk
away from God could give you life, who would complain, but
only destruction awaits those who scorn the counsel of the
Lord. God alone can make your heart pure and cleanse your
life from crooked thinking. God can make you shine like a
moonlit night, like the glistening snow after the winter storm
that lies open under the noonday sun.

God will give you joy and gladness. Your bones will
mend where they have been broken. God will hide His face
from your shortcomings, for He has plans to heal you. God
will blot out your wrong ways with the power of a holy life.
God will give you a clean heart and create a righteous spirit
within you. God will put the joy of His salvation in your heart
and teach you the freedom that comes from living in the truth.

The Lord your God is the God of your salvation. The
Lord will open your mouth with praise, and your lips will
speak of thanksgiving forever.
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Exploring the Scriptures

October 14th,

Psalms 51:17 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a
broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise.

God does not cast the humble out of His sight, nor
does He crush the brokenhearted. God speaks gently, and
with kind words He comforts those who have gone astray.
God goes out of His way to devise means of explaining
Himself to you, so that you may see clearly the way in which
you are to walk. God has given you the spirit and will not take
it away from you. Only you can cast God out of your heart or
withhold God's gracious hand from accomplishing His task.

God will do you good and not evil in the years that
you live on the earth. In death you will find the Lord and not
destruction. The Son has won the victory over every power of
the enemy. God has searched His house, even to the gates that
hold the fires of His hell. God has set the captive free and
broken every chain that binds flesh to flesh. God's goodness
endures forever, for the Lord is the God who is one God and
who does not fail men or angels.

God will bring the enemy to nothing. The day will
come when he will lie exposed and naked, bound with the
chains with which he has bound his captives. Those who
feared him will pass by. They will draw near and see him.
Those who were tormented by his power will rejoice. They
will look at him and hope in their God.

They will say, "This is the fate of the man who trusts
not in his God, who lifts up his heel against the Almighty. In
vain did we tremble before him. In vain did we doubt our
deliverance. For surely our God has come, and surely help has
come down from on high.
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A 365 Day Devotional

October 15th,

Psalms 53:2 God looked down from heaven upon the
children of men, to see if there were any that did understand, that did
seek God.

God's goodness endures forever. God has great
patience with those who disagree with Him. God has given
them every opportunity to demonstrate how well they can
exist without the Lord. God has allowed the lie to stand and
watched it fall into nothingness. God has allowed men to
devour each other, but they have not benefited in the least
from the carnage.

Those who love the Lord see this and draw near to
Him. God will save them from those who laugh at their tender
hearts. They will be like a green olive tree, growing healthy
and strong under God's protection. They will see the Lord's
mercy extended to them forever and ever. They will praise the
Lord without end for what God has done for them. They will
wait long years for the Lord's help to come. They will know
that God will always honor His name. God will only do good
and not evil to those who fear Him.

The height of folly is to believe that God will not leave.
To hope that God will not come quickly and reward the works
of those who torment and defile their neighbor's house. In all
the earth God has never found a thought better than His
thoughts, nor has God found any works of men that can
instruct the Lord in anything. Every heart left to its own
devices always goes astray and wanders far into the fields of
destruction. They leave a flame and filth in their house, and
whatever their hands touch does not prosper. God and God
alone is the source of life. God will restore the captivity of His
people. God will bless and not curse the meek. God the Lord
will cause joy in the hearts of those who believe in His name.
God will make Israel joyful forever.
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Exploring the Scriptures

October 16th,

Isaiah 52:2 Shake thyself from the dust; arise, and sit down,
O Jerusalem: loose thyself from the bands of thy neck, O captive
daughter of Zion.

Put on your strength, you who are redeemed. Put on
your beautiful garments, O Jerusalem, the city of the Most
High God. The Lord has washed you and cleansed you. You
sold yourself to the enemy for nothing, but God has redeemed
you with nothing, even with the life of his only begotten Son.

You shall know His name and be familiar with His
ways. You shall know the voice of God, and you shall know
that when God speaks, it shall be done. God, even the Lord
God, will do this.

How beautiful are the feet of those who unite with God
and run to His people with this good news. Out of their
mouths will come words of peace; they will bring good news
to the nations of the earth, even the salvation of their God.

They will say, "The Lord reigns in Zion forever and
ever.

The watchmen on the wall, when they see the runners
coming, will raise their voices in joyful song. They will sing
together about the Lord and the great things he has done.
They will be one and see eye to eye. No one will speak of
disgrace or of being the forgotten people of Israel.

The whole city will break out in joy and sing together.
The desolate gardens shall break forth into green grass, for the
Lord has greatly comforted His people. He has bought back
Jerusalem at a tremendous price.
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A 365 Day Devotional

October 17th,

Isaiah 53:1 Who hath believed our report? and to whom is
the arm of the LORD revealed?

God, the Lord, has revealed His holy arm before all
nations. The whole earth has waited before the Lord. They
have now seen the salvation that God has wrought. Believe no
more in the lies of the enemy. Do not touch what he calls
clean, and do not walk in his ways. You will no longer be
called the lost sheep of the house of Jacob, for the Lord your
God will go before you to destroy the evil that seeks to harm
you. God will be your watchman to protect you from the
treacherous hand and from those who deal in lies.

God has sent the Son into your midst, the servant of
the Lord from the house of David. He humbled himself and
became one of us. He took the form of a man and was born in
a manger. He came to heal and to deliver, to heal and to
cleanse.

But the enemy tore the Son as a wild beast tears its
prey. Even among wicked men there was none who could
match this wickedness. Who destroys the ransom or tears to
pieces the good they have received into their hands? The Son
was bruised in appearance like no man before Him. His form
was bruised like no one who has ever been named among the
children of men. What has the Son done to deserve this
treatment at the hands of the enemy? For this the kings of the
earth shall marvel; they shall shake their heads at this cruelty.

The Son was sent without an army and without a
sword in His mouth. Like a tender plant He had sprouted in
the desert soil, neither taking nor asking anything of the land.
He came without the beauty of our world. He had laid aside
His crown and His power. For this, He was totally humbled.
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Exploring the Scriptures

October 18th,

Isaiah 53:4 Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our
sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and

afflicted.

The Son was despised and rejected by men because
they believed their own thoughts and the imagination of their
hearts was darkened by the lies of the enemy. God offered the
Son as a sacrifice for the sins of mankind, but He received
nothing but sorrow for His efforts. The world hung the Son on
a cross to die, but in God's eyes He was exalted on high. God
showed the Father's heart to the earth and completed the
heavenly plan of salvation.

The wounds of the Son were for the healing of the
nations, but those who looked at Him, even those who stood
around the cross and saw His agony, could not believe what
God was doing. They thought that the Lord was punishing the
Son, that God was the one who was angry with Him. That
God regarded the Son as a failure. They could not understand
that what God was punishing was evil, of which the Son had
no stain on His body or spirit. They could not see that God
was destroying the enemy forever, thus making peace with
mankind and healing the wounds of many.

Look and see for yourself if the record is not true. All
men go astray when they follow their own thoughts. God has
said this many times, and around the cross where the Son
hung on the tree, all the world went away and proved God
right. They did not understand the Son's silence, why He
became like a lamb led to the slaughter or a sheep dumb
before those who shear it. He was doing the will of the Father,
and the Father was well pleased. God had done this with the
purpose and intention to save to the uttermost those who
would believe in His name.
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A 365 Day Devotional

October 19th,

Isaiah 54:1 Sing, O barren, thou that didst not bear; break
forth into singing, and cry aloud, thou that didst not travail with
child: for more are the children of the desolate than the children of the
married wife, saith the LORD.

God has revealed His salvation and revealed the
power of His arm. God has called and chosen you. God has
placed you on the north side of the mountain, where the
enemy once stood. God tells you and declares to you again.
Believe the words out of the mouth of the Lord. Enlarge the
place where your soul dwells. Prepare yourself for far greater
plans than you can think of in your heart at this time. Be like a
woman who has no children or husband, whose house is
small, but who goes out to add more rooms and extend her
dwelling far into the neighboring property.

Let the neighbors laugh and those who pass by say
cruel things. They will say, "How can a woman like that give
birth to children?"

God will tell them the truth. God has become her
husband. God, the Lord, is His name. God has loved her, and
she shall break forth on her right hand and on her left with
many children. She will give birth to twins, and her seed will
grow to fill the whole city. Her name shall be spread abroad as
the woman who has done many wonders, as the one to whom
the Lord has become her husband and her God.

Fear no more, forsaken one. God speaks truly to you.
You will no longer bear the shame and reproach of your
barrenness. Your shame shall be forgotten, and you shall
remember your widowhood no more. The Lord God has come
to visit you.
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Exploring the Scriptures

October 20th,

Isaiah 54:6 For the LORD hath called thee as a woman
forsaken and grieved in spirit, and a wife of youth, when thou wast
refused, saith thy God.

God tells you the truth and does not lie. Although you
feel forsaken, you will not be forsaken forever. The salvation
of the Lord has come, and God has spread His mercy over the
whole earth for your sake. God's anger was only for the night.
A day is coming in which God's displeasure will not be
remembered. You will not be able to remember a single dream
or terror of the night, for the Lord is your God. The Lord will
visit you with everlasting kindness, and He will uphold you
with tender mercies.

After God's servant Noah floated alone on the flood
and the storm, God promised him, as God promises you. The
waters will never again cover the whole earth. The day will
come when the mountains will be removed and the hills will
crumble, but God's kindness to you will not change.

Have hope, you who are confused and disoriented.
God will cover you with His wings. God will build you a
house of stones of beautiful colors. God will lay the
foundations of your dwelling with diamonds and with pearls.
God will set windows in the house framed with fine marble,
and the walkways to your front door will be laid in the choice
of stones. All your children will be personally taught by the
Lord. God will be there as you prosper and grow strong under
His care.

Not one evil word spoken against you shall ever be
proved true. Not one weapon fashioned and prepared for
your destruction shall even be raised before the Lord destroys
the arm that holds it. This is what God will do for those who
trust in Him. For those who recognize what God is doing in
their world and honor Him with their worship.
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A 365 Day Devotional

October 21st.

Proverbs 8:21 That I may cause those that love me to inherit
substance; and I will fill their treasures.

God will teach you wisdom. God will show you that
your relationships with those closest to you are more
important than great riches. It is better to sit at a table with a
meager spread of food before you, but where the people at
that table love one another. It is better to eat there than at a
table with all kinds of meats, desserts, and wines, and to eat
with strife and hatred. A man who is quick of temper will
make wrong judgments, for he is full of his own thoughts. A
slow response will give you time to consider what the
offending party has to say, and in this way you will avoid
much embarrassment and unnecessary pain to yourself and
others.

A person who does not seek wisdom outside of his
own thoughts will build a hedge of thorns through which no
good can pass. Listen to what others have to say and consider
their meaning well before passing judgment. A quick answer
is folly, though there is laughter at a cutting remark. Such is
the mirth of the foolish. A man of understanding will listen
long before he speaks. The counsel of your own mind is
seldom wisdom. The input of others is needed to give your
thoughts their proper context. The words that pass the lips
after much thought will bring joy to the listener. They bring
life like the gentle winds of spring.

God is against those who are lofty in their thoughts,
even those who consider themselves the supreme judge of all
things. Such are like wandering stars that give no light. They
speak, but there is no profit in what they say. They themselves
refuse instruction while they seek to rule their world. There is
no humility in such, and such will bring no honor to
themselves or to those around them.
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Exploring the Scriptures

October 2204,

Proverbs 8:15 By me kings reign, and princes decree justice.

God is the one who will teach you wisdom and
understanding. God will give you the answer that will be like
honey on your tongue. Begin to learn from the Lord by
realizing that all your thoughts will appear pure and right to
yourself. Add to this the knowledge that God alone can rightly
judge all things. God is the discerner of spirits, and He knows
whether the heart of a man is conformed to Him or to the
deceitfulness of the enemy.

Compare all your thoughts with God's thoughts, and
all your deeds with God's deeds. This is the way to wisdom.
Submit to the Lord and do not argue too much with Him
when you find that God has done things differently than you
would. God wants you to reason with Him, for He is not a
God closed to reason, but in the end, God is right and you are
not. God will listen to you because He wants you to grow, and
that is the only way to grow. It is better to wrestle with the
Lord than to wrestle with the enemy. He is not your friend
and he will not give you anything good. Not even one.

If your ways are like the Lord's, He promises you that
even your enemies will seek to live in peace with you. They
will respect and honor you because you have honored God, in
whom there is no higher wisdom. Though you may struggle to
see this in your heart, what happens when you obey the Lord
will show you that you have done the right thing.

Respect the reproof of a friend, and even that of those
who oppose you, for they may well speak words that tend to
life and health. It is better to acquire wisdom than to gather
much gold. Be humble and lowly of heart. It is better to find a
morsel of truth in those who are against you, than to exalt
yourself with friends. In pride is destruction, but in humility is
life.
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A 365 Day Devotional

October 234,

Proverbs 8:32 Now therefore hearken unto me, O ye
children: for blessed are they that keep my ways.

Even the lowly will find a place of honor if they
acquire wisdom, but the foolishness of a man's thoughts can
cause him to squander great wealth. God, the Lord, refines the
hearts of men. As the refiner purifies gold, so God wrestles
with men to remove the dross from their understanding. No
man by himself will find wisdom, nor will many thoughts
without the counsel of the Lord lead to the ways of life. Do not
mock a man who has not yet learned wisdom, nor rejoice at
the downfall of others. You do not know what protection God
has given you or what danger God has kept you from by His
great mercy.

Be ready to defend every man and speak the best of
him. A man who sees only evil in others is like a bear who has
lost his cubs. His anger and envy will tear apart any good that
God may send his way. Do not justify such foolishness, or
refuse to acknowledge shame and disgrace when they are
openly displayed. Better is the truth spoken with love than lies
offered to preserve dishonor. A friend will be there when you
need him, in danger and in prosperity. Do not send him away
because you do not like his words. Do not love your own
opinion more than you love your brother.

Joy is the proper fulfillment of a good decision. A
broken spirit is the end of all folly. Do not speak against the
truth, even if the pain of rebuke stings deeply. The wise man
will say little in response to the opinions of others. He will
hold his peace and be counted among the men of
understanding, even though he does not yet know the right
words to speak. Be wise and mind your own business. It is
folly to try to manage the business of others.
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Exploring the Scriptures

October 24th,

Proverbs 8:33 Hear instruction, and be wise, and refuse it
not.

You must desire wisdom and understanding to find it.
You must desire it enough to give up your own thoughts for
the thoughts of the Lord. Those who delight only in their own
opinions will never find wisdom. They will dig deeper into
themselves, uncover more and more of their own thoughts,
and find only contempt for others and for God, along with
ever-increasing shame.

The mind that has conformed its ways to the thoughts
of God will become like the rivers of water that flow deep and
strong into the sea. Great ships will sail upstream, and much
cargo will pass over its borders. The name of the Lord and His
ways are a strong tower that protects and keeps from harm.
Those who seek the righteous life run to the Lord and fully
embrace His words. Pride is the root of the refusal to leave
one's own thoughts, and before right thinking can be
discovered, there must be humility.

Do not answer a question before you have fully heard
all points of view. To answer quickly out of one's own feelings
will bring foolish actions and much shame. To withhold one's
thoughts is to gain knowledge, and to listen well is to find
wisdom in the end. Such a man will acquire gifts that will
place him high among the rulers of the people. He who is
quick to offer his own services may convince the king, but
soon a better man will appear and disgrace will bring such a
man down from a high place.

It is better to accept defeat, even when you are right,
than to offend a brother you cherish. Such a relationship is not
easily repaired. His wounds will be like the bars of a strong
castle, and your efforts to regain his trust will be like taking
back a strong city.
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A 365 Day Devotional

October 25th,

Proverbs 8:34 Blessed is the man that heareth me, watching
daily at my gates, waiting at the posts of my doors.

Wise words acquired through much study of God's
thoughts will be like sweet fruit in your mouth, freshly
harvested from your vineyard. In them is the power to give
and take life. Love wisdom and seek understanding, for how
shall your world live without the words the Lord speaks to
you? Wisdom allows you to speak the truth and prosper, but
those without understanding must flatter with their tongues
before people will give them anything.

Seek a wife or husband who is the desire of your heart.
To win them is to place yourself in God's favor, for you will
not acquire such without practicing the ways of the Lord. God
gives before He receives. God does not expect honor before He
gives honor. Even to the ungrateful and the man who seeks his
own way, God gives blessings and the abundance he finds in
his daily life. Be of value to others before you expect them to
give you anything of value. Open your heart before you expect
others to open theirs. Give them the longing of their heart
before you seek to satisfy your own pleasure. In this way you
will gain a mate who is closer than a brother, and you will
earn God's blessing on your marriage.

Be aware that many try to win God's approval, but the
Lord is not impressed with the giving of gifts. God wants you
to accept what He has to give. God takes great pleasure in this.
The Lord is not a God who hates the man who admits his own
poverty. The Lord is not a God who demands flattery before
He will pay attention to you. God has praised you first. God
told you what you are. God created you in His own image.
Wisdom is turning your face to God and coming home to His
dwelling.
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Exploring the Scriptures

October 26th,

Psalms 55:1 Give ear to my prayer, O God; and hide not
thyself from my supplication.

God will hear you and save you by His holy name.
God will come and bring judgment upon the earth, for God is
the Strong One, the Mighty One, the God of the whole earth.
The Lord will be known as the God who helps His people, and
the Lord who upholds the soul of those who trust in Him. God
will reward righteousness and judge by His integrity, for the
Lord sees all things and has searched the secret places of
everyone's heart. Hide nothing from the Lord, and do not hide
your heart from the eyes of God. Speak the truth and do not be
afraid, for the Lord will deliver you from all trouble. God's
eyes will see the desires of your heart and will judge you
according to His long-suffering and mercy. God gives what
you need and withholds only to place a greater gift in your
hand.

God knows your heart and the anguish you suffer by
night. Do not be silent or hide the secrets of your heart from
the Lord's understanding. God knows whether you speak or
not. God understands whether you open your heart or close it.
It is better that you speak the truth, and pour out your roar in
the darkness of the evening. God knows the terrors of death
that have fallen upon you. Fear and trembling have gripped
your bones. You have longed for wings to fly away and rest
from your earthly cares. You have longed for the wilderness,
even the lonely place where no one dwells, where there is no
one to torment your soul.

Do you not know? Do you not understand that it is
God the Lord who has given you wings and the strength of
the morning? God has come even in the night, even in the
darkness of the midnight hour. The Lord is the Spirit towards
which you have flown and the heart in which you rest.
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A 365 Day Devotional

October 27th,

Psalms 55:22 Cast thy burden upon the LORD, and he shall
sustain thee: he shall never suffer the righteous to be moved.

God understands the weight of betrayal. God
understands the sting of a friend who has proved untrue, for
the enemy was once God's close confidant. In his counsel, the
Lord saw the future unfold. God listened to the sweet strains
of his song. God saw his beauty and was pleased. He who
lifted up his heel against the Almighty was at His side. If an
enemy had arisen from the far reaches of the kingdom, the
Lord could have borne the pain much better. Instead, from
beneath God's right hand, even from the place beside the only
Son, came the downfall of the nations and the horror that has
gripped our world.

Speak to God of grief, and the Lord knows. Speak to
God of disappointment and the Lord understands. Speak to
God of bitter tears, and the Lord has shed them. In the evening
you raise a prayer to God, and in the morning you cry out to
the Most High. At noon you cry out your anguish. God will
come and comfort you. For the Lord is wounded as you are
wounded. God has been betrayed as you have been betrayed.
With my life, God will give you the strength to recover and to
repair the breach that has been torn in the heart of the world.

God will spare you the battle He fought. God will
stretch out His hand and remain beyond the reach of the
enemy, for his lies are softer than butter. He speaks of love
and understanding while he wages war in his heart. He offers
peace and pleads with tender words, but his words are drawn
swords to pierce the heart.

Cast your burdens on the Lord, for he will carry them.
God has carried them into battle and into the establishment of
His kingdom forever. Trust in the Lord and you will surely
live.
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Exploring the Scriptures

October 28th,

Psalms 57:1 Be merciful unto me, O God, be merciful unto
me: for my soul trusteth in thee: yea, in the shadow of thy wings will
I make my refuge, until these calamities be overpast.

Your sorrow seeks to devour you as the enemy sought
to devour God's heavenly dwelling. Fear not, for the enemy
has been defeated. He has been cast down and his time is
short. He will dwell in silence and be held in shame forever.
God has given him a little time, a little space to serve the
purposes of the Lord. God desires to gather from all nations
and all peoples those who have come to know the iniquity of
the enemy as heaven has come to know it.

Every day the enemy wrestles with the words of God.
There is not a good thing that he has not destroyed when it
falls into his hands. He is deceitful and his heart is desperately
wicked. He gathers only to destroy. He hides himself from his
prey to bring many down to death. The wrath of the Lord is
kindled against him every morning, and at night there is no
end to God's displeasure with his evil deeds.

God gathers in a bottle the tears of those he has torn
asunder. God marks the grief he brings. With every blow that
falls, God's compassion and mercy are brought forth anew.
Those who are caught like a bird in a net cry out to the Lord
and He answers quickly. God reaches down from heaven and
rescues them.

The whole earth will bow down in worship to the
Lord. Praise will rise forever for God's great works, for the
healing He brings to the nations. God makes promises and
keeps them. God draws near to those who love him and does
not disappoint them. The Lord is the God of the whole earth,
redeeming Israel with the rod of His wrath and the life of the
Son.
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A 365 Day Devotional

October 29th,

Psalms 57:11 Be thou exalted, O God, above the heavens: let
thy glory be above all the earth.

The Lord is the Most High God, who has done nothing
but good on earth, and has written nothing but mercy in the
heavens above you. The Lord is the one who sent down and
did not take back. God has given the best, even the only Son,
as a ransom from the evil one. God has humbled Himself,
even to the level of the lions, to the level of those who tear
apart the flesh, who bruise and do not heal. God has reclined
with the sons of men, even with those who were set on fire to
destroy them utterly. God has walked among men whose
teeth are sharp as spears, and whose tongue is a fierce sword,
brought forth to pluck out the tender heart.

God made the heavens and was exalted. God's glory
has filled the whole earth. God has come near to the helpless
and the broken, to those for whom the enemy has set a net.
The Lord upheld the soul, even the one who was bowed down
in sorrow, the one for whom the enemy had dug a pit. God
has thrown down the one who sought to destroy. The hole the
enemy dug for others has become the end of his reign, even
forever.

Fix your heart on the Lord. Sing and praise His holy
name. Rise up early and rejoice, shout aloud with singing and
dancing. Bring out the psaltery and the harp. Sing sweet songs
in Zion. Let the praise of the Most High be on your lips. For
God's mercy has no end and will surely save to the uttermost
those who fear His name.

God is a refuge from the storm, a strong tower from
the enemy. The Lord is in his dwelling place forever. The Lord
will not be moved from His dwelling place. God will cover
with His wings those who are crushed in spirit. Sing and do
not be silent. Praise and let your voice be heard to the ends of
the earth.
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Exploring the Scriptures

October 30th,

Psalms 62:2 He only is my rock and my salvation; he is my
defence; I shall not be greatly moved.

The soul that waits upon the Lord shall not be
ashamed. His help will come before the night is over, before
the day breaks on the horizon. Put your hope in the Lord, your
firm hope in your God. The Lord is not like those who fail, nor
like those who desert the heart of those who trust in their God.

Pour out your heart to the Lord, for He treasures the
words that are spoken to Him. God gathers them like precious
stones. God brings even the hard things into His dwelling
place because the Lord has loved His people. God does not
put His trust in men or in the hearts of men. God bares His
own mighty hand, and the power of the Spirit alone shall
deliver. For the lowly of the earth have no glory, and the
mighty speak a lie. There is none to help but the God of the
whole earth and of the heavens above you.

God does not trust in oppression, nor does He deal in
unkindness. God has not become vain by what He has taken.
The Lord alone is the God who gives and does not gather to
Himself. God has required humility and a broken pride from
the sons of men, for these are the ways that lead all souls home
to the Lord. Lay not up thy strong arm, and trust not in riches;
for they shall not deliver thee in the day of trouble.

Once has God spoken, and the deed is done. Twice
God has heard the sound of joy rising from the earth; the
power belongs to our God and to Him alone. The LORD
prolongs the life of the king and adds years to his reign. God
and He alone judges, and no one can withhold the word of the
Lord. Dwell in the presence of the Lord forever, and do not
forsake the face of God. For the Lord will preserve you and
keep you.
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A 365 Day Devotional

October 31st.

Psalms 80:1 Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, thou that
leadest Joseph like a flock; thou that dwellest between the cherubims,
shine forth.

God will turn your hearts back to the Lord. God will
cause His favor to come upon you. God will not be angry with
your prayers. God will feed you with bread and not with tears.
God will return. The God of hosts will look down from
heaven. The Lord will see and visit the vine He has planted.
God will keep the vineyard of his desire at His right hand. Its
branches will be made strong. God will burn with fire the
thorn and the briar. God will cut down that which does not
bear precious fruit. God will come again. The Lord God will
approach and save His people.

Sing aloud, O land. Make a joyful noise to the God of
Jacob. Pluck out a psalm and sound the harp. Open your
mouth with sweet melodies. Blow the trumpet at the new
moon, at the first sign of the morning star. Make a solemn
feast and gather to the Lord, the God of your salvation.

You have called on the Lord in your affliction, and He
has delivered you. The Lord your God is the one who brought
you out of the deep waters. The Lord stands in the assembly of
the mighty. The Lord judges among the gods of the earth.
How long will you trust in another, or praise him who does
not hear? Return to the Lord, and hope in His strong arm. God
will feed you with the finest of wheat, with the honey that
flows out of the rock's chasm. God will defend the poor and
the fatherless. God will judge the needy and the afflicted with
righteousness. The Lord will arise and judge the whole earth.
The Lord will not keep silent before the enemies. Gather all the
nations to the Lord. Love His words and keep His
commandments. For in the Lord is life, and there is no hope in
any other.
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Exploring the Scriptures

November 1st.

Isaiah 55:1 Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the
waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come,
buy wine and milk without money and without price.

Why do we spend money on things that are not bread?
Why do we work so hard for things that do not satisfy our
souls? The Lord is the one who gives freely, who does not
charge for the great mercies He pours out on the earth. The
food that God provides brings fatness to the soul, even
nourishment to the bones and marrow. God gives all good
things and does not withhold His hand when the evil day
comes.

Listen to the voice of the Lord and come near to hear
the words that can make your soul live. God will make an
everlasting covenant with you, even a promise like He made
with King David. God called him as a witness, a king who was
a mighty leader and a commander of his people. Behold, God
is telling you a truth. The Lord will call you a nation that was
not a nation. God will call you beloved when you were not
beloved. You shall flee to the shelter of the Lord, and you shall
rest securely under His wings. The Lord God is the Holy One
of Israel. You were small and forsaken, but the Lord will
glorify you with His presence. The Lord has come near, so run
to Him while He is near. Seek God while He is to be found. Do
not say, "The Lord is far from us. He has not visited his
people.

Forsake your own thoughts and turn to the Lord. God
desires mercy, not sacrifice. God will abundantly pardon those
who humble themselves before His great name. You shall
surely gather and bring into your houses a great harvest
purchased with the loving kindness and good pleasure of the
Lord. Eat your fill, and do not withhold your hand from any
good thing. Let your little ones find safety, a refuge from
hunger and the bitter storm. Let them eat and be satisfied.
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A 365 Day Devotional

November 2nd,

Isaiah 55:7 Let the wicked forsake his way, and the
unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the LORD,
and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will
abundantly pardon.

Do you not know that God's thoughts are not your
thoughts, and God's ways are not your ways? The Lord is
higher than the earth. He sits in the heavens above. So much
greater is the Lord than what we are. Do not think that you
can come to God and not be changed. If God were a cruel
master, He would only want to consume you. If God wanted
to destroy and not heal, the Lord would leave you to your
own devices. The Lord is not such a God, nor does He deal
with such a hand. The Lord brings you to Himself so that you
may be with Him and be full of goodness and greatness.

As the rain comes down on the earth to nourish the
soil, so shall the Lord bless you. As the snow comes down
from on high to store up water for the spring, when all things
bud and bloom, so will the Lord come down to prepare all
nations to walk in the fullness of His glory. God's words go
out from His mouth. They do not return to Him without
accomplishing the purpose for which He sent them. They are
life and health. They make the desert bloom and the dry places
flow with living water.

God's thoughts toward you are not your thoughts. You
seek your own glory, but God seeks the glory that will bring
joy and gladness to the hearts of men. Think God's thoughts
with Him. Walk in His ways. God does not ask you to fight
alone or climb the mountain without Him. The peaks have no
glory if the Lord is not there. The heights have no charm
unless God has made the journey with you. Your joy is in God,
and the mountains and the hills will break forth in clapping
and singing before you. Instead of the thorn, the fir shall rise,
and instead of the brier, the myrtle. These are the thoughts of
God for you, and they shall surely come to pass.
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November 34,

Isaiah 56:7 Even them will I bring to my holy mountain,
and make them joyful in my house of prayer: their burnt offerings
and their sacrifices shall be accepted upon mine altar; for mine house
shall be called an house of prayer for all people.

The salvation of the Lord is at hand, the salvation of all
peoples and nations. Blessed is the one who takes hold of what
God has given and does not hold back from believing in
eternal salvation. The stranger and the widow have been
brought into the king's house. The eunuch will no longer be
called a dry tree, but will bear much fruit, for God has greatly
blessed those who believe in Him. Take hold of the covenant
of the Lord. Do not be afraid to call the Lord your God. He is
not far away, nor has He withheld His presence from the
house of those who have not known Him.

Within the walls of God's dwelling place He will
gather His sons and daughters. God will give them an
everlasting name, children of the Most High God. They will
never be orphans or walk the streets like those who have no
father. They will rest in the house of God, even those who
have despaired of finding a safe place to lay their heads. The
Lord God has gathered the outcasts of Israel. The Lord has
reached to the ends of the earth and called them by His name.

The Lord has filled the wine bottles and prepared the
tables. The LORD has baked the bread and spread the meat
before the least of His guests. The Lord will cause their light to
rise in darkness. Their darkest hour from now on will be like
the noon hour when the sun shines in its full glory. God will
guide them constantly. God will fill their water bottles for the
journey. They will drink and will not thirst by day or by night.
Their marrow shall be fat. They will flourish before the Lord
like a well-watered garden. The Lord God has done this, and
He will not repent of the works of His hands forever.
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A 365 Day Devotional

November 4th,

Isaiah 59:1 Behold, the LORD'S hand is not shortened, that
it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear.

Surely God will rebuild the old desolate places, even
the desert places where no water has fallen. God will lay the
foundation upon which many generations will build their
dwellings. God has become the repairer of the broken places,
the restorer of the paths that men should walk on. Rejoice in
the Lord, for he will make you ride upon the winds of the
earth. The Lord will lift you up to the heights, and you will not
be cast down. The Lord will feed you as he fed Jacob. In the
solitary valleys the LORD will prepare a pillow for you, a rock
upon which the softness of the LORD's hand will rest to
sustain you. Truly the mouth of God has spoken this, and the
strong arm of God will do what He has promised.

Call for justice and mercy. Do not shed your neighbor's
blood to call him unclean when God has redeemed him. Speak
the truth and make no room for mischief. Put your heart in the
Lord and be content with the good things He gives you. Do
not create a spider's web with your own thoughts. Do not
imagine vain things that hatch like the eggs of a serpent. Your
own thoughts lead to death. They become vipers that bite
those on whom your words fall.

Do not run swiftly to seek evil, but help your neighbor
in his sorrow. Long for peace, not for war. Do deeds of
kindness. Do not let your heart delight in waste and
destruction. Keep my thoughts close to you, and learn the
ways of the Lord. If you do this, you will not be like a blind
man groping along the wall. You will not stumble in the bright
sunshine. You will find water to drink even in the wilderness.
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November 5th,

Isaiah 59:21 As for me, this is my covenant with them, saith
the LORD; My spirit that is upon thee, and my words which I have
put in thy mouth, shall not depart out of thy mouth, nor out of the
mouth of thy seed, nor out of the mouth of thy seed's seed, saith the
LORD, from henceforth and for ever.

God was looking for a man. God has searched
everywhere for an intercessor, but has found none on earth,
not even among the exalted ones whom God has chosen.
Therefore the Lord has stretched out His mighty arm. The
Lord has come near, and He alone has brought His salvation.

God has put on righteousness like a breastplate. God
has put on a helmet of salvation. God has prepared His
salvation with great care. The Lord has clothed Himself with
the robe of vengeance against the enemy, against the one who
has torn and devoured. The Lord has covered Himself with a
great zeal, as with a blanket wrapped completely around Him.
The Lord is consumed with bringing back the lost treasure of
Israel, even the captives who were captured in the war.

God repaid the enemy according to his due. God gave
the Son as a ransom, and the enemy got nothing out of it. He
does not know how to give life or how to humble himself
under God's gracious hand. The enemy is proud and
immovable. His fury has filled the whole earth, and the
howling of his hunger has come from the lower parts of hell.

God has raised up those who fear His name. From the
west and from the east the Lord has displayed His glory like
the rising of the sun. Where men have been found, there has
come light, a beacon in the darkness and a hope for those who
were abandoned. Surely God the Redeemer has come to Zion,
to the holy mountain where his people dwell. God has come to
give and to save. The Lord has done this, and no one can
withstand Him.
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A 365 Day Devotional

November 6th,

Proverbs 8:35 For whoso findeth me findeth life, and shall
obtain favour of the LORD.

To acquire God's wisdom is to benefit your own soul.
To understand the mind of God is to bring good things into
your life. It is not right or just for a man to think of himself as
being above his neighbor. Nor is it good for a servant to think
of himself as lord over his master. Yet you have thought these
thoughts of the Lord. You thought you were wiser than He is.
The emotions that rise from your heart have guided your
thoughts, not God's instructions. The Lord has spoken, and
you have argued as the enemy has argued.

God did not destroy you or cast you away. God has
called you again and again. God has raised His voice as one
crying in the night. God has sought you in the long watches.
He has said, "You are mine. I have called you by my own
name, the chosen of Jacob."

Hear the counsel of the Lord and receive instruction
from Him. To fear the Lord is to find life, for God hides you
from danger. God gives you the way to walk where the
serpent does not lie, or the destroyer stands ready to cut deep
into your soul. Do not despise the sound of God's voice or
consider Him as one who seeks your harm. Do not be angry
with the Lord when He tells you the truth, when He says,
"You are nothing without Me."

A man who hates his father and speaks harsh words to
his mother will surely come to great shame. Has God not been
a father to you? Has not God borne you in the womb of His
mercy? Be no longer idle, but seek the face of the Lord. Hear
the words that God speaks to you, and do not despise His
warnings. Surely God has given you good things. Surely, if
you seek the Lord, you will find Him.
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Exploring the Scriptures

November 7th,

Proverbs 8:8 All the words of my mouth are in
righteousness; there is nothing froward or perverse in them.

Much wine will not increase your wisdom, nor strong
drink your understanding. Let nothing but the Lord draw you
away from yourself. God alone can cover the sorrow of the
heart or sustain the soul that suffers in silence. Fear comes
upon all men like the roar of a king. Do not fight it alone, or
try to fend off its demands without God at your side.

It is an honor for men to mind their own business.
Folly comes from taking on another man's business. The
slothful do not even mind their own business. They avoid cold
and heat. Surely they will beg at the time of harvest, and no
one will give them anything.

Go to a man who has wisdom, who works with his
own hands. Listen carefully to the Lord and speak to him
kindly. He is like a deep well from which water is drawn with
difficulty. The wise will speak to the wise and listen to each
other in their own time. They will seek what is in their own
hearts, and their children will call them blessed.

He who has wisdom will rule over his own house. He
will cast out evil with his eye. Such a man does not say, "I have
made myself clean." He knows who his God is and where his
righteous thoughts come from. Many opinions are of little
value if they do not agree with God's words.

Even a child is known by whether he has acquired
wisdom. God has given even babies eyes and ears to see and
hear His works. They know that too much sleep makes a man
poor. They rise early and seek the day with eagerness, for God
has put His life in them.
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A 365 Day Devotional

November 8th,

Proverbs 2:6 For the LORD giveth wisdom: out of his
mouth cometh knowledge and understanding.

Speaking your own thoughts will fill your mouth with
sweetness, but soon the words will taste like gravel between
your teeth. Wisdom is not quickly acquired, nor does
knowledge easily pass from generation to generation. Spend
much time with the Lord and His words, for what conclusions
you quickly reach in the night will vanish with the dawn. God
rules your ways, even if you think your thoughts are your
own. God has given you freedom, this is from Him, and the
open road is from His hand. Do not use freedom to forsake the
Lord, or the choice of your mind to establish your own
thoughts. It is foolishness to use against God what He has
given you for your prosperity.

Wisdom is to scatter your own thoughts, and the way
home is by the way the Son has gone. God has given you a
spirit to seek out the inner parts of truth. Mercy will help you,
for the Lord is compassionate and tender-hearted. The glory of
a young man is to use his strength to pursue the Lord. In his
old age he will sit with a gray head and tell the generations of
the works of God. The marks of judgment you bear are an
honor if they have turned you toward the works of the Lord.

God has wisdom and gives understanding. Even the
mind of a king is not above the Lord. God turns nations to
Him, and those who seek the Lord have been drawn by His
heart to find life and to find it more abundantly. God searches
the hearts. God is not impressed with your own thoughts,
even if they are presented with great zeal. Seek righteousness,
mercy, and wisdom. God will be more pleased with you than
with the glory of many sacrifices. When you have found the
Lord, you will have found an abundant life that is not quickly
taken away from the diligent of spirit.
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November 9th,

Proverbs 2:9 Then shalt thou understand righteousness, and
judgment, and equity; yea, every good path.

The lofty view and proud heart that come from
following your own thoughts are displeasing to God. Even
your efforts to do much good will fail if God has not been your
counselor. Acquiring treasure by your own plans is a vain
thing. Such riches quickly fly away and are no more. People
would rather live alone on a rooftop in peace than listen to
your foolish words spoken abroad, even if you promise them a
life of abundance.

When God takes away the prosperity of folly, those
who seek to follow such ways become open to God's
instructions. If God adds to the household that has acquired
wisdom, others will rise up and seek knowledge for
themselves. God is not untroubled by the cry of poverty, but
the true lack of man is wisdom. Such poverty is of the spirit
and is much more worthy of concern than the sufferings of the
body.

Give a man a gift in secret if he is angry with you, even
if you have done him little wrong. It is better to quench great
wrath than to subject wisdom to a brutish mind. Such a man
has gone astray and has joined the company of those who
dwell in graves. Do not let much pleasure fill your soul, lest
your mind seek its own rather than wisdom. Much love for
wine and oil shall not make you rich, nor shall great desire
bring forth the fruit of the vine.

It is better to abide with little than to give your body to
unwholesome desires, which will become your master and
lord. Follow the mind of God, and you will find mercy, life,
and honor.
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A 365 Day Devotional

November 10th,

Pro 2:11 Discretion shall preserve thee, understanding shall
keep thee.

The man who acquires wisdom will scale the walls of a
mighty city. He will cast down the confidence of those who
have taken refuge in their own thoughts. Speak not hastily,
and speak not in the ears of the whole earth. Pride is born of a
loose tongue, and the counsel of the hasty comes to naught.
Do not exalt yourself by casting abroad your wisdom. The
desire of those who have not acquired wisdom is like the thirst
of those who are drunk with wine. They will not honor you,
but will seek to consume you, the less you prosper in what
they sorely lack. Instead of speaking, give out of your
abundance where there is need, for such an example will not
tempt the slothful of heart. Your counsel will be sought in
secret by those who honor wisdom.

A hard face comes from following your own thoughts,
for such a life will bring much suffering. The Lord has
ordained such a degree upon the earth, and there is no
argument or counsel that will teach God otherwise. Men
gather horses according to their own wisdom and go to war,
but there is no safety on the day of battle without God's
presence. Has not God spoken, and has he not said, Wisdom is
better than great riches? For such will bring a good name,
while riches will soon turn to rust or be passed on to the next
generation. Without wisdom, the rich and the poor are all the
same to the Lord. God does not honor the strength of a man's
arm or the desolation of his house. God teaches wisdom and
prudence. Such a man will see danger coming and hide rather
than exalt himself in pride. He will live to see another day,
while those without understanding go forward, certain of
their ability to outwit the evil one. They will surely be
punished. The only thing that leads to true wealth is humility
and the fear of the Lord.

317



Exploring the Scriptures

November 11th,

Psalms 63:1 O God, thou art my God; early will I seek thee:
my soul thirsteth for thee, my flesh longeth for thee in a dry and
thirsty land, where no water is.

Has not God displayed His power and glory over the
whole earth for those who seek Him and long for Him? Has
not God given you in creation a fellowship worthy of the
highest sanctuary? God's loving kindness is better than life
itself. Praise the Lord and do not hide your songs of great joy.
Bless the Lord while you live on the earth, and lift up your
hands to His most holy name.

Seek the Lord, and you will satisfy your soul with
fatness and marrow. God will exalt the lips that praise Him.
God will fill their hearts with joy. Remember the Lord when
you lie down to sleep and think of him in the dark watches of
the night. The Lord has been your helper; therefore rejoice in
the shadow of His wings. Follow the Lord hard and pursue
him with great zeal. Those who seek your destruction will not
find you. They shall sink into the earth, for God is greatly
displeased with them. The sword of the Lord will be against
them, and God will smite them while they run from Him like
wild foxes.

God will make those who seek Him kings on the earth.
They will rejoice in the Lord their God. They will take glory in
God's words, and their mouth will speak only of His
testimonies. God will hear their voice. God will lift up their
prayer to heaven. God will bring their counsel before Him,
and the Lord will consider the words they utter. Their hearts
are always toward their God. Their tongue speaks words that
build up and do not destroy. They bend their bows to hunt
evil and not good. They shoot to bring down the bird of prey
and the viper. They encourage themselves in the Lord, the
God of Jacob, the One in whom all the earth can safely trust.
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A 365 Day Devotional

November 12th,

Psalms 65:4 Blessed is the man whom thou choosest, and
causest to approach unto thee, that he may dwell in thy courts: we
shall be satisfied with the goodness of thy house, even of thy holy
temple.

God silences the noise of the sea. God is the trust of the
whole earth. His righteousness is terrible to those who reject
Him. God makes the morning and the evening rejoice. Those
who fear the Lord do not lie in fear on their beds. God visits
the earth and waters the land in its seasons. God sends his
river of water to the dry places. God makes the corn grow in
the fertile field. God plants and the harvest comes. God does
this because he has made the sons and daughters of men. God
has put eternity in their hearts.

God waters the ridge of the high mountain. The trees
grow and spread their branches to the sky. God makes the
low hills yield abundantly. God opens the farmland into long
furrows. God showers the upturned earth with spring
showers. God crowns every year with goodness. God causes
the cattle to gather. God satisfies the hungry mouth with a
bountiful harvest. The Lord God has done this. God has come
down and blessed.

God has covered the pastures with the whiteness of
wool. God has spread out the camels in a high place. God has
sent the corn to the ends of the earth. God has opened his
hand and has not withheld any good thing. Make a joyful
noise to the Lord. Shout aloud, O lands of the earth. Sing for
the glory of His name, for the great things He has done. The
whole earth shall sing to the Lord and worship together to
celebrate His greatness. God, and He alone, has done this. The
Lord gives and takes away, but God never destroys the
brokenhearted or leaves the hungry of His people without
food. The Lord is the God who has done all these things.
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November 13th,

Psalms 67:5 Let the people praise thee, O God, let all the
people praise thee.

God rules from the heavens with power forever. The
eyes of the Lord look upon the nations to see the good and the
evil that is done among the children of men. Bless your God, O
people, and let your voice of praise be heard on the earth. The
Lord sustains the world with life and good things. God hangs
a bounty on the trees of the valley. God scatters the fruit of the
fields. God does not suffer the life of his beloved to cease, nor
does he remove his creatures to destroy them forever.

Come and hear, all you who fear the name of the Lord.
Come, for God will declare to you all that He has done to
preserve your souls. You have cried out to the Lord in hunger,
and He has fed you. You have sought mercy with your lips,
and God has leaned down from heaven and stretched out His
hand. The Lord does not bless iniquity, nor does he honor the
enemy who has taken his people captive. God has heard the
cry of the afflicted. God has answered the prayer of those who
have long suffered in prison. God has delivered, and no one
can enslave His beloved again.

God has been merciful and has blessed. I have made
my face to shine on Zion, the holy city, where I have come
down to dwell. I have made known my ways to the whole
earth. I have brought health and healing to the nations. Let the
islands praise me. Let them raise their voices in song. Let the
waves spread abroad the sound of their joy, even the glory of
my great name.

Let the whole earth yield its increase, for its God, even
the Almighty, has blessed it. I have blessed and will bless the
land and the sea, the depths and the heights of the whole
earth.
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A 365 Day Devotional

November 14th,

Psalms 68:4 Sing unto God, sing praises to his name: extol
him that rideth upon the heavens by his name JAH, and rejoice before
him.

God has risen and the enemy has been scattered. He
has been completely confounded. He tried to destroy the
heavens, and on the earth God has brought about his defeat.
As the smoke is driven away from the fire, so God has driven
away the works of his hand. Let the righteous rejoice and
those who do good shout for joy. Sing to the Lord a new song,
praise to His name. God is the father of the orphan, the judge
of the widow. God has come into his holy dwelling. God has
settled the scattered of the earth. God has given them a home
and a land to dwell in.

The Lord has gone out to His people. God has driven
back the wilderness from before them. The wild beasts were
kept in check. With the hand of the Lord he has blessed the
land and pronounced a blessing on their descendants and on
their descendants' descendants. The whole earth trembled
when it saw the glory of the Lord. Even Mount Sinai, the holy
mountain, was moved by His presence.

God caused a pleasant rain to fall on the ground. God
confirmed His inheritance to a thousand people. God has
given bread to the weary and a good night's sleep to those
who are troubled. God has gone before the congregation. God
has prepared His goodness and given to the poor. God has
given His word, even His promise, to a great company. God
has published His blessings abroad. The seas have carried the
Spirit to the four winds. The armies of the enemy have fled
from the face of the Lord. God has shared the spoils with the
oppressed. The Lord alone has done these things. Are you
surprised when the high hills leap for joy? When the
mountains seek the Spirit? When the wings of the dove fall
silent when God speaks? Do not be astonished, for the Lord
Almighty has visited His people.
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November 15th,

Psalms 68:18 Thou hast ascended on high, thou hast led
captivity captive: thou hast received gifts for men; yea, for the
rebellious also, that the LORD God might dwell among them.

Bless the name of the Lord, for God has loaded you
daily with many benefits. The Lord has been your God, the
God of your salvation. The Lord has wounded the head of the
enemy and brought you peace. You have seen the Lord going
out and coming in, for he is a God who does not hide his
works from you. The Lord is he who rides upon the heavens
of the heavens. They are of old, but the Lord is from
everlasting to everlasting. God has sent his voice to all the
earth, his mighty voice to the ends of the earth.

God has saved you and kept you. God has brought
your soul over many troubled waters. God has comforted you
when you were weary of crying, when your throat was dry,
when your eyes could not bear the tears. You waited for the
Lord, and you were not ashamed. God came and confounded
the enemy.

The zeal of the house of the Lord has consumed me.
God has longed for his anointed. He has taken upon Himself
the reproaches of the Lord's people. God has blessed and not
cursed. When you wept and chastened your soul, the Lord
approached your dwelling place. When you wrapped yourself
in sackcloth, God was not ashamed to call you His child. The
Lord heard your prayer and answered your cry.

God rescued you from the clay. He has set your feet on
a firm path. God has given you great gifts and has not let you
down. God has called the nations to gather before you, for He
will make His own all those whom He has chosen. The Lord
will bless them as God has blessed you forever.
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A 365 Day Devotional

November 16th,

Isaiah 60:1 Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory
of the LORD is risen upon thee.

Without God, darkness will cover the whole earth, and
darkness will cover the eyes of those who seek the truth. God
alone shines in the night and brings understanding to the
hearts of His people. God will surely arise and bring His
salvation to the nations, His everlasting help to the ends of the
earth. God's glory will be set on high, and all people will see
the Lord's works and praise His righteousness.

The distant seas will bring forth their glory and testify
to the coming of the Lord. The Lord will be the God of the
nations, an ensign to those who do not know Him. He will
tfind those who were lost, and lead those who were led astray
into the paths of righteousness. Lift up your eyes, for behold,
the train of the Lord has filled the heavens, as His glory once
tilled Solomon's temple. Your sons and your daughters shall
see him. They shall be strong in His presence and draw life
from the words that God shall speak to them.

All people will see the Lord and flow together to Zion.
Your heart will no longer be afraid of the outcast nations. You
shall see them as God's people, even those whom the Lord has
greatly loved. In consolation Zion shall extend her friendship,
for God has loved them forever, even as He has loved Zion
forever. Your house shall be enlarged, and God shall bring
into it the abundance that He will give you. God's mercy and
kindness will be for all nations. God has not called you alone,
nor given you a promise without remembering the whole
world. Many will fly together like a cloud covering the throne,
and God will glorify the house of His dwelling forever.
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November 17th,

Isaiah 60:19 The sun shall be no more thy light by day;
neither for brightness shall the moon give light unto thee: but the
LORD shall be unto thee an everlasting light, and thy God thy glory.

Surely the islands of the sea wait for the Lord, the
places where the ships have gone to bring their sons from afar,
and their silver and their gold to His dwelling place. They
have counted their riches as nothing, and their knowledge as
forgotten, for God has spoken to them in dreams, and has
called them out of the roaring of the waves. They have sought
another name, and not their own glory. They have known
what the ends of the earth have spoken. They have sought life
in their gods, and have been left with sorrow and the cutting
of the heart. In emptiness they have sought the Lord. In lifting
up their heads they have hoped for His coming.

God spoke to them and said, "The Holy One of Israel
shall be glorified in you.

The sons of strangers shall build your walls. A people
whom the Lord has not known shall call you their brother. The
kings of great nations shall serve you. They will give as God
has given them. They shall not take away what you have
received. They will not plunder you or leave you desolate. In
the great wrath of God he struck you for your transgressions,
but in my favor the Lord has had mercy on you.

Your gates will be open day and night. You will no
longer fear what men will do to you. You will find rest when
you lie down on your beds. God will bring peace to your land
and hope to your offspring. You will be called the chosen ones
of God, those who have found favor with the Most High. The
kingdom and the nation that does not love you, God will
rebuke and chasten. The Lord God will do this for the honor
and glory of His great name.
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A 365 Day Devotional

November 18th,

Isaiah 60:22 A little one shall become a thousand, and a
small one a strong nation: I the LORD will hasten it in his time.

Surely the glory of Lebanon shall come to you. The fir
tree and the pine will grow. God will beautify your land and
make your desolate places a fertile valley. God will make the
paths on which you walk glorious; the rose bush and the
myrtle tree will blossom and flourish. Those who have spoken
ill of you, even their sons and daughters, shall draw near to
you and speak pleasant words in your ear. Those who thought
you a cause for which there was no hope will speak of your
wisdom in their secret councils. The place where the soles of
your feet tread shall be called blessed, the land that lies in the
shadow of the holy city, Zion, the habitation of the Almighty.

You will remember no more the time of your
desolation, the day when you were forsaken and hated by
men. God will make you an excellent land, a delight and a joy
to the eyes of strangers. Your crops will be abundant. You
shall eat of the fat of the land. You shall remember forever that
the Lord God was your Savior. You shall write His name in
the hearts of your children. You shall say, "The Redeemer, the
Mighty One of Jacob, has remembered us.

God will change your brass for gold, and your iron for
silver. Your wood shall be as strong as metal, and the stones of
the streets shall serve you. There will be no desolation within
your walls. The days of your mourning shall cease. The sun
will not go down on you, nor will the moon fail to give its
light, for God has planted and displayed the works of His
hands, that the Lord may be glorified forever.
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Exploring the Scriptures

November 19th,

Isaiah 61:1 The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because
the LORD hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek;
he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to
the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound.

God sent the Son into the world to proclaim an
acceptable year. The time had come when sin and iniquity
would no longer abound, nor would the lies of the enemy go
unanswered. Consolation would be offered to all who
mourned and grieved in their oppression. The Son would give
beauty to the ashes. Where the fires of the enemy had
consumed and destroyed, God would raise up out of those
ruins a new building in which His presence would dwell. God
would not leave the lost on the mountains, bruised and
wounded. God would seek out what had been lost and restore
the hope of Israel. Where great heaviness had settled on the
land, the Son had come to lift the weight and to give song to
mourning, even laughter to great pain. Where the enemy had
laid waste to the land, destroying everything he touched, God
would cause the trees to grow again and the hills to be planted
with grass. What had been uprooted would be restored, even
the mighty oaks of Hebron and the small trees that stand by
Jerusalem.

Where houses had been razed to the ground by the
fury of the enemy, God would rebuild by the Spirit. The Son
would bring peace to the dwelling place of the broken-
hearted; he would speak good things to those who had lost
their wealth to the devastation of the one who hated them. The
Son would bring peace. He would direct strangers to feed the
abandoned flocks. The unknown would be called friend and
would serve in the desolate vineyards and plow the uprooted
gardens. Abundance and life would spring forth, for God has
restored favor to the land, even hope to the despairing heart.
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A 365 Day Devotional

November 20th,

Isaiah 62:2 And the Gentiles shall see thy righteousness,
and all kings thy glory: and thou shalt be called by a new name,
which the mouth of the LORD shall name.

God will make you priests of the Lord to serve in His
temple. From the greatest to the least, you will stand before
God and be called holy. The Son has redeemed you and paid
the price for your souls. He has given you life and life in
abundance. No longer will you be kept at a distance, as if you
were a disgrace and an abomination to the name of the Lord.
You have been brought to the secret place, even to sit down at
the table of your God. There will be much bread and wine.
You shall rejoice with shouting and much singing. The years
of your bondage will be forgotten. The years of your
wandering shall be no more, for the Lord has spoken in Zion,
and the Son has thrown the wicked one from his high place.

For your shame you shall have a double portion, even
a place in the house of God forever. You shall rejoice as one
who has been chosen, as one to whom it was said, "A son is
born, a son who will bring great joy to his father.

The Lord loves judgment. God hates all the accusations
of the enemy. The evil one tears down and speaks with his
mouth of high things, but it is done to bring bitterness into the
soul and to destroy what is good in a man. The Son opens the
paths of righteousness, even the paths that lead to life. You
will rejoice greatly in His salvation, and you will be glad that
He has visited the earth. The Son will cover you with a
garment of holiness. He will adorn you as a bride adorns
herself for her bridegroom. He will take you to Himself. God
will call you His son and the daughter He has chosen. The
whole earth will rejoice for you. Life will spring up from the
desert, even living rivers from the desolate places, for
salvation has come to the whole earth.
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Exploring the Scriptures

November 21st.

Proverbs 3:3 Let not mercy and truth forsake thee: bind
them about thy neck; write them upon the table of thine heart.

Speak to your children of the name of the Lord, call
them to the remembrance of His greatness. The word spoken
in secret shall not be taken away easily, and the voice heard in
secret councils shall endure for a lifetime. Do this, and wisdom
will cast out the leanness of your soul. You will have to give
when there is famine in the land. To speak of your own ways
leads to poverty of spirit. Honor the name of God when you
lie down on your beds, and your cupboards will not be empty.

Rebuke the one who speaks against the Lord. Call him
to account for the breath with which he breathes. Are not both
the beast of the field and a man's life in God's hand? Remove
from your council the one who looks down on his neighbor,
and strife will cease. Thou shalt dwell in thy own house in
peace. Love not your own thoughts, and wisdom shall
proceed out of your mouth. Even the king who sits on his
throne will inquire after the words you speak.

A man who does not love wisdom will lie on his bed at
noon with his eyes closed in slumber. "When I rise," he will
say. "The truth will tear me to pieces."

Do not seek the bosom of your neighbor's wife. Do not
be enamored of her beauty, for the same breasts that satisfy
your friend will give you a bitter medicine. The wine of her
kisses will bring you death and not life. The betrayal of the
one who trusted you will cry out to the heavens and merit
God's deep displeasure. What you have found will not be
yours, and the words she speaks in your ear will not be
fulfilled. She is not yours, nor is her beauty yours to take for
yourself. Be wise and do not touch her charms. Keep your feet
from her door, and do not draw near her dwelling place in
your thoughts.
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A 365 Day Devotional

November 22nd,

Proverbs 3:7 Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the LORD,
and depart from evil.

From his youth a man does not think God's thoughts.
From childhood he wanders and does not do what seems
right. A gentle hand may guide him when he is little, but soon
the tree grows and cannot be easily bent. Guide your children
from their cribs, and do not waste the hours when they look
into your eyes with open faces. To leave the young without
instruction is to rob the poor and to leave a stain on the life of
the unborn. Speak to them of the Lord and tell them what God
has spoken into your ear. Bow low and do not hide yourself
from their faces. Their hearts are open to knowledge, and what
you say they will believe. A child is brought to peace by words
of wisdom. He keeps in his heart the words that are rightly
spoken to him.

Trust in God together, and call those of your
household to honor the Lord with you. Has not God revealed
His ways to your eyes? Has not God opened the secret
councils to your understanding? Has God not written
excellent things in the earth that you walk on and in the
heavens that you behold? God has done this to remove
questions and to give instruction to the ignorant. God has
given you words to speak, even the words that have come out
of His thoughts.

Do not leave your children in despair. Cast not upon
them the afflictions of your thoughts. God will remember
what you have taken, and the emptiness of their souls will
bring shame and reproach on you. Leave off anger and rage
against them no more, for you are the one to whom they
looked for wisdom and understanding. You were the door
through which they sought to enter the world. Learn wisdom,
seek understanding with all your heart, for these things do not
bring shame, nor do they leave the land barren and unfruitful.
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Exploring the Scriptures

November 234,

Proverbs 3:12 For whom the LORD loveth he correcteth;
even as a father the son in whom he delighteth.

Do you see a man or a woman who is busy with their
own responsibilities? God is telling you the truth, they will
stand before important people one day. Such a person has his
priorities in the right place. They seek to give rather than to
receive. Seeking riches without work leads to all kinds of
foolishness.

The day will come when you will be invited to sit at
the table of kings. Do not covet its rich food. Do not desire to
serve the same things in your home. Restrain your appetite
and eat sparingly, for such men have you there for one
purpose. They plan to take something from you that they
value.

Riches measured in gold and silver are the wrong
measure. Such things are bound to the earth and are subject to
quick disappearance by one means or another. True riches are
contained in wisdom, even the understanding of my thoughts,
which teach you eternal values that do not fade. The king
gives you his rich food freely because he knows its true value.
If you devour his delicacies, you will live to regret your
actions. What tasted so sweet in your mouth will become a
bitter herb when you realize what the king is asking of you.
The king plans to take from you what is of real value, the
treasure you have acquired through your hard work.

Wisdom is not bought with gold, nor is it earned with
silver. Wisdom requires the surrender of the heart to God, the
abandonment of the ways of one's own understanding. The
price is the blood of a man's soul. For this reason the king
steals from you, even the honor of your good name.
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A 365 Day Devotional

November 24th,

Proverbs 3:13 Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and
the man that getteth understanding.

Do not bother to teach people who are busy with their
own plans. Such men and women will only despise you and
mark you as a busybody in their affairs. They see only
themselves as having value in the world. They remove all the
history of what happened before them and believe that they
alone can find the answers to a prosperous life. They are not
ashamed to take what does not belong to them or to lay their
hands on things for which they have not worked.

Save your instructions for the one who will listen, even
for the child who grows up in your household. He is small and
seems to be of little importance, but he is hungry for
knowledge and is busy acquiring information. Listen to him
and speak to him the words of life. Tell him not of war or
famine, or of things to come, or of things that have been. Tell
him of God, the Redeemer, who has come to reveal life to all
mankind, who has not left the scattered in the wilderness or
denied food to the hungry. Pour into him the wisdom that
God has shown you, and you will drive foolishness from his
heart. You will save his soul even from the fires of hell. His
heart will rejoice at your words, and his fear of the Lord will
be established on a firm foundation.

Do not be found among the wine drinkers, among
those who drown their sorrows in drink. Arise and face the
day, and take the anguish of your mistakes into your bosom.
Accept God's judgment and cherish God's ways. The
drunkard and the glutton shall not escape suffering, nor shall
their flesh rest in peace. Buy truth from the Lord, even
wisdom and understanding. Do not sell them at any price.
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Exploring the Scriptures

November 25th,

Proverbs 3:17 Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all
her paths are peace.

A child who has accepted the wisdom offered to him
by those who bore him will prosper greatly. His mother and
father will rejoice in his presence. The woman who bore him
will have great joy.

Who has grief and much sorrow? Who has fallen into a
trap from which the foot cannot easily be withdrawn? Such
ways are learned from the bubbling of wine, even mixed wine.
Flee from the wine when it moves like a serpent, for the bite is
like the poison of an adder. So is the one who looks longingly
at a woman who is not his own, who seeks to touch that which
is not his. His life will be like a sailor walking on the deck of a
ship tossed by a storm. There is no foundation under him, nor
does he dwell securely with his fellows. He has desired what
is forbidden and has studied destruction and mischief.

A child who has been taught God's ways builds his
own house strong. He lays the foundations with
understanding and prudence. With the knowledge of the
Almighty the rooms are enlarged, and the walls are covered
with precious stones and pleasant riches. A man of
understanding is strong in his heart. By wisdom and wise
counsel thou shalt overcome the day of danger, and thou shalt
know how to make peace. Wisdom does not come to him who
despises it, nor knowledge to him who insists on his own way.
Take wisdom into your heart. Put understanding in your
mouth, for it will be like a man who eats honey, even the
sweetness of the honeycomb. So is knowledge and wisdom.
When you have found them, there is a great reward. The fruit
of their vines will exceed your highest expectations.
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A 365 Day Devotional

November 26th,

Psalms 71:1 In thee, O LORD, do I put my trust: let me
never be put to confusion.

God has promised this and will surely fulfill His word.
God will deliver you for the sake of His righteousness. God
will deliver you from the net of the enemy. God will be your
rock and your fortress. You will always find a strong place to
return to, a refuge from the wrath of the wicked. God will do
this for His own sake and because you have put your hope in
the Lord God Almighty. Since your youth you have trusted in
God, and He will not leave you dismayed.

God held you in the womb. God brought you safely
into the world. You are a wonder to those who dwell with
you, for God has been your strong refuge. God has not
forsaken you, nor left you alone in trouble. Let every mouth be
filled with praise and glory to the great name of the Lord. God
will be with those who fear him. The Lord will not abandon
them in their old age, nor will he leave them alone when their
strength begins to fail. The wicked will rise up, even the
enemy, and speak his lies aloud, saying, "Behold, the Lord will
do this to those who serve him. This is the end of those who
worship the mighty one.

Let all such voices be confounded and confused when
God is with you, when your eyes fail you, when the evening
comes without rest and the night hours know no sleep. Let
them be covered with reproach and shame when God exalts
you on high and makes great the lowly of heart, even the
humble of spirit. God will not forsake the grayheaded until he
has shown strength in all generations and power to the whole
world. God's righteousness is higher than the heavens, and
His works fill the earth. God has done great things, and He
will do even greater things. God will honor you in your
weakness as you have honored Him in your strength. The
Lord God will surely do this.
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Exploring the Scriptures

November 27th,

Psalms 72:18 Blessed be the LORD God, the God of Israel,
who only doeth wondrous things.

God will judge the poor who have lost their earthly
possessions through fraud and deceit. God will be a father to
the children of the needy. God will show His strong
displeasure with those who have left them destitute. The fear
of the Lord and the dread of the Almighty will be on the
hearts of all those who do wrong. God will come down like
the rain on the mown grass to make the ground bear again.
God will send showers to the ends of the earth to feed the
hungry beast and make the hills bloom again.

When God reigns in the hearts of men, the righteous
flourish. They grow up before Him like spring calves, like
apples hanging heavy on the branches. They will know peace
and not war all the days of their lives. Those who dwell in the
wilderness, in the desolate places of the earth, shall bow down
before those who fear the Lord. They will give honor to those
who worship His name.

The needy cry out to God, and He comes down from
the heavens to hear their plight. God brings the deer and the
squirrel before them to satisfy their hunger. God redeems their
souls from those who have done violence to them, who have
shed precious blood in vain. They shall live before the Lord,
and they shall inherit the gold of Sheba. Their prayers will be
to God alone. Daily will they praise the Lord and honor His
most holy name. God will always leave a handful of corn on
the mountains and a branch of fruit on the vine, lest their
hunger come quickly and His beloved be left with nothing but
tears. God's name endures forever, until the sun no longer
shines, until the moon no longer gives its light. Until that time
men will bless God's name and speak of the Most High God,
forever.
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A 365 Day Devotional

November 28th,

Psalms 73:26 My flesh and my heart faileth: but God is the
strength of my heart, and my portion for ever.

Behold, it is good to draw near to your God, to put
your trust in the Lord God Almighty. The Lord will not leave
you nor forsake you in my wrath, for you are the sheep of the
pasture and the lambs of his flock. How can God turn away
from the children of David whom he has loved? God
remembers the congregation, the people whom he has
purchased from ancient times. They are His inheritance,
whom God has redeemed with precious things, even with
Mount Zion, where he dwells.

God will not withdraw His right hand from His
people. God will stretch out His hand from His bosom for
Jacob's sake, for the sake of His holy name. The Lord is the
God, the King of old. The Lord works salvation in the midst of
the earth. God divides the sea and breaks the heads of the
dragons. God divides the fountains. God gives water to the
thirsty ground. The day is mine, and the night is also mine.
God works and does not slumber. God dries up the mighty
rivers and prepares the light of the sun and the moon to shine
on the earth. God has set the boundaries of summer and
winter. God has with His hand restrained the wicked. God has
denied him the desire of his heart.

God has kept His covenant, for the dark places of the
earth are filled with cruelty. God has rebuked the oppressor of
the poor. God has caused the needy to praise His name. God
has risen up to plead his own cause. The strong arm of the
Lord saved him. He has remembered to rebuke evil with the
breath of His mouth. Give thanks to the Lord, for he and he
alone have done wonderful things on earth.
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Exploring the Scriptures

November 29th,

Psalms 77:1 I cried unto God with my voice, even unto God
with my voice; and he gave ear unto me.

Though the earth and its inhabitants be removed, yet
God upholds the pillars on which they stand. God does not
deal foolishly, nor does He tell the wicked to speak their
minds. Advancement comes only from the Lord. Look to the
east or to the west, and you will find no help. Those who drink
of the cup of the Lord shall be renewed. God will declare, and
it shall be done. God will cause the peoples of many nations to
sing His praise.

God will break the arrows in pieces. He counts the bow
in the hand of man as nothing. He fears not the sword in
battle, nor the spear that is lifted up against his anointed. The
LORD is more glorious and more excellent than the armies
that are assembled on the mountains for battle. At His rebuke,
the chariot and the horse, even the mighty arm of a man, are
put to sleep. God causes judgment to increase on the earth.
The Lord rises up and saves the meek.

Surely the wrath of men shall be turned into praise for
the name of the Lord. Oaths and payments shall be made to
your God. Gifts shall be brought to Him from the ends of the
earth. In the day of trouble, those who feared the Lord called
on His name. They ran in the night until God came to their
rescue. They remembered the Lord in the night, and at the
rising of the sun they worshiped His holy name. They called to
remembrance the song of the day; they communed with the
Lord upon their beds.

The Lord will not forsake them. He will not leave the
chosen ones in the hand of the enemy. God has not forgotten
His mercy, nor has He sent His mercy away cleanly. God
remembered His own works, His wonders of old, and visited
His people again.
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A 365 Day Devotional

November 30th,

Psalms 78:1 Give ear, O my people, to my law: incline your
ears to the words of my mouth.

God opens His mouth in parables. He speaks dark
words to the people. Those who hope in the name of the Lord
will understand. They will lift up their hearts to their God, and
He will write good things in their minds. God has done
wonderful things for those whom he loves. He divided the sea
and made it pass through. God made the waters come
together in a heap on the heads of their enemies. God led them
by day with a cloud, and by night he kindled a pillar of fire in
their midst. God broke the rocks to pour out a mighty river of
water. He made them drink from the dew of the deep. They
tempted the LORD, but He honored His own name. The Lord
of hosts lives forever and ever.

God commanded the clouds above and opened the
gates of heaven to pour out manna from on high. God gave
them the food of the angels until they were satisfied. None of
them hungered as they passed through the dry places. God
made the east wind blow to bring in the flesh of the birds like
the sand of the sea. The Lord let the birds fall in the midst of
the congregation, where they ate and were filled. God's wrath
was kindled against them because they desired what He had
not made for them. God struck them because of their
murmuring and complaining. They were consumed, but the
Lord remembered that He was their God, the High God, their
Redeemer.

The Lord is full of mercy and forgiveness. Though He
destroys in His hot displeasure, yet He turns quickly from His
wrath. God's wrath is not quenched forever. He remembered
that men are but dust, formed from the ground, which the
wind blows away. God brought them to safety so that they
would not be utterly consumed. For whom the LORD blesses,
he will be blessed forever, says the great God of Jacob.
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Exploring the Scriptures

December 1st.

Isaiah 62:1 For Zion's sake will I not hold my peace, and for
Jerusalem's sake I will not rest, until the righteousness thereof go
forth as brightness, and the salvation thereof as a lamp that burneth.

The Son came for the fallen of the house of Israel. He
came to redeem the elect, and from there to extend the
salvation of their God to the ends of the earth. The Lord is the
righteousness of Judea, the chosen glory of her kings. God is
the Father of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, but He will be called
by a new name, the God of the whole earth. The Lord has
opened His mouth and called Himself the Redeemer of all
who are humble and brokenhearted.

The outcast shall be crowned with a crown of glory,
even the glory of God, the great King of all people. A royal
diadem will be placed on the lowly. God's hand, and His hand
alone, shall do this. The forsaken shall be gathered, and their
dwelling place shall be called holy, and their people the
beloved of God. The Lord will rejoice over the fatherless lands.
He will rejoice over them. The voice of the bridegroom shall be
heard calling to his bride. The least shall uphold the greatest,
and none shall exalt himself among the people.

God has set watchmen on the walls of the great city of
Jerusalem. They shall not be silent. Day and night they shall
cry out abroad, telling of the great works that God has done.
They will not keep silent. They will give the Lord no rest until
He has finished His works, until He has made Jerusalem a
praise in all the earth. God has sworn with His right hand. The
Lord has lifted up His strong arm and said, "I will no longer
give corn for food to your enemies, nor wine for drink to
strangers. They will all be gathered to eat together. They will
eat and praise My name with one voice, both the outcast and
the chosen, both the loved and the unloved."
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A 365 Day Devotional

December 214,

Isaiah 62:12 And they shall call them, The holy people, The
redeemed of the LORD: and thou shalt be called, Sought out, A city
not forsaken.

God will offer His salvation to the ends of the earth.

Go through the gates of His city, prepare a way for the people.
Where there is no highway, gather the stones together, make a
way for the word of the Lord. Lift up a standard for all people.
Say to the daughter of Zion, "Behold, your salvation has come.
Your God has visited you, and his reward is with him. Prepare
the work which He has given you, the salvation of the
scattered and the afflicted.

Ask the Lord. Who is this man who comes down from
Edom with dyed garments, as if stained by the work of
Bozrah? Who is this with a heavy cloak over his shoulders,
thick and strong against the wind and the rain? Is not this man
the Lord of hosts, strong in His righteousness and ready to
save?

Why is God's robe red and stained with the fruit of the
vine? Why does the Lord look like a man who has been in the
wine pit treading out the grapes? God will answer you and
give you an answer quickly. God did this because there was
no one else to tread out the grapes and He could not let the
harvest go to waste. God looked and there was no one to help
Him. God wondered why no one could understand what He
was doing. When there was no one, God looked to Himself for
strength. His strong arm brought salvation to all people. In
God's wrath, He did the work Himself. Who cares if the blood
of the grapes stained His robe? What does it matter if God's
garments were ruined? The day of redemption has come, and
the harvest could not be lost. God has done this because He is
the Lord and there is none like Him.
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Exploring the Scriptures

December 34,

Isaiah 63:9 In all their affliction he was afflicted, and the
angel of his presence saved them: in his love and in his pity he
redeemed them; and he bare them, and carried them all the days of
old.

Speak of God's lovingkindness to all nations. Let the
praise of the Lord come forth from their lips, as it came forth
from the saints of Israel. As God loved Jacob, so He has loved
those who dwell in the islands of the sea. According to God's
great mercy He will save them, as He has saved those who
have believed in His name. God will call them, and they will
respond. God will draw near, and they will draw near to Him.
Surely they have always been the Lord's people.

In their rebellion, God remembered His mercy. When
they provoked the Holy Spirit, God sent the Son to redeem
them. God remembered that the heart of man is desperately
wicked and that even His chosen ones have turned away from
Him. God remembered the days of Moses when His people
questioned the ways of the Lord. How they had forsaken Him
for gods of silver and gold, and turned great deeds in the sea
into fame and ridicule. God had led them through the deep, as
a horse is led by its bridle through troubled waters, lest it
stumble. As a beast goes down into the valley to rest, so God
has put the spirit of comfort on their shoulders.

God looked down from heaven and saw the elect
defiling His holiness and glory. They saw the Lord's zeal and
great power, yet they turned away from God's mercy. The
Lord was a father to Abraham and a God to the people of
Israel. There is no man whom God could trust to keep His
mercy without His strength. Therefore, God did what was in
His heart to do, as God always knew that He would do. God
has loved all people and redeemed the uttermost, even those
who have never known His name.
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A 365 Day Devotional

December 4th,

Isaiah 64:1 Oh that thou wouldest rend the heavens, that
thou wouldest come down, that the mountains might flow down at
thy presence.

The Lord is the God of Israel. The Lord is their
Redeemer. This is His name forever. God has not caused His
people to err in their ways, nor has He hardened their hearts.
God has not put fear in their hearts. God has comforted them
and drawn them to Himself. Since the beginning of the world,
man has not heard, nor has it entered into the heart of man,
what God has prepared for those who wait for Him. God
meets all men with joy. The Lord works righteousness among
all nations. The Lord brings the sins of His people to
remembrance, that He may have mercy on every tribe, tongue,
and people.

All people have become unclean before the Lord, that
He may save many. They are all clothed in filthy rags, like the
offspring of vermin. They wither away like a leaf. God plants
them and they grow before Him only to fall into desolation
and despair. There is no one who calls on the Lord before He
calls on him. There is no one who moves to seek the face of
God until He draws near and bathes the spirit in light. For a
long time God hid His face and turned away from them
because of their iniquities. Then God remembered that He was
their Father, that they were clay in God's hands, and He drew
near again and forgave them their sins.

God repaired the walls of the holy city. God made
Jerusalem great again among the outcasts of Israel. God rebuilt
a holy and beautiful house. The Lord refrained from the evil
He had intended to send into their midst. The Lord gathered
them again and did not afflict them. The Lord brought them
peace and not war. Behold, God has spoken.
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Exploring the Scriptures

December 5th,

Isaish 65:1 I am sought of them that asked not for me; I am
found of them that sought me not: I said, Behold me, behold me, unto
a nation that was not called by my name.

All day long the Lord has stretched out His hands to a
rebellious and stiff-necked people. God spoke kindly to them
and walked among them, but they turned away from Him and
became absorbed in their own thoughts. They provoked the
Lord to anger by sacrificing in their gardens to gods of wood
and stone. They chose to live in cemeteries and eat wretched
food in the presence of God. They had the nerve to despise
their brothers and keep them at arm's length, as if one were
holier than the other. Such things are like smoke in God's
nostrils, like a fire that burns all day long and produces no
heat.

Has not the Lord the right to speak? Was He not the
God who created them? Could not the Lord choose to destroy
them utterly? They are a proud and disobedient people. Yet
God has chosen to remember His promises to their father
Abraham. God has remembered His tender mercies to Jacob.
God has chosen to lead them to green pastures like a shepherd
who loves his sheep. God has given abundantly where they
have only taken.

Behold, God will do a new thing. He will create new
heavens and a new earth in which all nations and all peoples
will dwell. The former things shall not be remembered, nor
shall they come to mind. You will see this and you will rejoice.
God will draw near to Jerusalem and gather into it all who
mourn, all who have been oppressed and afflicted. God's
promises to Abraham will go out to the four winds, even to
the ends of the earth. They will bring blessings and not curses.
They will bring healing and health forever. The Lord will do
this. In His wrath, God has said that no one shall stop Me, for
this is what God intends to do.
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A 365 Day Devotional

December 6th,

Isaiah 66:2 For all those things hath mine hand made, and
all those things have been, saith the LORD: but to this man will 1
look, even to him that is poor and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth
at my word.

Is not the heaven God's throne and the earth His
footstool? Where then is the place where God can find rest? Is
it not with the meek and lowly of heart? The Lord has looked
upon the man who trembles at His word, for there the Spirit
can dwell, and there the glory of God can shine forth
exceedingly. In the midst of great joy, God will gather His
people to one place and under one banner. For the Lord lives,
and He alone judges the whole earth.

Where has the report gone out and where has it been
published, the great works that God has done? Shall the Lord
lay a burden upon men, and not bear their yoke with them?
Shall God cause to be conceived in the womb and not bring
forth? Shall the Lord exalt himself on high, only to crush the
little ones? The LORD will not do this, for He is the God of
compassion and of great love. Jerusalem will rejoice at the
presence of God; like a desolate city she will sing at the return
of her king.

Rejoice with her, all nations. Rejoice and sing songs of
great joy with God's people. The Lord has called all nations to
her. God has gathered the scattered peoples to make one
nation out of many. Peace will flow from Jerusalem like a
mighty river. Its waters will be smooth as glass, like the peace
that settles on the earth in the morning. Many will drink from
its banks and know that the God of Jacob has given them
eternal life. God's name will be their strong refuge forever. The
Lord has spoken it, and the Lord will surely do it.
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Exploring the Scriptures

December 7th,

Proverbs 3:19 The LORD by wisdom hath founded the
earth; by understanding hath he established the heavens.

God delights to hide a thing, for He desires a people
who seek wisdom and understanding. Arise and know the
Lord. Wrestle with God in your thoughts when you lie down
on your beds. Seek to understand God's ways, and seek the
reasons why He has made the worlds around you. A king asks
questions. His honor compels him to seek understanding. A
little will satisfy the man who is full of his own thoughts. Yet
above him are the heavens and below him the depths of the
earth. Let man forsake himself and behold the things that God
has done.

Take away your own understanding, as the refiner
takes away the dross from the silver. Remove from your
counsel the thoughts of your own heart, and your dwelling
shall be established in righteousness. Do not give your opinion
to the king when he asks for it. Self-exaltation will only bring
shame. Do not seek to stand before great men with the works
of your own hands. Speak only of what God has done and
how you have lived your life according to the wisdom of the
Lord. Better to humble yourself first and let the king exalt you
when he sees the wisdom with which you speak. Do not dwell
on the mighty thoughts you have discovered in yourself, only
to have the king cast you out of his presence because of your
foolish words.

Do not be quick to quarrel with a man on a matter of
opinion, lest you show yourself to be one who has lost his
way. It is better to speak of a quarrel with your neighbor in
secret than to spread your judgments abroad before you have
heard the whole matter. Shame and reproach come from your
own heart, not from the wisdom that God will reveal to you.
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A 365 Day Devotional

December 8th,

Proverbs 3:24 When thou liest down, thou shalt not be
afraid: yea, thou shalt lie down, and thy sleep shall be sweet.

To speak a word of God's thoughts abroad is like
presenting apples of gold in bowls of silver. The wisdom of
the Lord is like snow that falls on the ground, it lies there
waiting for the warm spring sun to nourish the ground. The
man or woman whose words are about his or her own
thinking is like a gift that does not arrive, like clouds that give
no rain, and like the wind that blows in vain in the trees.

If you have found wisdom, be careful in your rejoicing
not to mix your own thoughts with the Lord's. You will be like
a man who has found a beehive of honey. If he indulges
himself, he will certainly vomit it all out to the ground. God is
too high for you, and you should approach His throne with
caution. Do not be quick to take credit for what God has
shown you. Be humble and honor Him, for then God will
honor you.

Do not linger long on your neighbor's couch. Do not
believe his words when he tells you to prolong your stay.
Every man has his own honor, and every man must stay with
what God has given him. Trusting in one who counsels
against the Lord will be to you like a broken tooth in your
mouth, like a broken foot. Be kind to your enemy and
understand the strife in his heart. When he hungers, give him
food. When he is thirsty, give him water to drink, for in this
way you will prepare the ground for peace between you. As
cold water to a thirsty soul, so will the day be when he sends
you good tidings from a far country. The man who has no
control over his own thoughts is like a city whose walls are
broken down. Every wild beast will enter to destroy and
devastate. Be wise and do not sin.
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Exploring the Scriptures

December 9th,

Proverbs 3:31 Envy thou not the oppressor, and choose none
of his ways.

God carefully hides His thoughts, and those who put
their own thoughts above the Lord's will use what God has
done for their own purposes. Such a man who talks and mixes
God's wisdom with his own is like rain in the harvest or snow
in the summer. There is a reason why trouble comes quickly
in such a life. Do not argue with such a man or try to convince
him. He is full of himself and will not be taught. Leave him
alone and do not even use the wisdom he has spoken. To trust
such a man is like walking with those who have one leg
shorter than the other. You will be binding a stone in a sling if
you expect such a person to speak the truth into a distant ear.
Do not speak of a complicated matter to a man who lacks
understanding. He is like a drunkard with a thorn in his hand.
He does not feel the pain.

When you see a person who is proud of his own
thoughts, there is little hope for him. Like an unoiled door
turning on its hinges, they are a nuisance to everyone. Such a
person has more opinions than seven wise men who have
carefully thought things through. He constantly interferes in
matters that do not concern him, like a man holding a dog by
the ears. He will not go unpunished.

Where there is no wood, the fire goes out, so the
absence of a person who spreads his opinions will cause the
quarrel to cease. A quarrelsome person adds fuel to fires that
are already burning, and adds coals to disputes that are
already kindled. To spread one's neighbor's grievances is to
inflict a deep wound, even a wound that goes to the very core
of the soul. To hate is to solve your neighbor's problems with
your own solutions. You are only deluding yourself.
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A 365 Day Devotional

December 10th,

Proverbs 3:28 Say not unto thy neighbour, Go, and come
again, and to morrow 1 will give; when thou hast it by thee.

Do not boast about what you think tomorrow will
bring. Do not make plans for the coming day when you
should be responding to what this day is giving you. Wisdom
is submitting to God's plans, not your own. God's plans are
what the day brings you, not what you think tomorrow will
bring.

Wisdom will speak for itself, so you don't have to
prove your worth to others. Let them decide for themselves
whether you speak in wisdom or not. Such a life will bring joy
and peace to others. Those who are concerned with the
immediate results of their thoughts are like a heavy stone,
even like the sand on the seashore, pressing down on the
minds of those around them. Such anger is a cruel thing, and
the anger of people who love their own opinions will cause
much harm.

Treasure the friend who speaks to you of the things
you lack. Better are his words, though they cut, than the smile
of a person who honors you falsely. Find your place in life, for
that is wisdom. Like a bird that flies away from its nest, so is
the man who cannot find his place. Be careful in the day of
your trouble, and do not overburden even your brother.

A wise man would have seen the trouble coming and
hid himself. Your simplicity is evident to all. That is why
trouble found you. Do not be surety for anyone, for you do not
know the foolishness that is hidden in their hearts. Only God
can search out the secret things and declare the matter
completely. A man who fights against the revelation of each
day is like rain that never stops falling. So is the man who rises
early and blesses his neighbor with a loud voice.
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Exploring the Scriptures

December 11th,

Proverbs 3:35 The wise shall inherit glory: but shame shall
be the promotion of fools.

Nourishing wisdom in your life is like the man who
takes good care of his fig tree. He will certainly eat of the fruit
and be satisfied. The pursuit of your own ends will never be
completed, nor will you ever be satisfied. God is the Bread of
Life, and He alone makes a man's hunger cease. A man who is
set on his own way is not easily turned aside. He will suffer
much before he seeks another way. Take heed to the
opportunities God has set before you. Do not despise the little
that the Lord has given your hand to do. For in the greatest
there is humility, and in understanding there is a broken heart.

Gold and silver do not last forever, but the Lord does.
His kingdom does not pass away, and his wisdom does not
cease. Those without understanding flee when no one is after
them; they conjure up nightmares from their own
imaginations. Those who praise the opinions of others to
flatter with their lips are not in love with God's thoughts.
Oppression comes from the realization of one's own intrigues.

Gold and silver will cause a rich man to value his own
opinion. Pride will exalt his heart, and soon he will have
confidence only in himself. Only if he keeps humility in his
heart and succeeds in casting down his own thoughts will he
keep understanding and preserve his honor. To cover up
mistakes, to hide shame, will lead to folly and soon to much
evil. Wiser is the man who always fears himself than the one
who gains confidence in his own heart. A roaring lion and a
raging bear will do less damage than such a man.

Work with your own hands and be not proud of your
own thoughts, and you will live well on earth. He who wishes
to amass great riches quickly will not lack for folly.
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A 365 Day Devotional

December 12th,

Proverbs 4:5 Get wisdom, get understanding: forget it not;
neither decline from the words of my mouth.

Behold and see what God has done, and with what
wisdom he has made the worlds. Every word that has gone
out of the mouth of the Lord is pure, and every thought that
he has conceived has been fruitful and has produced the work
that God intended. Who has ascended to the heavens to be like
the Lord? Who has gathered the winds in his fists? Who has
set limits to the seas, to bring back the proud waves? What is
his name, and by what voice does he speak? If you have met
him, why has the Lord not known him? If you have heard his
words, why have they not come to the ear of God?

God has asked two things of man: that he give up his
own vanity, and that he speak only what is true. God has
asked him not to seek an excess of poverty in order to humble
himself, nor an excess of riches in order to exalt himself. A
man should not be tempted to steal because he is hungry, nor
should he be tempted to dishonor God because he is rich.

There is a generation of people who do not know
where they came from or where they are going. They are pure
in their own eyes and have not been washed from their folly.
This is a generation whose eyes are lifted up to their own
vision. Their teeth are as sharp as swords. They open their
mouths to pierce like knives. They devour those who share
their folly. They give no wisdom to the earth. They can never
be satisfied. They are like a grave, like a barren womb, like a
desert place, and like a fire that cannot be controlled.

See what God has done and be instructed. Be busy
with your assigned work. Make yourself at home even in
difficult places. Take hold of life as the spider takes hold, even
in the king's house.
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Exploring the Scriptures

December 13th,

Proverbs 4:7 Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get
wisdom: and with all thy getting get understanding.

Look and see what God's wisdom is. Do not give your
heart to strangers or lose yourself in strong drink. Face life and
be brave. Look trouble in the eye and do not shy away from
the pain you feel. Open your mouth and speak the truth. Find
wisdom and do not forsake it.

God's heart has safety in His wisdom. She has been like
an arrow in the hand of the Lord, in whom God has
experienced no loss. She has done the Almighty good and not
evil all the days of her life. She has sought wool for God's
house to furnish it, and flax to prepare His household. She
works willingly with her hands and does not complain. She is
like a great sailing ship whose main mast is full, bringing back
food from distant shores. She rises while it is still night. She
works in the early hours of the morning. She prepares the
meat for the Lord's household and a portion for the men and
women who honor her name.

God's wisdom looks at a field and closes the deal. She
buys much wealth to fill the Lord's house. She plants a
vineyard and increases God's vast possessions. Her arms do
not fail her. She embraces what is good and buys only honor
and favor. She stretches out her hand to the poor, she calls day
and night to those who have nothing. She gives and does not
hold back from compassion, and every day she offers to give
understanding. She is not afraid of hard times, the snow of
winter or the heat of summer. She clothes her household,
those who honor her, in scarlet and in the robes of kings. She
makes God's name known in the gates of the people. She
exalts the Lord, and she gives His glory to no one else. She
opens her mouth with kindness, and on her lips is the
sweetness of honey. Many of God's creatures have served Him
well, but wisdom has surpassed them all.
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A 365 Day Devotional

December 14th,

Psalms 84:2 My soul longeth, yea, even fainteth for the
courts of the LORD: my heart and my flesh crieth out for the living
God.

Let the house of God be called a house of peace. In the
dwelling place of the Lord the yearning heart will find rest,
like a sparrow that seeks to build its nest. There the soul of
man shall be comforted and shall multiply. At the altars of
God they will find blessings, and there they will praise the
name of the Lord, the God of hosts, who has become their
God.

Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, who does
not trust in his own strength but in the strength of the arm of
God. Such a man will grow in strength and power, from
strength to strength. God will answer their prayers. The God
of Jacob will listen. A day spent in the courts of God is better
than a thousand spent elsewhere. God has become a shield
from the sun for those who trust in Him. The Lord gives grace
and glory. The Lord does not withhold anything good from
those who love Him.

God has forgiven the iniquity of His people. God has
covered their sins. The Lord has hidden them from the
fierceness of God's wrath. God brought His salvation to their
dwelling place. God revived them, even the people who
rejoiced in the name of the Lord. God has shown them mercy
and delivered them from the hand of the enemy. Mercy and
truth have met. God has commanded righteousness and peace
to kiss those who open their hearts to Him. Before the
presence of the Lord, truth has sprung up from the earth like
the mighty oak and like the fertile valley that bears its fruit in
its season. God has approached the poor and the needy. The
Lord is good and ready to forgive. God is rich in mercy and
compassion. In the day of trouble those who call upon the
Lord shall surely find help. It is God who will answer them.
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Exploring the Scriptures

December 15th,

Psalms 86:12 1 will praise thee, O Lord my God, with all my
heart: and I will glorify thy name for evermore.

God will teach many His ways. God will cause them to
walk in the truth. The Lord will unite their hearts to Himself.
How great is the mercy of the Lord. Our God saves even the
soul that has fallen into the lowest parts of the earth. The
proud rebel against the Lord. Violent men gather together to
overthrow the Almighty, but God has set about to bring them
to nothing. God has made plans, and no one can change them.
The Lord is the God of compassion. He is gracious and slow to
anger. He does not quickly destroy those who oppose the
Lord. He is abounding in mercy and lovingkindness. Turn to
God, all the earth. Seek the Lord with joy and an open heart,
for God has visited His people. God has helped many and
comforted the broken-hearted. The foundations of the holy
mountain will never crumble. The love of the Lord for the
gates of Zion, for the dwelling places of Jacob, shall never
cease. Glorious things shall come to pass because of the favor
of God. He will remember you in your trouble. God will draw
near to you when fear comes near your dwelling place.

Many children shall come forth from Zion. The elect
shall cover the whole earth. God will remember what he
promised Abraham. His seed shall prosper and multiply like
the stars of the heavens. Many have cried out to the Lord in
their captivity, and He has heard them. God came near to their
prayer and brought salvation with a strong arm. The Lord saw
that the enemy counted them as nothing, that he held them as
captives who had no strength. God's wrath was kindled, and
He swore in His anger that salvation would come, that the
uttermost parts of the earth would be included in the blessing
of Abraham. Who is like the Lord, or who has done such
wonderful things? Who has taken in the outcast, or made the
orphan a son? Only God, the Lord of hosts, has done this.
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A 365 Day Devotional

December 16th,

Psalms 89:1 1 will sing of the mercies of the LORD for ever:
with my mouth will I make known thy faithfulness to all
generations.

Surely mercy shall be established forever, and the
mouths of many shall proclaim the Lord's goodness
throughout all creation. God has made a covenant with king
David, with His chosen one. God will establish you forever,
and your children will sit on your throne throughout all their
generations. The heavens will praise what the Lord has done.
They will praise God's faithfulness in the assembly of those
who love him. For there is none like our God among the sons
of the mighty. The Lord is greatly feared among the gods of
the earth.

The Lord rules over the roaring of the sea. He makes
the waves crash against the shore. God has broken Rahab, the
wicked, into pieces. He has slain Leviathan and scattered his
scales upon the dark seas. The heavens are the Lord's and the
earth is His. The world and its fullness are God's, for he made
everything that is in it. The north and the south, God has made
them. His mighty arm is strong on high, and his right hand
brings justice and judgment to all nations.

Blessed are the people that know His name. They shall
shout for joy. They will walk in the light of His countenance.
The darkness of the night shall no more terrorize them. They
will rejoice all day long in the name of the Lord. God is their
strength. His glory is exalted in their favor. They have called
upon their God, the great one of Israel. He was their defense,
even their everlasting dwelling place. God's faithfulness and
mercy will be with them. God will set His hand on the sea. He
will calm the turbulence of the storm. They shall dwell in
peace. In the silence of the night they will comfort themselves.
They shall call God their Father, and He shall call them His
sons and daughters.
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Exploring the Scriptures

December 17th,

Psalms 90:2 Before the mountains were brought forth, or
ever thou hadst formed the earth and the world, even from
everlasting to everlasting, thou art God.

God's promises do not break, nor does He change the
words that go out of His mouth. The word of the Lord will be
established forever, as the moon in the night sky bears faithful
witness, and as the sun gives light at noon. God has broken
the enemy's word. God has brought his secret councils to
nothing. God has destroyed his hedges. His strongholds have
been rooted out. God has made his glory cease, and has
brought his throne to the ground. His youth shall never
return, and he shall be covered with shame forever.

Do not hide yourself from the Lord, or take counsel
against Him or against His anointed. Where is the man who
lives and does not see death? Who can hold back the power of
the grave, or the hand of destruction? The Lord alone brings
lovingkindness to the people and removes the reproach of the
nations. A thousand years in the sight of the Lord are as
yesterday that has gone by, as a brief watch of the night. Man
himself is swiftly swept away by the tide of time. He is subject
to the passing of every moment. He feels the agony of each
hour that builds upon the other.

The morning comes quickly, and man is cut down like
a flower that has passed its bloom. He grew up the night
before and did not last till the frost of winter came. You are
not consumed by the wrath of the Lord, for He is kind and of
great loving-kindness. The Lord teaches you to number your
days, to use wisdom. Your years are short, though God
prolongs them. They are followed by toil and sorrow. How
soon they are gone, and God alone remains. Let the beauty of
the Lord always be before you, even the works of His hands.
Let your heart trust in God's salvation.
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A 365 Day Devotional

December 18th,

Psalms 91:1 He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most
High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty.

Let the sons and daughters of men say of the Lord, "He
is our refuge and our fortress, our God in whom we will trust.

Surely God will deliver them from the snare of the
enemy. The Lord will cause the flood of evil to turn back from
their dwelling place. God will cover them with His feathers,
and under His wings they will not fear. God is their shield and
their fortress. The arrow shall not frighten them, nor shall
disease devour them. They shall see a thousand fall by their
side. Ten thousand shall stumble at their right hand. They
alone shall stand safe from harm. Only with their eyes shall
they see the destruction around them.

The Lord is their God and an exceedingly great refuge.
The Lord gives His angels charge over them, to guard them in
all their going and coming. The angels of the Lord shall bear
them up in their hands. No stone shall dash against their feet.
They will tread on the lion and the serpent. They will tear to
pieces the young lion and the dragon.

God has put his love on them. The Lord will surely
deliver them. He will exalt them, even near his throne. They
have known the name of the Lord, therefore God will honor
them. They will call upon the Lord in trouble, and He will
deliver them. God will satisfy them with long life, and they
will be an everlasting testimony of His salvation.

Give thanks to your God and praise his most holy
name. Pick up the harp and the lute. The Lord will make them
joyful. The Lord will triumph in His works. God will keep
them in His thoughts and will not forsake them.
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Exploring the Scriptures

December 19th,

Psalms 93:1 The LORD reigneth, he is clothed with
majesty; the LORD is clothed with strength, wherewith he hath
girded himself: the world also is stablished, that it cannot be moved.

Truly mine eye shall see the Lord's desire fulfilled in
the flourishing of the righteous. The LORD will rejoice when
his people grow like the cedars of Lebanon. When their
branches reach to the heavens and the land is filled with their
fragrance. The courts of the Lord shall be honored with their
presence. They shall yield fruit in their old age. They shall be
fat and flourish from the small to the great.

God's throne has been established from time
immemorial, from everlasting to everlasting. The Lord is
greater than the voices of many waters. He is mightier than
the waves of the sea. His testimonies are more sure than the
foundations of the mountains. God has come into His house
and will not leave it forever. God lifts Himself up and judges
the whole earth. The enemy has uttered harsh words against
the Lord, but God has broken him to pieces. In shame and
reproach the Lord has made him inherit the evil of his own
deeds. God made the ear, therefore the Lord hears. God
created the eye; therefore the Lord sees. The Lord has taught
knowledge, therefore God knows.

God is well acquainted with man and the works of his
hands. Blessed is the one who receives correction from the
Lord. God will give him rest in the day of trouble. God will
guide him with words from the mouth of the Lord, until he
returns to the dwelling places of God. The Lord will not
abandon such a people, nor will He forsake such an
inheritance. The foot that slips, God will keep. The spirit that
meditates on the Lord shall find joy for its soul. Come, sing to
your God. Make a joyful noise to the rock of your salvation.
Come before God with thanksgiving and with psalms. For the
Lord your God is a great God, a God above all gods.
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A 365 Day Devotional

December 20th,

Psalms 95:6 O come, let us worship and bow down: let us
kneel before the LORD our maker.

Sing to the Lord a new song. Sing all the earth. Sing to
the Lord, blessing His name and proclaiming His great
salvation every day. Proclaim the glory of your Lord among
the distant lands. Proclaim the wonders of His holy name. For
the Lord your God is great. He is to be greatly praised. Honor
and majesty are before the Lord. God is the source of all power
and beauty. Give glory and honor to the Lord, for He has
gathered every kindred, tribe, and tongue to His salvation.

Let the heavens above rejoice. Let the whole earth
rejoice. Let the field rejoice. Let everything that has breath
praise the Lord. Let the trees of the forest shake their branches,
for God has come, the Lord God Most High. He has come to
judge the world in righteousness and the people with His
truth. The Lord reigns. He alone is the God who made them.

God gathers around Himself the cloud and the night.
He surrounds the throne with righteousness and judgment. A
tire goes out from the Lord and burns up the memory of the
enemy. God's lightning has struck the earth. The whole world
looked and trembled. The hills melted before the presence of
the Lord. The people saw the glory of God and were
astonished. Zion heard, even the daughters of Judah, and they
rejoiced. For the Lord was exalted above all gods. The Lord
preserved the souls of those who loved him. He delivered the
humble from the lion's mouth. God has spread light to the far
lands, and hope of salvation to the islands of the sea.

Rejoice in the holiness of the Lord. Dance before His
righteousness. Give thanks at the remembrance of the might of
the Lord, for the Lord will save you. The Savior has surely
come to Zion.
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Exploring the Scriptures

December 21st.

Psalms 98:1 O sing unto the LORD a new song; for he
hath done marvellous things: his right hand, and his holy arm, hath
gotten him the victory.

Behold, God has made His salvation open to all the
earth. God has remembered His mercy and His truth to the
house of Israel. Shout for joy and make a joyful noise, for
salvation has come to all nations. Let the sea roar and the
waves clap their hands, for salvation has come to all who
dwell in darkness. God reigns, and the nations tremble before
Him. The Lord sits between the cherubims, and the earth is
shaken. God has taken His seat in Zion. He has exalted himself
above the earth. Exalt your God and worship at His footstool,
for He is holy. Serve the Lord with gladness and come before
Him with singing.

Know that it is the Lord your God who has created his
people. You are formed by the hands of the Lord and not by
your own fingers. You are the sheep of the Lord's pasture.
God is good, and His mercy endures forever. The truth of the
Lord endures to all generations. He has heard your prayer and
has not hid His face from your affliction. God has inclined His
ear to you and listened to you quickly. The Lord saw you
when your days were consumed like smoke, when your bones
were burned as in an oven. The Lord saw the enemy smite
your heart. He saw you wither like grass in the midday heat.
Your sorrow was so heavy that you forgot to eat your bread.
Your hunger was so great that your bones cleaved to your
skin. Your mourning sounded like the hooting of an owl, like a
sparrow you sat alone on the rooftop. You ate your bread with
ashes, and your drink was mixed with tears. Your days were
like a shadow that grew darker and darker. Then God arose,
the God who endures for all generations. He had compassion
on you and loved you with kindness. The Lord took pleasure
in your deeds and set the time for your deliverance. Surely
God will rebuild Zion and come to you in all His glory.
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A 365 Day Devotional

December 2214,

Psalms 103:1 Bless the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name.

God has heard the groaning of the captive, and has
come to release those who were bound to death. God will
declare His name in Zion, and His praise in the city of
Jerusalem. From ancient times God laid the foundations of the
earth. The heavens are the work of His hands. God's creatures
perish, but He endures. Yea, they grow old like a garment,
even like a coat that must be changed. God alone endures
forever. His years have no end. The children born of His
promise continue to multiply. The Lord will settle their
children and their children's children on the land forever.

Do not forget what God has done or the mighty works
that His hands have accomplished. God has forgiven your
iniquities, even the great sins of Judah. The LORD has healed
your diseases that have come upon all the nations of the earth.
He has rescued your life from destruction. He has crowned
you with lovingkindness and tender mercies. The Lord has
filled your mouth with good things. He has satisfied your
hunger, so that your youth has been renewed and your health
has returned. He is the God and the Lord who brings justice
and judgment to the oppressed. He is merciful and gracious,
slow to anger and kind of heart. He has not dealt with you
according to your sins, nor has He rewarded you according to
your iniquities. As high as the heavens are above the earth, so
great is the Lord's mercy toward those who worship Him. As
far as the east is from the west, so far has God removed your
sins from Him. The Lord had compassion on you as a father
has compassion on his children. He has remembered your
form, that you were made from dust. He knows that your days
are like grass, like a flower whose bloom is quickly gone.
Therefore the Lord's mercy is from everlasting to everlasting.
He keeps His covenant and His lovingkindness to you.
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Exploring the Scriptures

December 234,

Psalms 104:1 Bless the LORD, O my soul. O LORD my
God, thou art very great; thou art clothed with honour and majesty.

Has not God covered Himself with light as with a thick
garment? Has not God stretched out the heavens like a
curtain? The Lord has laid the strong beams of his house upon
the waters. He has made the clouds His chariot to ride upon
the wings of the wind. He has made His angels ministering
spirits, even flames of fire. God has laid the foundation of the
earth so that it cannot be moved. At the command of the Lord,
the seas fled and the mountains were moved. God sent springs
in the valleys and rivers flowing down the high hills.

The Lord has done this so that those who trust in Him
may rest securely in His care. Those who wait upon the Lord
shall surely have their meat in due season. He sends out the
Spirit to touch all creation. The glory of the Lord will endure
forever. Rejoice in His works and be glad at His coming. God
looks upon the earth and it trembles. The hills smoke at His
approach. Give thanks to your God and call Him by His name.
Sing to the Lord and let your hearts rejoice. Seek God, and you
shall find Him.

Who can give thanks for all the works of the Lord?
Who can speak of all the deeds of your God? Blessed are you
who trust in the judgments of the Lord. Give thanks to your
God, for He is good. He will gather the ransomed of the Lord
from every land and from every people. From the east and
from the west, from the north and from the south, they will
come to Zion. Those who have wandered in the desert, even in
a solitary place, will find a city to live in. Those who are
hungry and thirsty will come, and they will have bread and
wine. They will cry out to their God, and they will be heard.
The Lord will be their God, and they will be His people.
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A 365 Day Devotional

December 24th,

Isaiah 58:8 Then shall thy light break forth as the morning,
and thine health shall spring forth speedily: and thy righteousness
shall go before thee; the glory of the LORD shall be thy rereward.

God wants the undoing of wickedness, the release of the
heavy burdens you place on yourselves and others. God wants
the oppressed to be free and for you to love freedom and not
bondage.

If you follow the Lord, this is the kind of fast He will teach
you. He will walk with you as you bring your bread to the
hungry and take those in need into your home. You will see the
naked and clothe them. God will guide you as you take
responsibility for your families.

With the Lord at your side, your light will break forth like
a sunrise. The quality of your life will rapidly improve. Justice
will go before you and the glory of the Lord will increase around
you.

You will call, and the Lord will answer. You will cry, and
the Lord will say, "Behold. Here I am."

This will happen when you stop complaining about
people or pointing your finger and speaking evil of them.

With God, you will allow the hungry to find your heart.
You will meet the needs of the troubled soul. Your light will be
turned on in the darkness, and the night will be like the noonday
to you.

The Lord will satisfy your soul in dry times and give
strength to your limbs. You will be like a watered garden, like a
spring that never runs dry. Through you God will build up the
places that have been desolate for so long. You will lay the
foundation of a work that will last. You will be called a restorer
of good roads by which people will live again. This is God's
promise to you, as it was to the Israelites of old.

If you delight in the Lord, He will make you ride over the
high places of the earth. You will be called children of the Most
High, and God will be exalted in you.
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Exploring the Scriptures

December 25th,

Isaiah 9:6 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is
given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name
shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The
everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.

Behold, those who dwelt in darkness, a great light has
shone upon them. The King of the morning, the Lord Most
High, has visited them. The land that was haunted by the
shadow of death has seen the rising of the morning star. Every
nation has been exalted, and every king has been invited to
come near, to bow down and worship, to lift up his scepter in
honor of the child in the manager.

Who has seen such a miracle? On whom has such glory
come? What nation has seen such a mystery, or seen the deep
things of their God? The flesh of men is lifted up to the highest
place, and the joy of the Almighty is seen by a lowly maiden.
Could the heavens be more astonished? Could the seas find a
deeper way in which to move their waters? Have men rejoiced
more on the day of the harvest than the Lord Himself when
He visited His beloved?

The Redeemer has come to remove the yoke of
bondage, to cast down forever the offspring of the wicked. In
every battle the warrior is covered with blood, and his
garments are stained with dust and mud. But Zion prevailed
not with the sword, but with a child, with the humility of a
steward. She lifted up her banners at the foot of the oxen. At
the straw bed she sang her highest songs of praise. Is not this
our God, the very God of Israel? Has He not come to establish
His government forever, to set upon the throne of David the
Redeemer of Zion? Surely judgment shall not cease, and
righteousness shall go out from the house of Jacob forever.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts has done this thing.
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A 365 Day Devotional

December 26th,

Isaiah 10:20 And it shall come to pass in that day, that the
remnant of Israel, and such as are escaped of the house of Jacob, shall

no more again stay upon him that smote them; but shall stay upon
the LORD, the Holy One of Israel, in truth.

Surely the people of the Lord will return to Him, even
the outcast will return to the Holy One of Israel. They will all
come to the Lord and lie down together in safety. The nations
shall hear of it and rejoice. They will come with their little ones
and with the wounded and the sick. God will heal them. The
Lord God Almighty has visited the earth. Men without
number, like the sand of the sea, shall come to Him. The Lord
of hosts shall stir up the memory of their God to the ends of
the earth.

A child shall come forth from the stem of Jesse. A
branch shall spring up with its roots in Zion. The Spirit of the
Holy One of Israel shall rest upon Him. God will put upon
Him the spirit of wisdom and understanding. He shall sit in
council with God on the mountain of the Lord, on the north
side they shall speak together. God will fill Him with might
and power and with the spirit of knowledge. He will be swift
in judgment. He will not fail. He will not judge with His eyes,
nor will He judge with His ears. By the Spirit He will move
and understand all things.

The Lord will judge the poor with justice. The meek
shall receive their just portion. He will slay the enemy with the
breath of His lips. Faithful are His feet to walk in the ways of
the Lord. In that day the wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and
the calf shall lie down with the lion. They shall not fear, for
their God is with them. Nothing shall hurt them, and the Lord
God will gather all nations and all peoples to Himself. They
will come to Zion with songs, and to the holy temple with
shouts of joy. There will be a highway, and God will bring to
Himself the uttermost parts of the earth.
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Exploring the Scriptures

December 27th,

Isaiah 14:1 For the LORD will have mercy on Jacob, and
will yet choose Israel, and set them in their own land: and the
strangers shall be joined with them, and they shall cleave to the
house of Jacob.

It shall come to pass in that day, says the Lord your
God, that He will give rest to those who are in distress. God
will loosen the shackles of fear. The Lord will deliver many
from their hard bondage, for they will turn to Him and be
saved. God has broken the rod of harsh judgment. He has
brought the whole earth into His rest. The fir trees of the hills
have rejoiced. The cedars of Lebanon are glad. A Son is born
and a child is given who will redeem the people of Israel.

The enemy has risen from his place. He has brought
with him the chiefs of the earth. He has raised them up to
withstand the Holy One, the Child who will be for all the
peoples of the earth. Many words shall be spoken against the
anointed of the Lord. They shall seek to bring down His place
among the mighty, and they shall utterly fail. How have you
fallen, O enemy? You were once the bright and morning star,
the favored one who sat on the slopes of the north side under
the throne of God. Because you sought to exalt yourself, to
raise yourself above the chosen of the Lord, God will bring
you down, even to the dust of the earth. God will rise up
against you. The Lord of Hosts will cut off your name, and
you will not possess the land.

What God has proposed, no one can stay. Where God
has stretched out His hand, no one can withdraw it. God has
said and has spoken. Send the Lamb to rule the people, and
the lowly to sit on the throne of David. This is the word of the
Lord, and it shall surely come to pass.
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A 365 Day Devotional

December 28th,

Isaiah 25:1 O LORD, thou art my God; I will exalt thee, I
will praise thy name; for thou hast done wonderful things; thy
counsels of old are faithfulness and truth.

God has turned the enemy's city into a heap. God
turned his defended city into a ruin. God has cast out all who
came into his palace. God has emptied and destroyed the
place where he held council with his lords. The Lord has made
him a reproach to all nations. He made a strong people to
glorify the Lord. Terrible nations and a fierce people have
learned to fear the name of God.

God has made the holy mountain where he dwells as a
host for the people, to call them to a great feast, even to a feast
of wine and meat. God will swallow up death and declare
victory over the grave. They will know the Lord, from the
smallest to the greatest. God will save them and declare
Himself to them. Those who have long waited in darkness will
rejoice in the light of God's coming,.

God will stretch out His hands in blessing in their
midst. God will call them to peace. He will bring down the
proud and lift up the humble and the broken. In that day they
will sing in Zion, they will declare with a loud voice: "We have
a strong city, a salvation from our God, which has walls and
bulwarks.

Open the gates. Let the righteous come in from all
nations, even those who love the truth and will declare the
name of the Lord to their brethren. God will keep them in
peace. They will dwell in safety in the care of the Lord. On the
day that God will give them a crown of glory, He will give a
great thing of beauty to their land. God will strengthen them
and save them to the end.
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Exploring the Scriptures

December 29th,

Isaiah 30:18 And therefore will the LORD wait, that he may
be gracious unto you, and therefore will he be exalted, that he may
have mercy upon you: for the LORD is a God of judgment: blessed
are all they that wait for him.

Behold, the people who dwell in Zion shall weep no
more. God will be gracious to them, and He will answer those
who call on His name. They will no longer eat the bread of
affliction. No more shall they drink the water of affliction. You
will hear a word behind you saying, "This is the way, go this
way." When there is a fork in the road, God will speak in your
ear and say, "Turn to the left or to the right." The Lord will
cause the rain to fall when you have sown your seed in the
ground. Your bread shall increase, and you shall hunger no
more. The earth will be fat before you, and your cattle will be
fed with an abundance of grass.

The river of the LORD shall flow down from every
mountain and from every high hill. The streams shall laugh as
they pass over the rocks. The dry ground shall break forth in
song. The light of the moon shall become like the light of the
sun. The light of the sun will increase sevenfold, but you will
not suffer from its heat. In that day the Lord will bind up the
breach of the people. He will heal the stroke of their wound.
The deep abscess shall be broken, and the poison shall be cast
upon the ground. The name of the Lord will come from afar to
all the nations. God will burn hot in His wrath against the
works of the enemy. The Lord will remove the burden the
enemy has laid upon the nations. God's lips shall be moved
with indignation at the lies he has spoken. The tongue of the
Lord will burn brightly. God will take it away like the stubble
of the wheat field and like the chaff thrown into the fire. You
will sing a new song in the night. You shall call for a solemn
assembly in honor of your God. You shall arise with joy in
your heart and worship the great name of the Lord.
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A 365 Day Devotional

December 30th,

Isaiah 34:1 Come near, ye nations, to hear; and hearken, ye
people: let the earth hear, and all that is therein; the world, and all
things that come forth of it.

Behold, the wilderness and the desert, where God's
people have not dwelt, shall rejoice and blossom like a rose.
The bushes shall put forth their blossoms, and the little trees
shall sing together. The glory of the Lord will come down
from on high, even from the slopes of Lebanon. The glory of
God will be displayed before all the people. Strengthen the
feeble hands that have fallen. Lift them up on high. Let the
broken knees be strong. Let the broken be whole. Let those of
a fearful heart be of good courage. Behold, your God has come
to visit you. The Holy One of Israel has come to dwell in your
midst. The Lord has come to open the eyes of the blind and the
ears of the dumb. He has come to sing sweet songs to him who
weeps and to wipe away the tears from the eyes of the captive.
By God's strength the lame shall leap up like a rabbit and run
with the Lord in the open fields. Great streams of water will
break out, and you will never thirst again. All the parched
ground will be blessed with pools of clean water. It will be a
sign and a testimony that your God has visited His people.

Where the dragon has lain, that great leviathan, to
crush the green grass and to turn the tender soil into parched
ground, there shall the river flow. Even where his body tore
asunder the life of the child and scattered the bones of his
captives among the rocks, God will cause the rain to fall.
Where his wings have turned the earth into bitter soil, God
will make the sun of his health shine. The Lord shall come,
and the grass shall grow again upon the parched ground; and
you shall remember no more the wrath of the dragon, nor his
fierce anger. There shall be reeds and rushes and pools of
water. This is what the Lord has said with His own mouth.
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Exploring the Scriptures

December 31st.

Psalms 113:1 Praise ye the LORD. Praise, O ye servants of
the LORD, praise the name of the LORD.

Bless the name of the Lord from this time forth and
forever. From the rising of the sun to the setting of the same,
lift up his name on high, and tell all the earth of the Lord's
glory. For God is exalted above the nations. His glory fills all
the heavens. Who is like the Lord, or like our God? Who else
has come down from on high to humble Himself and walk
among His people? God has lifted up the poor from the dust
of the earth. God has lifted up the needy who sat on the
dunghill. He has made the barren woman a house and filled
its walls with the laughter of children.

The mountains leap like rams before the presence of
the Lord. The little hills dance like lambs. Tremble, O earth, at
the presence of the Lord, at the presence of the God of Jacob.
Your God is in the heavens. Bow down and worship Him. The
Lord has watched over you. He will bless you and keep you
forever. The Lord will increase you more and more. Your
children will be blessed, for they will cover the whole earth.

Call upon the Lord and He will deliver you. Call upon
God and He will surely hear you. God is gracious and just and
merciful. The Lord has come into the courts, even into the
midst of Jerusalem. The Lord is on your side; do not be afraid
of what men will do to you. It is better to trust in God than in
great princes. The Lord has opened the gates of justice. He has
gone through them and brought you great joy. Blessed is
everyone who believes in the name of the Lord, who takes
comfort in the Rock of Judea. This is the day that the Lord has
made, the hour that God has blessed. These are the works of
the Lord, and they are marvelous in the eyes of all the nations,
even to the end of the world.
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